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• Which 24-pin printer? 

• Add a 5.25 inch drive 

• Analyse your writing 

• The Atari Portfolio 
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Save time 



How your PCW can 
help you manage your 
home and office accounts 
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I00K COMPETITION • MASTERFILE TUTORIAL t LOCOSCRIPT TIPS 




FACSIMILE 



AMIGA 500 



RICOH Fax 07 
External 
Fuji Features 

FaX £650 



CANON Fax 80 
Send and 
Receive 

£599 



BROTHER Fax 
16 Shades 
Touch Dial 
Group 3 

£499 



A500 + TV MODULATOR 

+ ACCESSORIES From£259 



A500 + TV MODULATOR + 

- RETURN OF THE JEDI - CUSTODIAN 

- MERCENARY - WARLOCKS QUEST 
-ZYNAPPS -HELLBENT - 

- POWERPLAY - ELIMINATOR 

- 23 PUBLIC DOMAIN GAMES 

£320 



RAM EXPANSION £99 



SECOND DRIVE £75 



ATARI ST 



Atari PC3 IBM compact, 640k RAM, 

30 Megabyte, Hard disk, EGA Monitor, 

102 key keyboard, mouse. 

All for £725.00 + VAT 



PANASONIC 
US 130 
On Site Maint 
+ Installation 

£699 



INCLUDES ON SITE MAINTENANCE 



Fax Card 



CFAXSRE180 
CFAXSRIf.220 



ATARI 1MB EXPLORER PACK £220 



ATAR1 1 MB + SM 1 24 MONITOR £320 



Super Pack 



21 games 



organiser software database 
spreadsheet wp £290 



FREE1 DAY'S TRAINING 

Call now for details (6 H RS) 



When you buy complete 
IBM compatible 
system 



WELL WORTH IT 



TEL 0202 715989 



Unit 10, 

Wessex Trade Centre, 

Poole, 

Dorset 



COURIER 
DELIVERY 

Jp -w g\ Pl«aa« allow «p to 
1*1 V 28 day* lor dallvary 



AMSTRAD COMPUTERS |l SAMSUNG 



PCW 8256 
PCW8512 
PCW 9215 

PC1512 
PC 1512 

PC 1640SD 
PC1640DD 
PC1640HD 



MONO 

E359 

£437 

MONO 

£454 

£519 

£678 



£299 
£374 

C399 



9512 
385! 



COLOUR 

£437 Bargain 



£517 

COLOUR 

£535 

£598 

£775 



EGA 
£625 
£679 
£848 



Best 
Possible 

Prices 

immnim 



PC 2000 SERIES 



PC 2086 
PC 2086 
PC 2086 
PC 2286 
PC 2286 
PC 2386 



SD 

DD 

HD30 

DD 

HD40 

HD65 



12 HI-RES 14" HI-RES 
COLOUR COLOUR 



MONO COLOUR 
£500 £580 £660 

£560 £640 £720 

£720 £800 £880 

£866 £953 £1040 

£1040 £1126 £1213 

£1732 £1819 £1905 

BW 360K External Drive for PC2000 £155 
BW 1 -2Mb External Drive for PC2000 £165 



THE SPECIALS! 



£740 

£800 

£960 

£1126 

£1299 

£1992 



3000 DD £525 

3000 20Mb HD £745 

6000 SD £895 

6000 20 Mb HD £1,120 

30 01 /sin gle cjrive...^..^... £460 

ON SITE MAINTENANCE 

COMES FREEI 

WITH SAMSUNG 

HARD DISK 

21 MB HARD CARD £199.00 

32 MB HARD CARD £2 1 0.00 

ALL PRICES 
EXCLUDE VAT 

CANON BJ 130 
INK JET PRINTER £575 



H 



SHOWROOM OPEN 

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS 

9.30 lo 5.30 pm 



CALL IN TO OUR 

EXTENSIVE 
SHOWROOM IN 
POOLE, DORSET 



PRINTERS 



9 PIN 



MT81 £110.00 

err 1200 £120.00 

STAR LC 10 £135.00 

SEIKOSHA1-80A£115.00 



EPSON LX8O0 El 50.00 
KXP1081 £120.00 

CIT180E £145.00 

STAR LCIOICOLI £195.00 



1) CITIZEN 1200 £75.00 



2) Lq 3500 24 pin £165.00 



3) 1081 Monitor CBM £145.00 



4)9512 £385 



3)Atari520St(V2mb) £150 



6) PC 1512 20Mb MONO £515 
COLOUR £599 



PCW 

light pen 

£35 



Serial 
PTR 
£25 



DM P PTR 

2000!! 
9 pin £55 



Lotus 

Symph 

£75 



IBM 

computers 
discount 



30% 



Toshiba 

portables 

discount 



25% 



SOFTWARE 



Full software list inc: 

LOTUS 

ASHTON TATE 

DIGITAL (GEM) 

Multimate 

Smart 

Wordstar 

WordPerfect 



SAGE 

MICROSOFT 

Supercalc 

Ventura 

Ability 

Clipper 



24 PIN 



SEIKOSHA SL80A £235.00 
NEC P2200 £275.00 

KXP1124 £275.00 



STARLC24-10 
EPSON LQ500 



£245.00 
£275.00 



LASER 



BROTHER HL8 £1.400.00 

STAR LASER 8 £1.230.00 

HERMES 800 £1.099.00 

MT905 £950.00 



CANON LP08 £1,275.00 
KXP4450 £1.350.00 

HP LASER JET II £1,270.00 



All accessories low low prices 



All Epson Printers 25% Discount 

All Brother Printers 20% Discount 

All NEC Printers 25% Discount 

All Toshiba Printers/Lasers POA 
HP/Roland/Calcomp Plotters 

Minimum 20% Discount 

All Hewlett Packard Lasers 25% Discount 

All Amstrad Printers POA 







FUTURE PUBLISHING 

BEAUFORO COURT 

30 MONMOUTH STREET 

BATH BA1 2AP 

TEL • 0225 442244 

FAX -0225 446019 

EDITOR 
Sharon Bradley 
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Tirn Smith 
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Sophie Lankenau 

ART ASSISTANT 

Paul Morgan 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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FUTURE PUBLISHING 

THE OLD BARN 

SOMERTON 

SOMERSET -TA11 7PY 

TEL -0458 74011 

MAIL ORDER QUERIES 
Sarali Richards 
iEi. • 0458 7401 1 

SUBSCRIPTION 

ENQUIRIES 
Christine Stacey 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
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TEL -0J? 10 KM 
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Features and reviews 

ADDING A 5.25" DISC DRIVE 

Follow our illustrated, step by step walk-through 

WHO IS FRED? 

We review a new, friendly text editor 

ACCOUNTING TO TASTE 

Which accounts program is the right one for you? 

MINI OFFICE TO THE RESCUE 

How to monitor your domestic power costs 

CASH MASTER 

A new computerised ledger system for the PCW 

BASIC SHORTCUTS 

David Gregg gets the best out of Mallard 

GOING ON-LINE 

How to access information on Limited companies 

PORTABLE COMPUTING 

We take Atari's Portfolio for a test drive 

24-PIN PRINTERS 

Are they really worth the money? 8000 Plus investigates 

MOVING UP 

Tim Smith reports on two new upgrades 

COMPLETE NOUNSENSE! 

IMC's latest word puzzle program 

BOOK LOOK 

How to computerise your accounts and look after that data! 

PEOPLE OF LETTERS 

Minding your P's and Q's with a new graphology program 

DTP 

A new clip-art program for Stop Press 

WITCH HUNT 

The latest game from Classic Quests 

Regulars 

NEWS PLUS 

More people, products and places in the PCW world 

MASTERFILE 8000 

How to manage your records 

LOCOSCRIPT 

Getting the most out of your stock layouts 

SPEAKEASY 

Brian Holley considers the merits of PCW computerisation 

CASE IN POINT 

We visit the PCW-produced Jewish Chronicle 

LISTINGS 

More BASIC type-ins 

LANGFORD 

Continued musings from our regular columnist 

TIPOFFS 

Four pages of shortcuts to success for you and your PCW 

THE GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 

Word processors, accounts/payroll, utilities and DTP 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

Bargain city starts here 

POSTSCRIPT 

You have your say 

BACK PAGE 

Sign up here to win three books 
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MINI OFFICE TO THE RESCUE 

|J How to keep tabs on your domestic 
expenditures 








|| CASE IN POINT 

The PCW finds a home in the busy 
offices of The Jewish Chronicle 




m PORTABLE COMPUTING 
i'.M The Atari Portfolio learns to talk to 
mLM the PCW 
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PEOPLE OF LETTERS 

The team puts a graphology package 
through its paces 



Arnor's 1990 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is now firmly established as the alternative to Loooscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing " Keyboard macros * File conversion • Comprehensive Find & Replace « Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product 1 yourcomputer 
"The great strength ot this package is its ease ot use" cwta 
" Protext is the solution to all Loooscript s drawbacks" pcw 
" Makes Locoscript look like a snail " soooplus 

"Simply the best word processing program to date for the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Protext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

At long last an independently 
produced book about Protext, 
written by Rob Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protex1...A PCW User's guide 
246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



New low prices for CP/M languages 



MAXAM il 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops • Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory » compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping • set memory limits for stepping » stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

"Maxam II -now the best gets even better" cwtacpc 

"A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly" acu 

"The thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product" cwtacpc 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated" amstrad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 

* fast and easy to use * on screen help 

* two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

" Very good value for money " amstrad pcw 

" Streets ahead in terms of programming 
power" amstrad action 

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got it right' amstrad computer user 

"All the facilities necessary to write 
complete applications programs " 

POPULAR computing weekly 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



BCPL 

Flexible, fast, general 
programming language. 



purpose 



Extensive set of I/O libraries 
including access to CP/M routines. 
Example source files supplied, 
including full screen editor and all 
the libraries. Comprehensive 
60 page manual covers the 
language and gives details of the 
libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexible and 
powerful" cwta 

"Good library of procedures ... very 
fast " 8000 plus 

"Amor's dear, concise manual will 
have you programming 

confidently very rapidly " 

amstrad action 



RRP £24.95 Sale £12.00 



All programs run on PCW82S6/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



ffe/easfngyovrm/c/vSpote/rtia/.. . 
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Amor Ltd (EPJ, 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



Talk, talk 



It's always good to see more and 
more ot the PCW's potential actually 
being realised. Since its first 
appearance on the scene some five 
years ago, the PCW has been 
striving masterfully to shake off the 
shackles of its original dedicated 
word processor tag. 

The PCW is no longer an 
airhead, chugging nobly away in 
splendid isolation, confined to 
churning out word processed 
documents. And yet the 



opportunities that are available are 
rarely made apparent when you 
first walk into your local computer 
retail outlet. 

Computer salesmen don't 
always know an awful lot about 
the products they are selling; one 
has even been overheard telling a 
prospective PCW purchaser that 
the machine won't run anything 
other than LocoScript. As he 
propelled his by now visibly 
bewildered customer towards the 
PC section of the shop, he could 
be heard further consolidating his 
ignorance with the line "Databases 



and spreadsheets are the realm of 
those larger, faster and altogether 
more attractive machines, the 
PCs. Would you care to come 
this way?" 

Far from being a stay-at- 
home, pipe and slippers machine, 
the PCW is actually quite 
outgoing. In many instances, it 
acts as a kind of crossover point 
between the user and the outside 
world. We like to think, at the risk 
of sounding faintly self- 
congratulatory, that 8000 Plus has 
played more than a fleeting part in 
spreading the word. Take Andrew 



NEWS PLUS 

Bibby's series of articles in which he 
regularly goes on-line or this 
month's feature on adding a 5.25 
inch disc drive. We've even got the 
PCW exchanging drivers with those 
24-pin dot matrixes, the bigger, 
supposedly butcher, cousins of the 
machine's native 9-pin printer. 
The PCW is becoming an 
increasingly outgoing machine; it's 
up to you to make the most of it. 



Chauvinist dig 



OASIS (Organisation Against 
Sexism in Software), is set to 
take the software industry by 
storm. The organisation's chief. 
Sandra Vogel, has been busy 
preparing a 'statement of intent' 
due for release later this year. 
The document comprises a 
series of principles by which 
editors of national computer 
magazines will strive to abide. 
The intent is to wipe out sexism 
throughout the computer world - 
from software design and 
marketing to computer magazine 
editorial and advertisment 
content. If editors of target 
publications endorse and stand 
by the statement then OASIS will 
have been responsible for 
making important structural 
changes in computing. 

OASIS was set up almost 
two years ago, and now has 
approximately 150 members, "... 
roughly half of whom are male" 
commented Sandra Vogel. The 
youngest subscriber is a nine 
year old girl; other members vary 
in both age and occupation, from 
programmers to businesspeople 
alike. Each member pays the 
nominal fee of £3.00 per year 
and receives six club magazines 
and a recommended list of non- 
sexist software to name but two 
perks. The organisation's 
financial back-up comes from the 
subscription fee, although, as 
Sandra says, "1 50 people paying 
£3.00 a year doesn't cover 
costs", so private donations are 
also welcome. Asked if any major 
figures in the software industry 
had contributed financially, 
Sandra replied/No. Although all 
donations would be gratefully 
received; frankly I would rather 
see them doing something 
positive to change the current 
situation." Publicity for the cause 
is on the increase. As well as 



national press coverage, 
(including recognition in both The 
Sunday Times and The Times 
Educational Supplement) Sandra 
has also been interviewed on 
Radio Scotland's discussion 
programme, "Head On". 

Sandra Vogel's hopes for the 
future are clear. " The software 
industry has to wake up to the 
fact that things are changing. The 
market is becoming more critical 
- and that doesn't just mean 
being anti-sexist." 

If you would like to find out 
more about OASIS, write to them 
at 3 Alden Court, Stanley Road, 
Wimbledon, London SW19 8RD. 
Watch this space for news on the 
release of OASIS' statement of 
intent. 

In the meantime, if you are 
seeking more immediate 
evidence of equilibrium in the sex 
war, you might like to invest in the 
International Biographical 
Centre's The World Who's Who 
of Women.' The publication, 
retailing at £75.00, has been 
updated for 1990, and includes 
entrants such as Barbara Bush 
and Corazano Aquino. You can 
contact the publishers on 0353 
721091. 




II you're a man and this makes you cringe, 
imagine what it does il you're a woman 




Doomed 



After the text-only adventures 
Countdown and Return to Doom 
you might have hoped that 
Topologika would produce 
something a little more lighthearted 
as far as actual titles are concerned 
- not so. 

The latest offering from the 
adventurers is the cheerfully named 
Last Days ot Doom, the final part of 
the Doom Trilogy. The aim of the 
game is simple - to save the dying 
planet Doom from expiry. Help (or 
hindrance) is at hand in the form of 
the computerised canine from 
Return to Doom' (imaginatively 
called 'robot dog'). Beware though, 
the pesky robot renegades from the 
other parts of the Doom trilogy have 



hitched a ride on the programmer's 
inspiration and are still lurking 
around trying to obstruct the true 
course of planet saving. 

The Last Days of Doom is 
available from Topologika. P.O Box 
39, Stilton, Peterborough PE7 3RL, 
priced £19.95. You also get a free 
copy of Hezarin (yet another game) 
and a cutout and keep model of the 
robot dog. 

ROBOT DOG 

CONSTRUCTION 

KIT 




Topologika! Oea ol a man's best tneno 



So, what's new 
then? 



Margin Maker, the company who 
brought you two printer accessories 
(the popular MM3 and Maxafit) have 
expanded beyond the relevance of 
their own name. Due to the release 
of a broad range of new products, 
including devices as diverse as 
automatic fluid valves and garden 
implements (?!) the company will 
henceforth be known as 'Simpell 
Solutions', and will be looking to 
expand yet further into the realm of 
'top quality, user friendly software'. 

They can also offer "advice, 
help and experience in the range of 
skills needed to turn good ideas into 
paying products." A complex 



committment for a Simpell 
organisation? Simpell Solutions can 
be contacted on 0784 452677. 

Meanwhile, Cornix Software 
(see pages 18 and 19 for a review 
of their Simple Accounts) have 
simply changed location. All orders 
and enquiries should now be 
directed to Tavistock House, 34/36 
Bromham Road, Bedford MK40 
2QD. Phone 0234 219969. 



Paper boon 



Whoever said that computers 
would be responsible for the 
dawning of a new age - that of the 
paperless office - must have had a 
screw loose somewhere. That, or 
they had never visited us v- — 
here at Monmouth Street. ***** 

May9o8000PLUS5 



mm PCW ADVANTAGE 

• THE BEST PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 

• TRIED & TESTED COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS 

• FAST DESPATCH - FIRST CLASS 

• PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 

• EASY START-UP MENU & 
INSTRUCTIONS 






PD AND SHAREWARE COMPILATIONS 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



PIT YOUR WITS C5.95 

Pit your wits against the computer with this set ot popular 
games:- Chess, Othello. Mastermind. Spellit. Rubiks Cube. Stone 
(Awarl), Biorhythm Plotter. TlcTacTo and Word Search Puzzle 
Maker. 

FUN * GAMES E5.95 

Plenty of entertainment from this selection ot well-known das 
sics:- Pacman. Space Invaders, Bomber, Maze Game. Hungry 
Snake. Pressup. PingPong. Return ol Arg, Game ol Lite. Bugs & 
Goll. 

JUNIOR CHALLENGE CS.95 

An entertaining selection written specially tor the PCW:- Aeria. 
Antics, Battleships. Burglar Bill, Car Park Blues, Fly Race. 
Biblical Hangman. MasterMind. Post Haste, Solitaire, Table 
Tester, Widget Factory. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS C5.95 

Startrek. Lunar Lander. Merchant, Trade, Boggle. Baseball. 3D 
Noughts 4 Crosses, Chase Quest, Homonyms, Horse Racing, 
Civil War. Baccarat. Craps. Hunt The Wumpus. Swarms. 
Blackjack, Square. Crazy-8. Hangman, American Football. 
Queen, Spies, Nim. Dots, Dragrace, Pilot. Strobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE C5.95 

The famous game which originated on main (rame computers, 
with save and re-load, Plus BESTIARY. "A well-produced, novel 
adventure" - Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE CS.9S 

Four entertaining cult games from Nemesis:- The Trial ot Arnold 
Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, The Wise and 
Fool ol Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free. "A good challlenge lots ol 
hints and tips and a good range ol responses" - 8000 Plus 

LOOO LOGIC C5.95 

Six educational programs specially wrilten lor DR-LOGO (sup- 
plied with your PCW) :- Plan the shortest route with AIRLINER, 
Guess the word with ANAGRAM, play HANGMAN. Use DRAW- 
ING with logo turtle, write and print tunes with MUSIC printer and 
use the DISC LABEL PRINTER 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS C5.95 

PCW-DRAW is a simple graphics drawing program - create, 
save, edit and print pictures BIO-MORPH Start with a simple fig- 
ure and after a few generations you have a set of complex and 
unique creatures PLUS GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README 
converts PCW screen to 45 characters. 



HOME & BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX E5.95 

you wan! to keep a mailing list, address book, club membership 
file or want 10 catalogue your records. CD's, stamps or books 
then this is the program for you. Similar to a card index system or 
Filofax, File Index comes with sort and printer routines and is 
easy lo use 

PRINT MASTER £5.95 

Now you can use your PCW and printer to good eftect by design- 
ing and printing your own customised Letterheads, Stationery, 
Calendars and Greeting Cards. Also prims signs and banners 

THE DESKMASTER C5.95 

This suite ol programs comprises a desk-top appointments calen- 
dar, calculator, memo-writer, card-lile database. Disc Includes 
label printer, home accounts, mortgage calculator, weather fore- 
caster. 

HOME VIDEO C5.95 

Keep track ot your video collection with this purpose-built pro- 
gram. Offers four Son Options and Forms Management System 
to print in order of title number, video number, global alphabetic 
or unique 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE C5.95 

Record your possessions and their value for house contents 
insurance. Record how much money you're spending or the 
value ol your stamp collection etc. Record how much money you 
have tied up in assets or use as a simple stock-taking program. 

LETAFONT (For PCW with dot matrix) C5.95 

Instead of seeing the same boring old character set on your PCW 
screen with Lelafont you can introduce any of 16 new styles. See 
them on your own programs and with most commercial pro- 
grams. See (he fonts ON SCREEN or use them when printing out 
text files - make your letters more varied and stylish (NOT 
Locoscnpl) Use Leta-Edit to edit the 16 fonts provided or re- 
design (he entire character set. 

KERMIT AND FRIENDS £5.95 

Plenty of programs for data transfer between computers (local 
and remole). access databases and bulletin boards. UKModem 
7, Kermit. MEX and various communications utilities This disc 
also contains software for PCW Viewdata and Prestrel emulation. 

STD CODEBOOK £5.95 

Text files containing lists ol all the UK STD codes and corre- 
sponding exchange names. Listed in numeric order ol STD 
codes and alphabetical order ol exchanges. Files are squeezed 
to gel them on one disc. 



WORD-SPREAD-BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £5.95 

A powerful WordStar-like editor which offers full sceeen editing, 
full block operations, windowing, automatic horizontal scroll (line 
length up to 255 characters), macro functions, word-wrap, format- 
ting, pagination, find/replace, undelete and more. 
SPREADSHEET £5.95 

For home accounts, mortgage repayments, small business and 
multiple calculation exercises. Workspace of 60 rows by 26 
columns, menu-driven command entry, enter text, numenc value 
or calculation (* - * / with reference to any cell or total). Print fac- 
ility and documentation. 

DATABASE £5.95 

A small relational database for storing simple data and producing 
reports from the data. Uses free format query language with 
macros and commands plus on-line help. A good introduction to 
the concept of databases Disc also contains a useful Inventory 
Database 

KEYBASE II £5.95 

Fully menu-dnven - Record Set Up, Data Entry. Erase, Count 
Records. Set Report Fields, Run Report Search. Display Last 
Output, Repeat Last Search, Search & Extract, Set Key Index, 
Pnnt Records plus extensive tile maintenance and indexing fea- 
tures. This shareware version is useable but limited in capacity 
but with more than enough to evaluate (he program and set up a 
simple database. "KeyBase is well designed, simple to use and it 
works. A good value database." 6000 Plus. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER £5.95 

Does for calculations what your Word Processor does for text. 
Retrieve mathematical expressions (formulae) from disc files, cal- 
culate their results, modify them and store them back on to disc 
Create files or formulae as you meet them and store them into 
expression files together with explanatory text. Plenty of menu 
and screen prompts puts extensive on-line help. Up to 1 5 sig figs, 
over 100 characters with any number ol brackets and arithmetic, 
trig, log and % expressions. 



PROGRAMMING 



THE ZBO PROGRAMMER £5.95 

A complete Z80 Assembler creates an executable .COM program 
from your Assembler file. Includes Z80 Disassembler, Z60 
Debugger. Z80 Library. 8080 Disassembler, Z80 to 8080 
Translator and utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER £5.95 

Not sure which language to go lor? Try the small C Compiler, a 
practical and useable introduction to C. The disc includes source 
code and documentation. Produces executable .COM programs. 

C TOOLBOX £5.95 

Practical examples ol C at work. C source (lor a variety of compil- 
ers) with .COM programs. As a bonus the programs are quite 
useful too. 

PROLOG • BO £5.95 

Fascinating introduction to Al. I/O control, database manipulation, 
global variables, arrays, blocks, unification etc. With editor 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER C5.95 

Find out more about this fascinating Artificial Intelligence inter- 
preter. Plenty of on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 DISC SET) £10.95 

A professional -quality Pascal Compiler which comes with exten- 
sive documentation and plenty of source code examples. 

GOING FORTH £5.95 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces executable 
programs. Disc contains extensive documentation, library files 
and utilities. 



UTILITIES 



INSTA-MENU C5.95 

Locoscript-style menu presentation lor CP/M programs Easy 
access lo user areas, simple cursor -controlled program selection 
for running, typing, erasing and copying programs. The ideal 
"front end*. 

IN-CONTROL E5.95 

Two main functions - FILE CONTROL features Copy, Delete, 
Rename, Print Change User Number, Change Attributes. Log, 
sort. Go To and Word Processor-style text file editing - DISC 
CONTROL leatures Disc Map, Disc Parameters, Sector Editor - 
File Editor and unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES C5.95 

NSWP Newsweep one key erase, copy rename and print plus 
many other features, SUPERZAP Disc sector editor - edit by 
track/sector ro by lilename, DISCKITA disc lormatter, 1 78K data 

format and 5 ' 4" second drive, plus a dozen more useful programs 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES C5.95 

SIDEWAYS -prints text file (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your 
pnnter. SORT any ASCII list into alphabetical order. WORD 
COUNT. LOCOUNT Word Count for Locoscnpl files, WSCLEAN, 
CALENDAR GENERATOR, SPELLING CHECKER, SCORING 
CARD. BANNER Printers, TYPEWRITER emulator. 

DISC ORGANISATION CS.95 

CATALOGUE your disc collection and produce a pnnted Index. 
LU LIBRARY lor archiving and saving disc space, MENU SYS- 
TEM. FILE DATING SYSTEM, SQUEEZE and UNSOUEEZE lor 
saving up to 40% disc space. 



Four ways to buy: 

n~| PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
■— ' ACCESS or VISA number 
\T\ FAX: 0242 226755 

Pf] POST your Cheque, Postal Order, 

or Eurocheque 

[4] COLLECT direct from our 
1 — ' showroom 



COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS 



DISC DESIGN PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE 



FORMS BOX COMPENDIUM £19.95 

Save yourself a lot of time and money by using this set of over 
80 ready-to print Locoscnpt forms Use them as they are or 
edit them to your requirements. Disc includes Personal 
Organiser, Home, Finance, Planner and Business sections. No 
manual required. 
UTILITY PLUS £19.95 

This disc is packed with time-saving programs to get the best 
out of your PCW. Includes Address Book and Mailing Label 
Printer, File Sorter. Converter for text lo multi-column format. 
Letter, Word and Sentence Counter, Dot Matrix Printer Set-Up 
Commands and more. 

HYPERTEXT £19.95 

Regard it as a 3 dimensional text processor. Subject words 
used in one level are described in more detail in the lower 
level. Words in the lower level can be further amplified in me 
next level etc. Hypertext wonts in a similar way to the human 
brain by removing information using associative links between 
topics. A very powerful tool when assembling documentation and 
reference materials 
EXPERT SYSTEM £19.95 

An Expert System helps analyse a problem logically. With it 
you can build your own custom knowledge base. Builds up 
and maintains a database of information which is linked by a 
pre-defined set of rules. Each rule specifies the facts which 
have to be true before a conclusion can be reached. A typical 
expert system would ask a series of questions. Each answer 
given would then lead to a more detailed question until the 
system is ready to offer a solution to the problem. 

TEXTBASE £19.95 

Textbase is designed to assemble a database from a series of 
previously created text (ASCII) files. Once assembled in the 
database the files can be searched, sorted, printed etc. 
SECURITY £19.95 

Ensure that only authorised persons have access to your files 
This effective system uses simple password control to gair 
access to your files with a key word or key phrase of up to 255 
characters. 

SUPASTAT £19.95 

A large collection of statistical programs and utilities desgmed 
to run under Mallard BASIC. Easy to use with full menu selecton 



ADVANTAGE ENTERTAINMENT SOFTWARE 



SLIDER C9.95 

A unique computer version of the mechanical sliging squares 
puzzle. Pictures are divided up on a grid ol squares, which are 
then mixed up; your task is to slide them around to re-assem- 
ble the pictures. 

PCW-DRAUGHTS C9.95 

A well-presented and challenging version ol the well-known 
board game, played against the computer. Large, clearly present 
ed board making the most of the PCWs hi-resolution graphics. 

VERBIAGE C9.9S 

A novel computer game based on the popular TV Quiz 
"COUNTDOWN" Take turns with the computer to choose 9 let- 
ters from the alphabet by stating VOWEL or CONSONENT 
Make the longest word you can - ihe computer will do the 
same. Whoever has Ihe longesl word wins! 

TRIVIA QUIZ C9.95 

A multi-choice game with plenty of last-action graphics and 
sound, competitive scoring and a wide variety ol questions. 
Gameplay is easy to understand and each round is short 
enough to maintain interest. For age 8 to adult. "Guaranteed 
completely trivial" - 8000 Plus. 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER £33.95 

COBOL is an industry standard data processing language, 
suitable lor business applications. Based on ANSI- 1974 
Standard COBOL, Nevada features runtime error messages, 
random access and sequential tiles and integration of assembly 
language using the DR MAC assembler 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER C33.9S 

Offers floating point to 14 digits, trace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler, 26 built-in functions, 9 built- 
in procedures, 15 I/O lunctions, random sequential and 
indexed tile I/O lunctions, histogram activity analyser and 
access to system calls. 

NEVADA FORTRAN COMPILER C33.95 

Adheres closely lo the ANSI x3 9-1966 standard with some 
1977 extensions. Advance leatures include THEN, ELSE, 
COPY, CHAINing and TRACE. With two-pass assembler, ran- 
dom I/O file. 25 general purpose subroutine/function library 
and runtime error reports. No linking. 

MIX C COMPILER with comprehensive manual and tutorial £33.95 

MIX C EDITOR lor all your source code editing £19.95 

MIX C ASM UTILITY & TUTORIAL SOURCE CODE 

EXAMPLES _ £10.95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBRARY Ready to run graphics routines ...£10.95 

HISOFT C COMPILER Popular compiler with EDB0 editor £44.95 

HISOFT ZBASIC COMPILER The only Basic compiler for 

PCW £64.95 

HISOFT MODULA-2 COMPILER Powerful implementation £49.95 

HISOFT PASCAL 80 Well-known compiler with ED80 editor £44.95 

HISOFT FORTH Interesting compiler with ED 80 editor £24 95 

HISOFT DEVPAC 80 V2 Complete 280 Assembler with ED80 £44 95 



ADVANTAGE (EP) 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ TEL 0242 224340 
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But if your social conscience is 
beginning to prick you a little as you 
survey the amount of natural 
resources that you and your printer 
waste every day, then a company in 
Sheffield may well have the answer. 

Earthwrite Cooperative Ltd 
were founded in 1 986 by three 
people who had long been involved 
in recycling and other 
environmental issues. Nowadays, 
this flourishing business provides 
users of all home and business 
computers with a range of 
continuous stationery (all standard 
sizes catered for) made entirely of 
recycled waste. Earthwrite claim 
that their paper will withstand the 
most rigorous of treatment, and, 
says Pete Stewart, "We can confirm 
that by early May we well be able to 
supply 1 0Ogsm (grams per square 
metre) A4 high quality watermarked 
continuous stationery from the 
Conservation range." 

For prices, samples and 
specialist information regarding the 
availability and use of all types of 
recycled paper, write to Earthwrite 
Co-operative Ltd, Unit 1 B, Carlisle 
House, 99 Carlisle Street, East 
Sheffield. 



Making it public 



Due to an increased interest in 
Public Domain software and the 
lack of PD programs written on the 



PCW, the Keith Simons Collection 
was launched way back in the 
September of last year. 

The original version comprised 
some 1 69K of material and over 25 
useable programs written by Keith. 
Virtually all the programs were 
written in BASIC, useable on all 
PCWs and written for beginners and 
skilled programmers alike. 

Programs included financial and 
scientific calculators, a full screen 
text editor, educational games, a 
trivia game, utilities and business 
and domestic programs, all with 
very full instructions and menu- 
driven access. A second version of 
the disc has now been released, 
adding still more programs and 
another 1 31 K to the disc. As Keith 
comments, "All the features (and all 
the programs) which made the 
Collection so unique have been 
preserved in Version Two." 

The 'flagship' of the new 
version, reports Keith, is TypeSet; 
this BASIC program enables text to 
be typed out with proportional 
spacing and full justification (using 
the best possible resolution 
available on the PCW dot-matrix 
printer) in a variety of typestyles: 
normal, bold, gothic and roman, to 
name but a few. Another program 
called FontEdit enables fonts to be 
edited or new fonts to be made. 

Two COM utilities are added: a 
file copier and word counter. Further 



new additions include three 
LocoMail programs, calculators and 
an array generating program. All 
programs are fully documented for 
the beginner. 

The initial distributor of the disc 
is PCW-World User Group, 
Cotswold House, Cradley Heath, 
Warley. West Midlands, B64 7F. 
They will supply non-members with 
the programs for £5.45 and that 
includes a new 3" disc as well as 
the copying fee and postage and 
packing. For further information, 
talk to Gerry Austin at PCW-World 
on 0384 66269. 



Paper pack writer 



Ever noticed how continuous 
stationery is only ever 
supplied in bulk? Not 
ideal if you're a home 
computer enthusiast. 
Well, Sternstat is a 
company who are 
distributing through 
stationers and dealers 
nationwide a quite unique 
range of continuous 
stationery in smaller user 
packs. Called Impact 
Pro-Line, the new range 
consists of three different 
pack sizes (1000 sheets, 
500 sheets or 200 
sheets), four paper 
colours (pastel pink, blue, 



yellow or your common or garden 
white) and two paper qualities (70 
or80gsm). 

Another real bonus, claim 
Sternstat, is the inclusion of 
continuous, sprocket-fed 
envelopes. They maintain that there 
is no real reason why users of 
dedicated word processors 
shouldn't, eventually, kiss labels 
goodbye forever. 

So, what's the damage? Well, 
the prices vary - from £6.81 for a 
200-sheet pack of white 70 gsm 
bond to £23 for 1000 sheets of 
white 70 gsm. The continuous 
envelope stationery is supplied in 
packs of 50 at £14.61. 

If that's whetted your 
appetite, talk to John Wise 



v~- 




CLUB 



Mmmmm 25 

For the first time in a few months we have 
received a communication from the M25 
Club. From the look of the newsletter it 
would appear that they have been getting 
into MicroDesign II. We are informed that 
it was produced using that package by 
our old friend Gunter Wittenberg during a 
club demonstration session. From the 
contents of same it would appear that 
there is still a healthy amount of activity 
occurring as well. 

Tony Brown, the Membership 
Secretary, reminds everyone that the 
name of the club derives from the fact 
that, "... most of us live near the M25 
motorway, in west or north London. But the 
M25 also runs near the Dartford Tunnel and 
places like Leatherhead and none of us live 
there. We overlooked that when we 
adopted the M25 label." 

At the recently held third AGM a new 
commitee was elected. It's good to see that 
PCW stalwart Ken Ritchie is still at the 
helm as chairperson but for information as 
to how to join the club you should phone 
Tony Brown himself on 01 8413666. The 



club has a wide range of experience, 
dealing with matters as diverse as 
LocoScript (1 and 2), Sage Retrieve and 
Stockmarket among others. All this 
experience will cost you a paltry £1 .00 per 
meeting. By the way, the club also provide 
a file transfer service for 3 inch to 5.25 and 
3.5 inch formats for no extra cost. 

Jumper lead 

Although we would never admit this in 
public, the Club News desks can be 
sweetened up. This was recently done to 
great effect when a large, soft package 
plopped onto the doormat. Contained in its 
folds was a smart red sweatshirt (size 
large - how did they know?) with the 
legend "Hereford Amstrad User Group" in 
yellow emblazoned over the chest. The 
rest of the 8000 Plus office looked into the 
Club News cubby hole enviously. 

The Hereford Amstrad User Group 
(HAG) have arranged trips in the near 
future (to Rank Xerox for one) and the 
normal, busy and informative activities 
including tutorial and discussion sessions 
will continue. If you would like to find 



out more, you should phone David Rose on 
(Hereford) 0432 267213. 

Yorks a lummy! 

A new group is on the horizon and it needs 
your support. Jae Campbell tells us that 
the Ground Floor Centre, Hebden Bridge, 
West Yorkshire now have a club which 
involves the PCW as well as a few other 
computers such as the Apple Macintosh, 
PC and Atari St. The centre has access 
for the less physically able among our 
readers and holds meetings on the second 
and last Monday of each month. For 
more information please contact Jae 
Campbell on 0422 844991 . 

Notts untied 

Another new club, the PCW will soon have 
more supporters than Oldham Athletic FC; 
this one is called the Retford PCW User 
Group (RUG??). Membership at the 
moment stands at 1 people and the 
membership fee is £10.00 per annum. We 
will keep you up to date with activities but 
for more information you should call Paul 
Tew on 0777 870038. 




to 



Ma»»8000PLUS7 



NEWS PLUS 



(01 991 1666), Director of Business 
Development, Electronic Office 
Supplies, Sternstat Ltd, 24B 
Perivale Industrial Park, Horsenden 
Lane South, Perivale, Middlesex 
UB6 7RJ. 



London calling! 



Please take note: from May 6th, the 
London telephone number 01 prefix 
will change to 081 . Have a look at 
our listing on page 59 which shows 
you how to automatically convert all 
your databased phone numbers. 



Cut the sheet 



In last month's Postscript, we 
published a letter from a reader who 
was wondering if there were any 
dust covers available which would 
accommodate the 9512 printer with 
the cut sheet feeder in place. We 
said that, as far as we were aware, 
there weren't any suppliers of such 
a thing. Well, just as we hoped they 
would, someone wrote in to tell us 
that, in fact, Hounslow-based 
Hamilton Business Systems 
produce a three-piece set of dust 
covers for the 9512, plus sheet 
feeder, for £13.95. The same covers 
for 951 2 minus feeder cost £1 2.95, 
while the 8000 series three-piece 
sets cost £1 1 .95. For further 
information, talk to Bob Hamilton at 
38 Green Lane, Hounslow, London 
TW4 6JF on 01 577 0098. 
Alternatively, fax through your order 
on 01 572 1481. 



Pssst! 



Avon Business Computers' Point of 
Sale stock control and invoicing 
system not only produces daily 
accounts in ledger form on paper 
printout, it also integrates fully with 
Sagesoft's Popular Accounts 
package to update both the Sales 
and Nominal ledgers. 

And with accounts programs 




von 



POINT-OF-SALE 
far the 

Amstrad PCWB512 



60 ol these available lor 8000 readers; save £134! 



firmly to the fore in this month's 
issue, ABC MD Adrian Wilkins is 
now prepared to offer - exclusively 
through the pages of 8000 Plus - 
sixty Point of Sales programs at £60 
each inclusive of VAT and postage. 
This represents a reduction from 
£169 (plus VAT, £194.35) - a total 
saving of over £134. And not only 
do you get the program, you will 
also be entitled to a free 30-day 
support line. Not bad going, really. 
For further information, talk to 
Adrian on 0761 70543 at Avon 
Business Computers, New Road, 
High Littleton, Bristol BS18 5JH. 



The art of noise 
reduction 



Computer equipment of all kinds 
generates static electricity, 
especially in environments where 
synthetic fabrics such as nylon are 
widely used, and if this is allowed to 
go unchecked, substantial charges 
will build up. These not only attract 
dust, but can, in some 
circumstances, lead to data 
corruption and equipment 
malfunction if discharged suddenly. 

Rexel anti-static tough mats, 
designed specifically to deal with 
this problem are now available from 
Action Computer Supplies for use 
under computers, printers, VDUs, 
keyboards and mice. 

The mats are conductive and, 
claim their manufacturers, static 
charges leak away to earth via a 
one-megohm, 10-m cable; all you 
have to do is touch the mat before 
you touch the machine or any part 
of it. Action further maintain that as 
well as minimising static problems, 
the mats reduce the transmission of 
noise and vibration when used 
under printers and keyboards. 
(Anyone who uses the 951 2's 
daisy wheel on a regular basis will 
appreciate just what a godsend 
that can be.) 

Prices range from £11 .30 to £30. 
For further information, call Action 
Computer Supplies, Abercorn 
Commercial Centre, Manor Farm 
Road, Wembley, Middlesex HA0 
1WL on 0800 333 333. 



Monitoring your 
means 



Never let it be said that PCW 
software houses are ever backward 
in coming forward. The Evesham 
Welfare Benefits Program have just 
released a PCW version of their 
upgraded five-year-old workhorse 
which calculates a person's or 
family's entitlement to the main 




He couldn'l do it' can you' 



means tested benefits - Family 
Credit, Income Support, Rent 
Rebate and Community Charge 
Benefit. You may be pleased to hear 
that this latest release also includes 
the calculation of the recently 
introduced Community (Poll) 
Charge (Tax) Transitional Relief. 

The program is intended mainly 
for advice workers, while the handy 
help screens will assist those who 
may not be entirely familiar with the 
latest regulations. 

So, what prompted the 
conversion of the program into PCW 
format? Say the program's 
organisers, "As Voluntary 
Organisations and Social Service 
Departments tend to be the main 
users of the program, it has been 
designed to run on the Amstrad 
PCW series of machines which 
often 'double up' at work as the 
office word processor." 

The Evesham Welfare Benefits 
Program costs £100 (no VAT). For 
any further information, please call 
Mr Bailey at 4, Simon de Montfort 
Drive, Evesham, Worcs WR11 4NR 
on 0386 443340. 



The family way 



It you read last month's Genealogy 
feature, you will have seen that 
Kintech have stopped producing 
Personal Ancestral File, one of 
the best family history programs for 
the PCW. 

The good news is that 
agreements have just been 
concluded between Bristol-based 
TRACS (Tony Reece Computer 
Services), The Church of the Latter 
Day Saints (the original developers 
of the software) and Kintech. Under 
these agreements, TRACS will sell 
and support Personal Ancestral File 
(PCW version) in the UK starting 
from mid-April. 

Tony Reece commented, "The 
Personal Ancestral File software, 
being a market leader fits well into 
the range of computers, home and 
business software sold by TRACS." 

For further details, you should 
contact Tony at 94 Coombe Lane, 
Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol BS9 2AP 
on 0272 682321. 



SNIPPETS 



A real brick 

Our thanks go to Mrs Ann Lisle 
from Tyne and Wear who sent us 
a rather interesting April Fools 
snippet from her paper. Managing 
Director of the official Amstrad 
Users Group, Eric Innes, was out 
having his early morning swim 
when eight of his staff arrived at his 
Sunderland home and promptly 
bricked up his driveway with no 
less than 400 bricks. It seems that 
Mr Innes was charged £50 as a 
donation to the TV Telethon fund- 
raising marathon for the pleasure. 

One more for the 
AgendA 

Microwriter Systems pic. man- 
ufacturers of the AgendA (see our 
February review), have launched 
a programming language, AgendA 
Basic Code (ABC), for their 
electronic personal organiser. ABC 
enables professional software 
writers, individual users and in- 
house corporate programmers to 
produce application programs for 
the AgendA.The language follows 
BASIC closely and existing BASIC 
programs can be run on the 
AgendA with minimal adaptation. 
For more information, call Nicola 
Fuller of Christow Consultants 
Ltd on 01 495 8565. Meanwhile, 
please FAX any technical 
questions you might have to 
Jonathan Allen on 0271 24183. 

Please, please, please 

Herewith a heartfelt plea from each 
member of the 8000 Plus editorial 
staff (but especially the Editor). 
Can those readers who are making 
subscription renewals or inquiries, 
or who are writing in to order back 
issues or special offers, please 
address their letters or direct their 
telephone calls to our Somerton 
office, the address and telephone 
number of which can be found in 
the middle of the panel to the left of 
the Opening Menu. 

It will make all our lives (but 
especially the Editor's) a whole lot 
easier. Thank you very much. 

Gaps and deficiencies 

Are you thinking of setting up a 
small business? Do you already 
run one and are you thinking of 
fully computerising it? 

Well, the Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry have 
written a paper called "Gaps and 
Deficiencies in the Computer 
Training market" and, off the back 
of this, has come a video training 
package. For more details call 
Maureen Styan on 061 236 3210. 
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WED MORE MEMORY? 

hen plug In a RAMPAC 



• Compatible with ail Amstrad PCW's 
simply plugs into the expansion port. 

• Adds 512k of RAM, instantly! 

• Through connector allows continued 
use of other peripherals. 

• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 

• Only £99.00 + VAT. 
Total £113.85. Postage free.g; 




SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
West Sussex BN12 5LW. Tel:0903 700288. 



SERIAL/PARALLEL 

INTERFACES 



Wor, 



Amstrad PCW's 






SCA products are deslg 

manufactured in the UK 

and fully supported 

with a money back 

guarantee. 



SEA 

Professional , 

• Full 8 Bit Centronics / 
parallel port 
for printers and plotters 



Full duplex RS232 serial port for 
communications at all speeds 
between 75 and 19200 Baud 

• User Manual supplied with details 
of cables 

• Only £48.00 + VAT. Total £55.20. Postage free 

SCA Professional Plus 

All the above functions plus: 

• Real Time Clock and calendar with on-screen 
digital clock display 

• Demonstration software supplied on a 3" diskette 

• Automatic CP/M time and date stamping 
Only £57.00 + VAT. Total £65.55. Postage Iree 





SCA Systems Ltd., 
61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
West Sussex BN12 5LW. 
Tel: 0903 700288 






5.25 INCH DRIVE 



DRIVING SCHOOL 

It's big, it's brash and it could make your life easier. What is Tim Smith 
talking about? A 5.25 inch disc drive for your PCW of course 




B-ware! 

The new 5.25 inch is treated by 
the PCW in exactly the same 
way as a normal B: dnve. 8256 
owners should look at me 
relevant section in the PCW 
manual lor details ot twin dnve 
machines. This means thai it 
you already have a B: drive, 
you will lose the use ol it The 
reasons that the cables which 
are normally used to lit the 
standard B: drive are now used 
to accommodate the new drive 



! 



The price of discs is scandalous" goes up the cry. Now 
admittedly, the 3 inch discs which you use with the 
PCW do last, are hard wearing and are reliable. But 
cheaper magnetic media do exist. The 5.25 inch 
drives which were once the standard PC format (they are 
rapidly being superseded by the 3.5 inch variety) can cost as 
little as 50p each and, what's more, with the correct software, 
you can use them to transfer data between PCWs and PCs. 
The, still-selling-like-hotcakes, Amstrad PC1512 and 1640 
machines make use of 5.25 inch media and the bulk of other 
IBM clones still come with this format. Many PCW users find 
themselves forced to use these MSDOS (Microsoft Disc 
Operating System) machines at work while carrying out other 
tasks at home with their chosen machine. Alternatively, many 
business people use PCWs but find that their accountants or 
clients have been carried away with PC hype. Data exchange 
is obviously imperative in all of these situations and because 



writing out a SuperCalc 2 sheet longhand is not the most 
relaxing of tasks, other ways of achieving the exchange must 
be found. One of the quickest and easiest methods to achieve 
this is to fit an additional 5.25 inch drive to your PCW. 

If you merely want to use your new drive as a 
straightforward B: drive, albeit one which uses cheaper discs, 
you can skip the following section and get straight on to fitting 
it. If, on the other hand you actually want transfer between PC 
and PCW then read on ... 

Disckit detail 

On the back of the new 5.25 inch drive you will notice two 
switches. One is the white, ON/OFF power switch while the 
other, metallic one, acts as a toggle between 40 track (PC) 
and 80 track (PCW) disc formats. When formatting a disc for 
use as a simple PCW B: drive, this toggle should be set to 80 
track which will give you 160 tracks per disc (80 each side) 



Fitting the drive 

The first thing to do is unplug your PCW from 
the mains. Because some voltage is retained it 
might be a wise idea to leave the machine 
turned off over night. Next morning, get a 
blanket or rug on which to lay your PCW 
without scratching the screen. 

There are six retaining screws on the back 
of your PCW 8000 series machines (don't 
worry 9512 owners, we have a an entire 
feature on this planned for you next month). All 
you need to remove these is a long-handled 
cross-head (Philips screwdriver). Once these 
are removed, the casing will come away from 
the machine and you will see the inner secrets. 






8256 owners will see a slightly different 
picture to the photographs shown here 
because they only have one drive 
fitted. In this case they will see two leads secured 
by a plastic strap, clip this with some scissors 
and the two leads will come free. The wide, grey 
ribbon cable is the information handler while the 
smaller white cable is the power supply. Because 
the 5.25 inch drive comes with a separate power 
supply you will not need to bother with the internal 
cable. 

8512 owners will see that these two cables are 
plugged into the lower of their two drives. 
Disconnect both cables - now you see how easy 
it is to reconnect them if you decide that you need 
to use your PCW B: drive again in the future. 
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5.25 INCH DRIVE 



and a storage capacity of 800k. DISCKIT is unable to fomat 
discs to 40 tracks. So when reading from or writing to a disc 
formatted on a PC, you must set the toggle to 40 tracks. If 
you don't, you'll get a nasty grinding noise and a rather 
unwelcome error message. 

Along with the Pace drive comes a 5.25 inch disc (80 track 
PCW fomat) with software called TDOS (make a copy of this 
disc to 3 inch format using PIP or even Disckit as normal). 
The DOS stands for operating system, the T stands for 
Transfer. TDOS is run from the CP/M B> prompt using your 
new 5.25 inch B: drive and allows quick and easy transfer of 
files from PC to PCW disc formats and vice versa. 

Lovely configure 

Because the PC and PCW configure their discs in different 
formats, such software is essential if you want to exchange 
data. Instead of having to buy new cables, an interface and 
comms software, TDOS allows you to put a PC written disc in 
the new drive (setting the toggle to 40 track first) and then 
read or write to it from the PCW. You should bear in mind that 
both computers use different operating systems. 

The PCW uses CP/M while PCs make use of MSDOS (or 
PCDOS). The reason for this is that the two types of machine 
use different processor chips. This means that programs 
which run on one will not run on the other. Although it is 
possible to get an add-on card for some makes of PC which 
will enable them to emulate the PCW's Z80 chip, the 
converse is not (yet) true. 

So, all you can really transfer over are ASCII files. These 
can be produced by Protext, LocoScript, Masterfile 8000 and 



SuperCalc2 to mention just four. Equally the common PC 
word processors such as WordStar or WordPerfect will also 
produce ASCII files. There is a version of Mallard BASIC for 
the PC (which you have to pay for) so, theoretically at least, 
BASIC programs written on the PCW can be sent over to the 
PC. So, now get on and fit your new 5.25 inch B drive. ■ 



Spend, spend, spend 

5.25 inch drives are available from the following suppliers: 



Company Drive & Price 'i 



Silicon City Pace ♦ TDOS = £134 0209 891141 

West of Britain Pace ♦ TDOS = £1 21 ,70' 0558 823782 
RSC Ltd FD7 (own brand) = £1 39.00' 0923 243301 



Pinboard 



TEACFD55FR = £95 



0462 894410 



(Prices with marked with an ' exclude VAT). 



5.25 inch discs are available from all over the place; check out the 
advertisements In 8000 Plus or our sister magazine PC Plus for 
details. If you buy in bulk (25 and over) you could find yourself 
paying as little as 50p a disc. As with any disc, however, it is better 
to go for the brand names such as Maxell, TDK and 3M. 



Daisy chains 

For Ihose ol you lucky 
enough lo have iwo drives 
already, here slhe... less 
lhan good news. You do have 
10 lose the use ol your S. 
dnve Back m 29 (February 
1989) we aid prml a letter 
Irom a DJ Perry who 
mentioned that daisy chaining 
was possible Daisy chaining 
is basically fitting both drives 
in parallel and then toggling 
between them Even using 
this system means that one 
drive has to be on and one oft 
Consequently you will always 
lose the use ol at least one. 



HThe lead from the 5.25 inch drive needs to be fed 
through the printer port at the back of the PCW; yes it will 
fit quite happily and you will still be able to fit your printer. 
The ribbon cable which comes with the new drive has a male 
connector (males, it seems always have their pins sticking out). 




HThe next action 
is simplicity 
itself; fit the 
male connector to the 
female on the PCW's 
ribbon cable. Once 
this has been done, 
the most irritating 
element of the whole 
shibang takes place - 
putting the casing 
back on with the new 
ribbon cable sticking 
through the printer 
port. The best way to 
do this is to find a 
good charity and 
provide yourself with 
a swear box - the 
charity will appreciate 
it and you will feel 
less initiated. 



HOnce the casing 
has been refitted 
and the money sent 
off you should fit a plug to 
the new drive, plug it and 
the PCW in and you're 
ready for the off. Set the 
toggle on the back of the 
drive and use DISCKIT to 
format some discs 
exactly as if they were 
normal B: drive discs. 
You now have an 
upgraded machine. 



Thanks to Silicon City (0209 89114 1) for the loan ot the 5.25 inch drive 
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ON TEST 



A FRIEND INDEED 



BASIC programming is an art which has 
users over the years. Tim Smith looks 



been discovered by many PCW 
at five ways to make it easier 



Charity appeal 

Buy Basic Needs and you 
Know lhal your money will be 
going lo a very worthy cause, 
the RNU (or Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute). 



BASIC NEEDS 

E9.95 (£5 to the RNLI) • Luxylan Software • 
0726 850820 

This little bundle of joy costs under a tenner and once you 
have cracked its. to put it politely, eccentric documentation, 
you will find your programming that bit more pleasant. It is 
a BASIC bundle for programming buffs and an element of 
foreknowledge is assumed. But don't let that put the non- 
programmers among our readers off; if you want to get into 
the art, this bundle could ease the learning process. 

Copy cat 

Basic Needs comprises five files which can be run under 
Mallard BASIC. FCMP.BAS is a utility which compares two 
BASIC files on screen and then gives a report on the 
number of inconsistencies between the two. As both 
program lines are printed simultaneously on screen, this is 
a boon when checking amended listings from originals. 

BASIC editing made easy ... and cheap 

■ I'llllllllill'fliBfllif tditing Source Hi CLOCK. BUS 



i 



.10* 20* 30* 40* ,60* 60*., 

CI.nCK.RAS hu Hikp Hiaainhntlnn 



..70*. 



Tiisl 
.80*. 



) ■*» Prints elapsed tine since keypress. 
30 G0SUB 90t 
10 PRINT clt;CHRI<7>«= 

50 INPUT "DfiUIT, 2>CL0CK, 3)MESSAGE ";kt<= 

51 k/.=URL(km 

52 IF k/<0 OR k/>3 THEN GOTO 40* 
50 ON kX G0SUB 510, 160,520 t 

70 GOTO 40* 

80 REM '* SET UP UARIABLES AND FUNCTIONS ** 
90 t l =64S02!:'start of internal clock nenory* 
100 est=CHRI(27)t 



FRED, the FRiendly EDitor, allows you lo edit upio 500 lines ot BASIC code - that's 300 more than RPED. It also 
makes use ol LocoScript keys such as [DOC], [PAGE]. |LINE] and [FIND]; what more could you want? 



File B:C.BAS - Memory 2128 



Kane Refs Line Nunbers 



14579 14S85 



11 


8 


il 


6 


cl 


1 


ell 


4 


clsl 


1 


rll 


2 


ei 


2 


est 


5 


linn'/. 
1 


8 
1 



180,200,220,221,230,240,360,410 

200,230,240,370,370,420 

300 

40,110,170,290 

Sl6 

460,460 

480,490 

100,110,110,120,130 

360,370,380,380,380,380,400,430 

520 



Look into the 'logic' of some of those type-in listings with XPSS, another ol the programs to be lound in Basic Needs. 
XPSS traces variables and chases GOTOs and GOSUBS around a program 

FCPY.BAS takes over from where PIP leaves off. 
Firstly, you have to leave BASIC to use it and secondly, PIP 
will quite happily overwrite a file of the same name while 
copying. FCPY checks to see whether the destination file 
exists and, if it does, you are warned. An advantage over 
the BASIC copying method (usually SAVE "tilename) is that 
FCPY lets you use 'wildcards' (* and ?). You can also edit 
files as they are copied - nice addition. Finally. PRTA.BAS 
is a little utility which displays text files to screen or printer. 

The big guns 

We now come onto the meat of the matter. Two files which 
programmers will soon become very attached to indeed. 
XPSS.BAS will make checking those listings you find at the 
back of 8000 Plus every month far less of a grind to debug. 
This utility performs a trace on variables, GOTOs. GOSUBs 



and other statements. If you have ever had to chase the logic of 
a program all over the place - seeking out variables such as t$ 
and ti$ by the light of a 40 watt - this program will come as 
manna from heaven. The listings which this program produces 
can be sent to screen and printer. 

The real heart of the package, however, lies with FRED, the 
FRiendly EDitor. This program is impressively agile and versatile 
as file editor and program editor; it makes the PCW's bundled 
RPED.BAS look even more unfriendly than normal. Happily, 
FRED also makes use of the LocoScript keys to the right of the 
keyboard; [DOC],[PAGE),[LINE] and [EOL] are available for 
movement around a file (their [ALT) alternatives are also there to 
be used). For text manipulation, [CUT], [PASTE] and [FIND] are 
also there to be used. Just having a Find facility makes tracking 
variables a breeze. 

FRED is able to take files of up to 500 lines or 15k in ASCII 
form; this is 300 lines more lhan RPED.BAS will allow you. If you 
decide to use bigger files you are given warning and the file is 
chopped, only to be made whole once again at the end of the 
edit. All in all. FRED is a Mallard manipulator's dream. As with all 
of the other files on this disc, FRED can be listed out and altered 
to suit your own needs. This is a privilege which can easily be 
abused by software pirates (that also means people who 'lend' 
software, which is then copied and no fee paid to the 
programmer, to their friends); we hope this is not the case as a 
great deal of work has obviously gone into the programming and 
the vast amount of documentation - if that's not suitable reason, 
remember that the lifeboat men will go short of £5.00. 

Read fail 

As with nearly all software which crosses the 8000 Plus 
reviewer's desk there are problems. The most obvious and 
unfortunate problem with Basic Needs is the fact that the 
documentation is, frankly, appalling. It comes on disc and there 
is a ton of it. The combined document files for FRED (the friendly 
editor), for example, come to a monumental 30k or 4,000 odd 
words. This can be a real put-off for the beginner to 
programming. 

Now normally we moan about lack of documentation but in 
this case there are just not enough Easy Guides or short-cuts. 
The sheer weight of written matter is enough to scare most 
people away from the very useful programs which lie within the 
disc. This is compounded by the fact that the writing style is 
convoluted. Do perservere however; in fact, do as we did after a 
while ... forget the paper and try experimenting with the software 
which is fairly easy to get to grips with. 

These moans put to one side, BASIC Needs serves two very 
necessary purposes. Not only does it make the programmer's 
life that bit more creative by cutting down on the drudgery, it also 
makes the RNLI more able to cope. ■ 



BASIC NEEDS 


PLUSES 




MINUSES 


A Cheap for five utilities 




▼ Too much documenialion 


A Easy to use 




T Not enough easy guides 


A Loads of features 




to use 


A Uses of LocoScnpl keys 




RANGE OF FEATURES 


5/5 


EASE OF USE 4/5 


DOCUMENTATION 


2/5 


PERFORMANCE 5/5 


8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 16-20 
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WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 

You Must Add V.A.T. To Our Prices - Carriage Is FREE ! 



AMSTRAD PCW'S 



WITH 12 MONTHS ON SITE WARRANTY PLUS FREE 
DISC BOX & DISC CONTAINING DATABASE. 
GRAPHS PACK, PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST . GAMES 

PCW8256 £347.00 

PCW8512 £434.00 

PCW9512 {with FREE sheet leeder) ..£465.00 



WE ARE SANYO DEALERS AND 
THE NEW SANYO RANGE IS HERE! 



The newest products from Sanyo are now 
available Irom W.B.B.S. The MBC computer 
range is designed with the very highest 
quality in mind • and it shows. Contact us 
tor lull details 



I * THE EXECUTIVE RANGE i 

FROM OSICOM* 

EXECUTIVE 88/10 NEW LOWER PRICES 1 !! 

SD/MM - Amber or Green £487.50 

20MbHD/MM • Amber or Green £675.00 

20Mb HD/EGA £955.00 

30Mb HD/EGA £980.00 

30Mb HD/VGA £1060.00 

40Mb HD/MM - Amber or Green £739.00 

40Mb HD/VGA £1099.00 

EXECUTIVE 286/1 2.5 - WITH DISC CACHE! 
1MBRAMPLUS12 MONTH ON SITE 
WARRANTY 

SD/MM • Amber or Green £899.00 

20Mb (40ms) HD - Amber or Green. .£1030.00 

20Mb (40ms) HD - EGA £1299.00 

40Mb (28ms) HD - VGA £1529.00 

************************* 
AMSTRAD PC'S - SOME SAMPLE PRICES: 

PC1512 Double Drive Mono £449.00 

PC1640 Double Drive Mono £574.00 

PC1640 30Mb HD Mono £749.00 

PC2086 Single Drive 12" Mono £524.00 

PC2086 HO 12" Mono Display £769.00 

PC2086 HD 14 - Colour £899.00 

Also Amstrad PC2289 & PC2386 Available 

*** LINK YOUR PCW TO A PC! *** 

Like to run your accounts on a PC but use your 

PCW as a workstation? Send tor details ot 

Compact Accounts PC2PC ! 

OUR GUARANTEE 

lis a bit special II any computer or pnnler bought I 
llrom us develops any fault under warranty we willl 
I collect, repair and return at our cost. 

All you have to do Is telephone! 

PRINTERS 
CITIZEN RANGE (2 YEAR GUARANTEE). NEC. 
PANASONIC. EPSOM. AMSTRAD AND MORE 1 



PCW HARDWARE 



I PACE 5.25" 2nd drive - with its own built in| 
I interlace & power supply - TDOS soltwarel 
lallows dalfl uanalfir Irom PCW'PC/PCWII 
•Easy to fit. £121.70 

MEMORY UPGRADE • PRICES DOWN. £35.00 

PCW 2nd 3" drive (FD4) £1 13.00 

PCWBOOO's Wire Printer Stand £9.13 

Any width Printer Stand - Rugged £14.75 

Printer Cleaning Kit-PCW8000's £14.60 

Mouse Mats £4.35 

'Margin Maker* - aligns paper £9.90 

Spike protector plug - helps protect 
computers against power surges £10.25 

** HARD DISCS - EASY LIVING** 

VORTEX 40MB PCW HARD DISK. ...£495.60 

DIAMOND 32MB PCW HARD DISK. £459.00 

DIAMOND 48MB PCW HARD DISK. £539.00 

THE DIAMOND RANGE CAN BE SHARED 

BY MULTIPLE PCW'S 1 DETAILS 

AVAILABLE ON ALL THE DRIVES 

MENTIONED HERE 

L. ______ _ — __ 

NEW FROM SCA - the SCA plug-In RamPac! 
Simply plugs onto PCW expansion port to 
provide an extra 512k of RAM (see details 

before purchasing!) £114.00 

SCA. Serial/Parallel (RS232) Interlace 

With Real Time Clockl £50.25 

WjliiBul Real Time Clock 1 £41 55 



MODEMS 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000 £147.80 

WS4000PCW. c/w Integral Interface 

lor the PCW & connecting lead! £147.80 

PACE - MODEMS 

LINNET-INTELLIGENT. V21/V23 £130 40 

Cable to PCW INTERFACE £1390 

DIALUP-Communications Software £58.90 

r^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXj 

BBD DUST COVER SET - 

SIMPLY THE BEST 

PCW8256/8512 „ £10.40 

PCW9512 _ £12.13 

PCI 64071 51 2 stale col or mono ...£7.85 

AMSTRAD PPC £5.20 

PACE DISK DRIVE COVER £5.00 

OVER 800 TYPES OF COVER 

AVAILABLE! 

PLEASE STATE MODEL WHEN 

ORDERING 

t_xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx£ 



CF2 3" MAXCELL PCW/CPC X 10 £20.00 

CF2 3" MAXCELL PCW/CPC X 5 £1 1 .00 

CF2 3" MAXCELL (cased) X 10 £22.00 

CF2 3" AMSOFT PCW/CPC X 10 £23.00 

5.25 - BULK-UNBRANDED X 25 £10.45 

5.25" BULK-UNBRANDED X 50 £17.40 

DISC STORAGE 
AMS 10 (AMSTRAD BRAND) holds 10 ..£7.00 
AMS30L (AMSTRAD BRAND) holds 30E11.00 

DS40L 373.5" LOCKABLE £8.50 

DS50L 5.25" (HOLDS 50) LOCKABLE ...£8.50 
DS100L 5.25" (HOLDS 100) LOCKABLE £10.20 

PRINTER RIBBONS 

REFRESH! - BLACK RE-INKING SPRAY .£7.80 

Extends fabric ribbon life • will 

re-ink up to 30 ribbons!!! 

EXCELLENT VALUE COMPATIBLE RIBBONS:- 

PCW 8256 Fabhc (14m length) ..x 2 £6.51 

PCW 8256 Carbon Multistrike ...x 2 £6.51 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multistrike ...jc 2 £6.00 

PCW 9512 New Fabric type _ 2 .£6.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8256 Fabric or Carbon MS x2 £13.03 

PCW9512 Carbon Multistrike x2 £13.03 

COLOUR RIBBONS: 
PCW 8000 SERIES FABRIC. 
GREEN / RED / BLUE ' BROWN .' YELLOW / 
PURPLE / MAGENTA or CYAN 

Any Two £11 .80 

Any Five £27.60 

Any Ten £49.00 

* MANY OTHER RIBBON TYPES AVAILABLE * 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT YOU ORDER 
- PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ORDERING IS GOING TO BE RIGHT 
FOR YOU! WE DO NOT SELL ON 



COMPUTER PAPER 
11" x 9.5" Contlnuous:- 

SP/05 1 ply plain - 500 sheets £7.80 

SP/101 ply plain- 1000 sheets £11.30 

SP/20 1 ply plain • 2000 sheets £15.60 

DP/05 2 ply plain - 500 sheets £15.60 

DP/10 2 ply plain - 1000 sheets £24.30 

11" X 14.5" Commons - 

I ply plain - 500 sheets £9.00 

1 ply plain- 1000 sheets £10.75 

1 ply plain - 2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) 80 gsm - Contlnuous:- 

500 x Plain white/micro pert £12.90 

1000 x Plain white/micro pert £19.95 

2000 x Plain white/micro pert £33.50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) - Single Sheels:- 

Plain White - 500 sheets £7.25 

Plain White- 1000 sheets £13.75 

LABELS - WITH SPROCKET HOLES:- 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16" • 500 £7.25 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16"- 1000 £13.75 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16" - 2000 £22.50 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16" - 4000 £42.50 



SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN ONLY £56 00 

Mini Office Pro.Plus - not 8256 £29.00 

Mini Office Pro - suits all PCWs £25.87 

_____ , 

I New out from FUTURE PUBLISHING - 
I The "8000 PLUS COLLECTION" 

I- 
I 



NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 



CONTACT US FOR DICTATING MACHINES. 
I TELEPHONES. TYPEWRITERS. 

I SHREDDERS, PHOTOCOPIERS, 
! COMPUTER FURNITURE, VIDEO 



[RECORDERS, FAX MACHINES. SATELLITE 

I DISHES, OFFICE EQUIPMENT, 

I AND OFFICE SUPPLIES OF ALL TYPES 



The Most Comprehensive Compilation ol 
jAmstrad PCW Hints. Tips. Shortcuts and 
lUselul Programs Ever Published." Total of 
I book . disc •= 16.90 all inc 

I I 

WORDPROCESSORS 

PROTEXT - THE EULL SYSTEM: £33.00 

PRODATA Pretexts' new database £47.45 

PRO-EAZE - needs Protext £15.00 

Flipper 2 Plus - not for PCW8256 £26.00 

Locoscnpt II £18.95 

Lococombo - Locoscnpt II & Spell £27.00 

Locospellll £15.20 

Locofile - slate which PCW used £24.20 

Locomailll £24.20 

Locofonts (6 lonts) lor loco 2 £15.20 

Locofontll(3lonts) £11.99 

DIGITA 'E' TYPE-typewriter emulator ...£24.15 

MASS. Easy Labeller £21.00 

SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalc II £38.90 

Cracker II Turbo £34.75 

Rotate: for sideways printing! ...£20.00 

DATABASES 

Cornix Card Index - simple to use £25.90 

Mastertile 8000 - best general use £28.00 

dBase II - the 'do all' database £47.00 

ACCOUNTS 

i n 

ill you are unsure which package you 
[need for your business please 'phone 
jand we will describe the various 
ipackages in clear jargonless terms - 
but leave you to decide. 



D.R.S. - Tolal Accounting £68.00 

CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS!!! 
CONNECT SYSTEMS - rrp £49.95 inc.! 



TRAINING 



REELTIME 

TOP QUALITY TRAINING COURSE ON DISC 
WITH INSTRUCTOR ON AUDIO TAPE 

HT-Locoscript II - PCW9512 £29.99 

RTLocoscrip! ■ PCW8256/8512 £29.99 

RT-Locoscript II - PCW8256/8512 £29.99 

RT-CP/M - use your computer' £29.99 

RT-Supercalc II £29.99 

RT-dBasell £29.99 

IANSYST 

Crash course In typing - beginners £17.20 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £17.20 

KOSMOS - LANGUAGE TUTORS 
Choose from the French Mistress. The 
German Master, The Spanish Tutor, or The 

Italian Tutor each at only £13.75 

APEX LANGUAGE TUTORS - state machine 

Business French £39.00 

Business German £39.00 

Business Spanish £39.00 

(these tutors are aimed at getting you ready (or 

1992 - so no excuses now!) 

REACH THE TOP WITH LCL - serious stuff! 

LCL: Micro Maths 8-Adult £2090 

LCL: Micro English 8-Adult £20.90 

* Buy both and gel £4.00 off total 1 * 
SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 9-adult £13.99 

Magic Maths - age 4- 8 £13.99 

Maths Mania - age 8-12 £13.99 

Better Maths age 12- 16 £13.99 

Physics - Chemistry or Biology age 12-16 

(each only) £16.00 

EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

TOPOLOGIKA ■ other titles - see below: 

Giantklller (maths adv. 9-16 yrs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellor I (UK Economy sim) £12.83 



Money Manager PCW (NEW OUT!) £28.25 



Meridian Stockmarket £25.00 

CORNIX 

Simple Accounts II - PCW £69.00 

Job Estimating v2 £60.00 

Product Cosling v2 £60.00 

MICRO SIMPLEX 

VAT made simple - A/Cs system £99.95 

Micro Pub stock £99.95 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS - NEW RANGE NEW 
PRICES 

We use Compact tor our own accounts system. 
The best there is on the PCW! DETAILS OF 
THE FULL RANGE & STATIONERY 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Inbusiness (integrated) £130.00 

Simple Invoicing ...„ £30 39 

Diner RESTAURANT TAKEAWAY A/Cs.£52.13 
Homeview ESTATE AGENTS ■ program £169.95 
Newsboy NEWSPAPER DEL -program. ...£52.13 
Re-Chord MUSIC LIBRARY ■ program . £26.04 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE. FULL RANGE AVAILABLE 
CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS:- lull range avail. 
PSIL - Integrated. Stock/lnv/Sales/ 

Purch/Nom P.O.A. 

PSPN - INT. Sales/Purch/Nom P.O.A. 

PPAY - PAYROLL P.O.A. 

PSTK (AND OTHER TITLES) P.O.A. 

SAGE ACCOUNTS:- lull range available 

Popular Accounts £57.80 

Popular Accounts Plus £85.80 

MAP ACCOUNTS:- lull range available 
Integrated Accounts £89.80 



DTP AND GRAPHICS 



["MICRO DESIGN II: fantastic- ONLY £36.00 | 
IMICRO DESIGN II . quality MOUSE P.O.A. I 
I I 



Stop Press, Mouse. Interlace etc £60.70 

Slop Press software only £28.50 

Desktop Pub & Mouse £51 .99 

Master Paint 15.45 

Master Scan £48.50 

Master Pack £54.60 

Microdratt (graphic design) £67.60 



LEISURE 



***GET RICH QUICK - PERHAPS?*** 

Pro-Punter (racing betting aid) £39.00 

Pro- Pools (forecasting aid) £34.60 

*** ADVENTURE GAMES *** 

Corruption _ _ £17.30 

Scapeghost!!! £13.90 

Lancelot - 3 Adventures in One £13.80 

Jinxter £17.30 

* THE PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURE WRITER* 

* WRITE YOUR OWN ADVENTURES 1 *. £18.00 

Time and Magik • 3 games £10.22 

TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES 

Acheton £12.80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £12.80 

Kingdom ol Hamil £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £12.80 

Return to Doom £12.80 

♦ ♦♦SIMULATIONS ♦♦♦ 

Heathrow Traffic Control . S.B £12.80 

PCW Challenge (4 games) £10.40 

ACE . JOYSTICK ♦ INTERFACE £26.00 

Tomahawk - Helicopter Combat!!! £13.90 

Graham Gooches Test Cricket £13.80 

Headcoach - American Football £12.20 

World ol Soccer £12.20 

♦ ♦♦ACTION ♦♦♦ 

Brian Cloughs Football Fortunes £10.00 

Head Over Heels £10.20 

Classic Collodion I - (not 9512) £12.20 

Classic Collection II - (not 9512) £12.20 

♦ ♦♦TABLE GAMES ♦♦* 

8ndge Player Galactica £19.60 

Bridge Player 2000 £10.40 

Colossus IV Bridge £12.00 

Clock Chess 89 - very powerful £13.80 

Colossus IV Chess £10.40 

Trivial Pursuit £15.20 

World ol Snooker. £11.80 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.20 

Classic Games 4 ■ 4 Board games £13.80 

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERT 

CONSTITUTES JUST A TINY PART OF 

OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS (see 'Not 

Only But Also') ABOVE IF YOU DO NOT 

SEE WHAT YOU NEED HERE PLEASE DO 

NOT HESITATE TO TELEPHONE - 

NOW MULTIPLE TELEPHONE LINES' 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
If you see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Office open 9a.m. to 5p.m. MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Postage Is FREE but YOU MUST ADD VAT 

Export orders currently not taken. Prices and descriptions subject to availability (trading conditions available upon request) 

All trademarks ack. Please make Cheques/P.O. s payable to W.B.B.S. " 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/5, CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 6PR 

TEL: (0558) 823782 SALES & 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERING 

OR PLACE YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX (0558) 823923 9am-10pm Mon-Fri. 
GOVT DEPTs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED. 



. 



Have you ever 
wanted to ... 



Carry out simple arithmetic tasks - 
such as adding up prices to collate 
sales figures, issue invoices or produce 
monthly statements 



Sort your 

records as 

you want - 

by name, 

by town, 

by salary/. 

by date. You 

can even order the 

same set of cards in | 

8 different ways at 

the same time 




Create standard letters merged with 
information such as names and 
addresses or sales records to produce 
mailshots and 
subscription reminders 



Ease the burden of 

administration - 

keep membership 

or staff records in 

order, produce 

labels or address 

1} envelopes for a 

mailshot 



Number paragraphs in a legal 
document or minutes of a meeting 
and update them automatically 
when you change any of the 
information 



Store information, from names and 
addresses to books and sales orders, 
in any order on a card index style 
database and then paste that information 
into your documents 



Then you need 



LocoFile and LocoMail 



| Please send me the following: Name_ 

I LocoFile (or the 8256/8512 £29.95D 

I LocoFile for the 951 2 £29.95 □ Address. 

J LocoMail for the 8256/851 2 £29.95 □ 

I Locomail User Guide for the 95 1 2 £14.95 □ 

LocoFile & LocoMail £49.9oD - 



Itrtal £. 



l_l I enclose a cheque for 

LI Please charge my Access/Visa card 



Send to Katy 
Buchan at: 



I 

■ Please send me details of 



I 



the LocoScript 2 family 

Note: All prices include VAT and UK postage 



□ 



□ 




Postcode . 



Signed . 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, 
Surrey. RH4 1YL 

TEL 0306 740606 



MASTERFILE 



GOLDEN RETRIEVER 

Rob Ainsley shows you how to get to grips with sorting, storing and 

selecting in your favourite database 



Run up Mastertile and load up the example file called 
X01 BOOKS, a list of a book collection. Press [D] for 
display and you see the file displayed in Format 1 , 
name-and-author, in order of author. Pressing [R] 
rotates formats, and you'll see that formats and 2 have 
information additional to name and author one record to a 
screen, while formats 3 and 5 consist solely of headings to 
make on screen messages. 

Now you can display the collection in order of title instead 
of author. Get the format you want by pressing [R], To change 
the order, press [K]. You are asked to give the number of the 
item to order the new display by, and format is temporarily 
displayed to jog your memory. Give 2. the number for the title. 
Now you are asked for key length; this means the number of 
letters Mastertile will base the sort on. For example, if you 
give 2, then you might find that MOBY DICK was sorted after 
MOZZARELLA, because Mastertile doesn't look beyond the 
second letter. Obviously you have to select a figure bigger 
than this, especially if a lot of titles might begin the same way 
(if you have 50 books entitled "The Bluffer's Guide To..." for 
example!) so make it something like 10. 

You see the re-sequenced list appear almost instantly on 
screen and can move through by pressing [ENTER] or return 
to the beginning with B as usual. For equal' entries (with the 
first ten letters or whatever figure you gave the same) you'll 
find them in the order that they were before resequencing. So 
two books of the same title would now be in the author order, 
for example. 

So, if you wanted your record collection in order of title, 
but equal titles in order of performer (e.g. all Beethoven's 
Fifths in order of conductor) you would sort first by performer 
and then by title. 

Notice that you can't now change formats; pressing [R] 
has no effect. You can, however, re-sequence on something 
not in the format - the date, for example. You can't 
resequence on item 1 (here, the author) - to get it displayed 
as normal, just press [X] then [D] to display. Whenever the file 
redisplays, it does so in the normal order. 

Remember also that unfortunately Mastertile can't 
properly sort numbers or dates into order, as a misprint in the 
first part of this series implied. 

Select committee 

Being able to re-sequence is only the start. Another useful 
facility is to select certain groups of records; suppose you 
want books by one author, ANON say. The command to 
select is [S]; on pressing this another menu, number 4, 
comes up with more options. You want to 'select by 
compare', i.e. select just those records whose author is 
ANON. Now you can type the search criteria in the box at the 
bottom left. Type Author=ANON and [RETURN] and you see 
the message Selected 018' appear at the bottom - from now 
until further notice, you only get these 18 records displayed. 
Type [D] now and the 18 selected are shown; you can re- 
sequence or reformat them as before with [K] or [R]. To get all 
the records selected again, press [S] for select then [E] for all. 
(Not [E] while displaying records, as this is the command to 
erase the currently selected record!) 

You could have just typed au=anon because Mastertile 
only needs enough letters to be able to identify the field. 
Similarly you could just type 'ti' for title, 'da' for date and so 
on. The fact that it takes 'anon' and 'ANON' as equivalent is 



something you can change by pressing [U] from menu 4, 
though you rarely need to do this. 

Again, suppose you want to display all those books 
written after 1 900. Press [S] for select, then [C] for compare. 
This time give the condition as da>l900 you see that 17 are 
selected. Notice that it makes this selection from the 1 07 
entries in the main database, even if you just marked out the 
1 8 ANON ones. You can't progressively select this way. If you 
want to select a double condition - say all the ANON books 
written after 1 880 - you have to use sets, described below. 

Here are some sorts of conditions you can enter using [C] 
for compare: da<1 900 all books written before 1900; 
da<=1900 or da=<1900 all books written before on or before 
1900; da>=1900 or da=>1900 all books written on or after 
1 900; da=1 900 books written in 1 900; au=ANON Author is 
ANON, auoANON Author is not ANON 

If the thing being compared is a numeric item, the 
comparison will be numeric (i.e. 9 before 10); if it is a 
character item, it will be character (i.e. 10 before 9); if it is a 
date, it will be a date (i.e. 01 Jan 90 before 01 Apr 90). 

Inside out 

The option [I] for 'invert' after selecting some items can be 
useful. It makes the selection into all the entries not 
previously selected. So if you selected items on the basis of 
au=ANON, then invert the selection by pressing [I] to invert 
(and [S] first if necessary to get the menu 4 on screen) you 
end with the same as if you'd selected on auoANON. 

With text though you have to be careful. Suppose you 
want all addresses in London from your name-address 
database. What you want is a command that says 'select all 
addresses that include the word London in there somewhere'. 
This is (au)=London which has the corresponding opposite 
command (au)oLondon for all non-London addresses. 

Of course, this get confused by addresses like 'London 
House. Bath' or 'London Road, Hull' or ones in Londonderry, 
so you'll have to remove those manually. 

If you save a database ([L] from the main menu ^_^ 
followed by [S]) with some items selected, you'll save L^^ 



Special services 

You can select over all parts ol 
each record. For example in a 
name-and-address database 
'=London selects all records 
with the word 'London' in 
anywhere - the address, the 
name, the company title or 
whatever. You can also select 
things which have something or 
nothing in a certain place. In the 
book database, title: selects all 
items with a title, whatever it is. 
The opposite is title<> which 
selects all items without a title. 



COMPLETE LIST OF CHILDREN' 



late I9th/early 20th centuries 



A.L.0.E 
A.L.0.E 

A.L.0.E 

A.L.O.E. 

9BB0II John S.C 

KKHORIH J.M.0. 

ADAMS The Rev. H.C. 

ADELINE 



My Neighbour's Shoes;or, Feeling For Others 

The Roby Fanily;or, Battling With The World 

The Golden Fleece;or, Who Hins The Pri«' 

The Backward Suing. And Other Stories 

Benjanin Franklin Printer's Bog, Statesman, Philosopher And Pat 

Fron Rung To Rung 

The Widow's Son 

Helen Leslie;or, Truth And Error 



w w ▼ V ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ V ▼ 




HAMILTON Miss C.J 

SHIPLEV Mary E 

S.U. 

STRETT0N Hesba 

BARST0H Charles H 

BLAND E.A 

BELL Catherine D 

ABBOTT John S.C 

LESLIE Emu 



rwypww 



A Battle With The waves;or,Ihe Herring Boat 

A Month At Brighton, And Hhat Cane Of It 

A Uisit To London ... 

Alone In London 

Angels UnaiMres 

Annie Deloraine's Aunt 

Aunt A i 1 i e ; or , Patience And Its Reward 

Benjanin Franklin Printer's Bog, Statesnan, Philosopher And Pat 

Bolingbroke's Folly 



..and by title 



May 90 8000 PLUS 15 



MASTERFILE 



Which Smith? 

To find a certain record - say 
you want to look up Fred 
Smith's address - one way is 
to hit (S| lor 'select' then C for 
'compare'. Then type 
(na)=Smith and all the Smiths 
are selected [0| lor 'display' 
and you should find his 
address in a jiffy - unless you 
have the London Telephone 
book on disc! 



it all, but in the state it was when you saved - i.e. just some 
selected, though you can select everything again by pressing 
[S] from the main menu then [E]. If however you save with [P] 
instead of [S] ('save partial file') you save just the selected 
records and no more - so be careful to save under another 
name so as not to overwrite the main file! Using [P] can be 
useful to make a separate sub-file of your main database. 

Set point 

Very often though you will want to select on various criteria. 
Suppose in the book database you have created, you want a 
list of all post-1890 anonymous books, or all those pre-1890 
published by the Religious Tract Society. For this you have to 
work in sets. 

As above, select from the main database all anonymous 
books. This time, just after selecting, press [A] for 'assign to 
set' and give 'V as the set number. Masterfile makes a 
separate set from the main database called Set 1 with those 
18 anonymous books in it. A panel appears on screen telling 
you what's in each set so far, giving number in each set and 
what the search condition you typed was. 

Now press [C] to select by comparison again. Give the 
condition da>1 890 and then press [A] and '2' to assign these 
to set 2. This now has all post- 1890 books in it. Similarly, 
select a further set on the condition (pu)=Religious T and all 
the Religious Tract Society's books are selected; assign 
these to set 3. 

Now you want to select from these sets. With menu 4 still 
up press [S] for 'select by set'. You see three letters, each to 
specify the sort of selection you are about to make. [A] means 
I want things which are found in each of the sets I'm about to 
list'. N means 'I want things which appear in none of the sets 
I'm about to list'. [S] means 'I want things which appear in any 
one or more of the sets I'm about to list'. 

So, given that Set 1 = anonymous books (18 altogether) 
Set 2 = post- 1890 books (49 of these) Set 3 = pub. by 
Religious Tract Society (40) then the effect of these presses 
would be as follows: A2 : all post 1890 books (i.e. Set 2) (40 
of these) A12 : all post-1890 anon books (3) A123: all post- 
1890 anon books pub. by the RTS (2) A13 : all anon books 
pub. by RTS(11) N1 : all non-anon books (89 - which is 107- 



Print shop 

To print, first you have to make sure the printer setup is right, and 
this is stored in the Format. So, from the main menu, select [F] for 
format maintenance' then [V] for view/alter' then the number of the 
format. Now press [P] for printer options'. A menu with the various 
settings appears. Use up and down cursors to move to the element 
to change, and use right and left cursors to change it. 

For example, Masterfile expects continuous paper. To change 
to single sheet, press the left cursor until 'Forms depth' goes down 
from inf (i.e. continuous) to 64. To select bold printing, go down to 
'Emphasised' and flag it with an arrow by pressing the right cursor. 
Similarly you can set the left margin, the width of the printing, lines 
per inch on printout, elite (12 point) or not (10 point) or condensed 
(15 point) and so on. When the settings are right, exit by pressing 
Xs to get back to the main menu. The print settings for the format 
are saved when you save of course. 

Now display the selection of records you want; the whole set, 
or just your London customers, or just the anonymous books, or 
whatever. Make sure they're in the right sorted order and format you 
want too. Now press [P] and away you go. 



1 61) N23 : all non-RTS books 1 890 or earlier (36) S1 3 : all 
books either anonymous or published by RTS, or both (47) 
S123: all books either anonymous or RTS or post-1890 (77 
altogether) and so on. 

But what if you want, say, all books which are either 
anonymous, or post- 1890 RTS? None of the above 
operations will do, and you cannot try two successive 
selections, because every selection is done from scratch. 
What you want to do is select all the anonymous books, then 
add the members common to sets 2 and 3 onto it: a 
'cumulative' search. To do this, first select using [A]1. (all anon 
books) then press [S] for 'set' again and press [A]23 (for all 
post-1890 RTS books) but this time add a + sign: [AJ23+. This 
tells Masterfile to do a cumulative search and the required 
result is obtained. 

You can display selections using [D] as usual, 
resequence, reformat them, and they will be saved when you 
save the file. To clear a set, use [Z] from the menu 4. ■ 



04 : Search Mode 




Select by set S 

Assign selected to set. . .A 
Clear one or more sets. . . Z 

A2=az ? VES U 


Set 1 = 18 au=anon 

Set 2 = 49 da>1890 

Set 3 = 4© (pu)=Religious T 

Set 4 = 

Set S = 

Set 6 = 

Set 7 = 









20th centuries 



II necessary, press = and the count for each sel mil appear 



COMPLETE LIS" OF CHILDREN'S BOOr.S: late ISth/early 20th centuries 

Author Title 

ANON Christie's Old Organ; Or, "Home Sweet Home" 

fl N0N When I Was Young;or .Gideon find His Grandchildren 

ANON The Norrises: A Tale Of Radford Village 

ANON The Basket Of Flowers;or, Piety and Truth Triumohant 

ANON Nellie Grey; or, The Ups And Downs Of Every-Day Life 

ANON Wapping Old Stairs 

ANON The Exiles Of Spitzbergen 

ANON The Orphans Of Glen Elder, A Tale Of Scottish _ife 

ANON The Babes In The Basket;or, Oaph And Her Charge 

ANON Uaifs And Strays. A Story of London Streets 

ANON Little Lily's Travels. A Bool For The Young 

ANON The Land Of The Mammoth ;or, A Boy's Arctic Adventures... 

ANON The Little Model And Other SUi-ie; 

ANON Kitty Brown Beginning To Think 

ANON Life's Battle Lost And Won Or Robert Joy's Victory 

ANON Necessity And Contrivance;or, Food, Clothing, And Shelter 

ANON 6race Dermott;or. Help For The Afflicted 

ANON Which Wins The Prize? 





Printer Options 


>T 






lii 






Interleave 






Left margin 


05 






Continuous 








Lines per inch 


6 






Draft 








Zero slash 


- 






Elite 


f 






Condensed 


M 






EMphasised 


- 






Double strike 


- 






Enlarged 


- 






UK 








Width 


90 





k: Author 



ForMat: 1| 



The printer menu is accessed from the relevant 
format - in this case, format 1 . 



Printout of just the anonymous books in formal l 
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Did you know that 
LocoScript 2 is not only 
faster and easier to use, 
but also... 



■ Produces better looking printing with 
improved shapes on the built-in matrix printer 

■ Lets you use an alternative printer to print 
your documents - choose from over 300 

■ Supports all European languages including 
Russian and Greek - even Ancient Greek! 

■ Provides over 100 scientific, mathematical or 
special symbols 

■ Is the first step to adding other LocoScript 
programs such as LocoFile, LocoMail and 
LocoSpell 

■ Lets you format and copy discs without 
using CP/M 

■ Adds a range of different typefaces from 
handwriting styles to modem fonts for 
business use. 

■ Adds a wider choice of layout features 

■ Gives more options forFind and Exchange 

■ The Save and Continue option returns you 
back to your original place in your document 

■ Prints multiple copies of your document 

■ Offers a wide choice of paper types to print 
your documents - for example: A4, A5, 

1 1" continuous or 3" labels. 

■ Will convert your existing LocoScript 
documents as you need them 

■ Has a completely revised user guide 

LocoScript 2 is the powerful, more versatile 
successor to the LocoScript supplied with the 
PCW 8256/8512. For only £24.95 you'll get 
more from your PCW than ever before 

Giving you more 
for your PCW . 
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, 






Please send me the following: D I enclose a cheque for Toui£. 



LocoScripl2 """R D Please charge my Access/Visa card 

LocoScripl 2 with LocoSpell £34.90Q 

Please send me details of ■— , EXP Dalc 

the LocoScript 2 family I I 

Name 
Address 



Signed 



Send to Katy Buchan at: 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

--^.— .—,•-_.-.-■--- Dorking, 

Note: All prices include VAT and UK postage TEL 0306 74060b Surrey, RH4 1 YL 



Postcode 




THE BEST IN ACCOUNTS 



CHECK ACCOUNT II 

(Issue 36, page 29) 

£14.95 Molesoft 0372 275053 
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CHECK ACCCUiMT 

TYVC 



A friendly little package, this, for 
those organised PCW owners 
who want to keep track of their 
household accounts. In fact you 
can store the details of up to four 
separate accounts on one disc - 
like your current account, your 
spouse's current account, your 
joint account, your savings 
account, and so on. The 
program's main aces are its 
comprehensive interest- 
calculating options and its ability 
to handle up to 1 1 1 standing 
orders a year - into or out of 
each account. This menu-driven 
program's a front-runner when it 
comes to home accounting. 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

(Issue 36, page 54) 

£49.95 • Connect Software Ltd • 01 743 9792 




"v «s' rfotf mos' «e».ett persona' accounts system /vo ; 
douO*>5 as an menpmsne Ouscess system 



This income and expenditure 
analyser is a must for the small 
business owner or club 
organiser who wants to 
implement a computerised 
accounting system without going 
to the trouble of getting to grips 
with a large, complex system. 
The added bonus with Money 
Manager is its bar or pie graph- 
printing option which provides a 
welcome visual interpretation of 
stored data (9512 owners 
beware: no graphic printout on 
the daisywheel printer). 
Thorough and thoughtfully- 
created coding and categorising 
options coupled with lucid 
screen displays make Money 
Manager a winner. 



BUSINESS CONTROLLER 

(Issue 16, page 37) 

£99.95 • Digita International • 0395 270273 




Business 

CONTROLLER 



MBfiADVCH 



This program might be worth looking 
at if you're controlling the accounts 
of a larger PCW-toting small 
business. Coming packaged with a 
well-constructed manual and a 
ready-to-go nominal ledger, this 
program's most original feature is its 
ability to automatically calculate 
financial ratios of the type which you 
would ordinarily have had to work 
out independently. Our main criticism 
of the program in the past was that it 
didn't handle VAT. Now that Digita 
have included this option, Business 
Controller is probably one of the best 
all-rounders your money can buy. 
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THE BEST IN ACCOUNTS 



VITAL PROCESSOR SERIES 

(Issue 23, pages 42/3) 

£29.95 / £39.95 each Vital Software 



0732 810330 



A suite of three carefully worked out programs (you can buy them 
individually) that have been designed to help you keep track of your 
savings, your insurance policies and your income. You would have to 
be an exceedingly organised person to get the most out of these 
programs as the initial outlay on time alone will be considerable. The 
Savings Processor will be good news for anyone with a collection of 
stocks and shares, say, interested in working out their net worth, 
whereas The Insurance Processor encourages you to divide all your 
possessions into various categories so that you can make an inventory 
to ascertain their respective values. The Incomes Processor, on the 
other hand, permits you to set up a budget file enabling you to monitor 
expenditure against income. A very useful trio to have around. 




SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II 

(Issue 34, page 12) 

£99.95 • Comix Software • 0234 219965 



AMSTRADPCW 




SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II 

AMSTRAD PCW82S6 PCW8S12 PCW9512 



CORNIX SOFTWARE 



BOOK-KEEPING MADE EASY 

Foil An3iy-.il of IfKomo and Eipendilura 

Coiitplol* Record of Saltti and PvrckaM 

Constant Updals on Creditor! and Doblon 

Mainlaini and Rcpor li Current Bank Balance 

Vat R«rurm Complc led in Second* 



Another aptly-named and very well 
designed piece of software from the 
Cornix stable, this time for the small 
business. It attains the ideal of 
realistic accounts practice in that it is 
based on a common business 
assumption: making a legal sale 
(raising an invoice) does not equal 
receiving the cash for it. Actual sales 
and purchases are recorded as new 
information while the transfer of cash 
on these transactions is carried out 
by cancelling the former's 'unpaid' 
tag. Special features include up to 40 
categories each for sales/purchases, 
and a record 'call up' facility. Simple 
Accounts is a truly excellent program 
which competes comfortably with 
more elaborate accounts software. 



SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS 

(Issue 16, page 37) 

£87 plus VAT • Sagesoft • 091 2131555 









INTACT 

For the Amstrod PCW 8256/8512 



INTACT 

(Issue 7, page 34/5) 
£74.95 • Cavalier Software 
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No spread on the best accounts 
packages for the PCW would be 
complete without this one, the 
grand-daddy of them all. It's a 
highly complex piece of software: 
in the right hands, it will tame your 
accounting nightmare. In the 
wrong hands, it will drive you to 
distraction. You must also be 
prepared to spend quite a lot of 
time, initially, setting up your 
parameters to ensure that the 
software will be working with you, 
not against you. Be warned: this 
program is recommended only if 
you are operating quite a large 
business, if you are not new to 
accounting and if you feel at home 
in front of a computer. 



01 639 6683 

Another accounts package for 
the small- to medium-sized 
business. Operating in much the 
same way as a database, a 
good deal of attention has been 
given to creditor and debtor 
details. Intact even has the 
facility to set up special 
classifications so that, for 
example, all the customers or 
suppliers in one particular area 
can be called up and grouped 
together. On the whole, then, 
Intact constitutes a well-rounded 
program that will be able to 
monitor your company's financial 
transactions in all the ways 
that matter. 



w 
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Advertising— Architecture— Artwork— Booklets—Brochures— Business Cards— Cartoons— Catalogues— 



IF ONE PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
THINK WHAT YOU CAN SAY WITH 



MICRO 



S*Hr~ 



MANUAL "Comprehensive, immensely friendly and will lead you where you 
want to go." ..It takes about an hour or so to get on speaking terms." 
FEATURES "Does everything you are likely to need in designing and lay- 
ing-out your artwork". .."Text..will automatically How around the 
picture.".. ."Very last." PRINTING "Extremely high resolution printouts which 
set the software apart from its competition." THE ACCOLADES "Surpasses 
anything else - Does almost everything better - This beats the lot - Results 
are superb - Brilliant and sophisticated - Beats the opposition hands down - 
New lease ol life lor the PCW." 

* TYPESETTING • TEXT EDITING • PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS • FONT DESIGN * PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with files from 
LocoScript 2, Protext, Wordstar, AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher, 
Mini-Office Professional, Rombo Vidi Digitiser, MasterScan and other PCW 
software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 9 pin, 24 
pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range of fonts (25 built in). Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 

MICRODESIGN II 

(£36.52 + VAT) - 

With PCW Mouse and Through Interface (£76.09 + VAT) = £87.50 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST (Large SAE appreciated) 

SuperCDOS 

ARE YOU ONLY USING HALF YOUR PCW? 

If you have difficulty understanding and using CP/M then SuperDOS is for 
you. SuperDOS converts CP/M and its' unhelpful A> prompt to LocoScript 
partitioning. "The main use for SuperDOS is as a disc/file manager." With 
SuperDOS you can run all your CP/M programs and batch files. Batches of 
files can be copied with "an immensely useful system called tagging." You 
can "create, edit and print out Notepads... simple and immensely useful." 
"SuperDOS is an excellent tool." Quotes from 8000 Plus. Not suitable tor 
the unexpanded PCW 8256, or hard disc drives. 
SuperDOS costs (£25.17 * VAT) = £28.95 



EXTERNAL DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



We have researched budget printers lor you and we recommend the STAR 
LC24-10, the Citizen Swift 24 (has colour option) the Panasonic KX-P1124 
with expanded buffer and the Epson LQ550 

We no longer supply printers but will be pleased to supply the peripherals 
and accessories for your chosen printer. 

Besides a printer, PCW 8256/8512 owners will need an Interface and a 
Printer Cable. We also strongly recommend LocoScript 2. PCW 9512 own- 
ers will require a printer cable. For all PCWs we recommend Locomotive's 
Printer Drivers Disc and/or the 24 pin Printer Drivers Disc for maximum 
compatibility with LocoScript 2. 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



CABLES, PRINTER, Top quality PCW9512 to Centronics printer £5.95 

PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) to Centronics printer £9.95 

MODEM CABLE RS232 Interlace Data transfer to Modem £14.95 

NULL MODEM CABLE Data transfer Computer to Computer £14.95 

"DONGLE" Adapts Export PCW to interlace. RamPac etc £21.95 

RIBBONS (including VAT, P8P) LC-10 £4.60 5t £4.30 LC 10 Colour £6.90, 
5-f £6.20 (also takes black lor economy) LC24-10/LC24-15 £5.75, 5+ £5.25 

AUTO Cut Sheet Feeder LC-10, LC-10C few only (£49 +VAT) = £56.35 

BBD Dust Covers (incl VAT P&P) 8256/8512 (grey 3pc) £11.45 

9512 (Ivory 3pc) £13.45. 9512 with auto cut S/F (Ivory 3pc) £13.45 

STAR LC-10, LC-10C, LC24-10, LC24-15 (state grey or ivory) £4.95 

INTERFACES Parallel/Serial for PCW8256/851 2 printer and all PCWs 
Data connection. 

SCA Professional, highly regarded, full featured (£43.43 + VAT) a £49.95 

SCA Prof Plus. As above + real time clock/calendar (£52.13 +) = £59.95 

AMSTRAD CPS8256 (while stocks last) (£43.43 + VAT) = £49.95 

MODEM Pace linnet V21/V23 Intelligent Modem. Ideal for LocoScript 2 and 

PC data interchange over the telephone (£126.04 + VAT) = £144.95 

MASTER PAINT Graphics package (not 9512) £13.95 With PCW mouse..£59.50 
PCW MOUSE New model includes interface with through connector. 
Replaces AMX Mouse (same specification). Available early May ..(£43.04) = £49.50 



JLocoScript &C 

Britain's best selling Wordprocessor is now available lor almost any PC. Now 
you can transfer your LocoScript 2 files directly to a PC. 

FAMILIAR - FRIENDLY - FLEXIBLE - FAST - POWERFUL 

Wordprocessor, Disc Manager, Mailmerge. Spelling Checker, INTE- 
GRATED DATABASE and powerful PROGRAMMING Commands. 

Foreign languages and special characters are available with any Graphics 

Adaptor. Supports all standard monitors and over 300 printers. 
RRP £125 -t VAT. Previous LocoScript users can save over £38 with our 



INTRODUCTORY OFFER (£86.09 t VAT) = 



mm 



LocoLink A special cable that links your PCW Expansion slot to a PC, 

together with the Software to enable you to transfer LocoScript 2 files to the 

PC. LocoLink costs (£18.70 + VAT) = £21.50 on its own or 



To purchasers of LocoScript PC (£13.87 * VAT) = 



£15.95 



512 c Ki ( Ram c Pac 



The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 51 2K that 

does not invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by 

Locomotive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and 

immediately increases the capacity of Drive M by 512K. It is compatible with 

MicroDesign 2, Flipper and most PCW programs. 

CMOS RAM prices are down - so is RamPac! 

RamPac 51 2K Memory Expansion (£99 + VAT) 



£113.85 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign II and Locoscript 2 + disc copying. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. We 
supply TOP QUALITY chips which are jig preformed for ease of insertion. NO 
BENDING REQUIRED, plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply 'Plug in S Go' 
* PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade kit to 512K (£26.04 +) = £29.95 



PCW DRIVES 



3" Brand New AMSTRAD/PANASONIC internal lining lmb (720K formatted) 
drives using CF2 discs, with simple instructions for DIY. Just "Plug in S Go" 
The FD2 (black front panel) and FD4 (ivory panel) are otherwise identical. 

* FD4 second drive for PCW 8256 and PCW 9512 (£97.39 +) ■ £112 

* FD2 second drive for PCW 8256 (as available) (£107.87 +) = £124 

* NEW 500K FD1 for 8256/851 2 drive A service replacement (£86.09 +) = £99 

* NEW 1MB FD4 for 9512 drive A service replacement (£103.48 +) = £119 

5 1/4" PACE external 40/80 track sell-powered drive B for data 

transfer between PCs S single drive PCWs using TDOS s/w 

supplied (£116.52+) = £134 

SAVE £5 on above when purchased with Memory Expansion 



SOFTWARE 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE. All new stock. Prices include VAT 
For the PCW 8256/851 2 

Printer Drivers Disc 

(+Charkit) £17.95 

24 Pin Printer Drivers £20.95 

Locolont Set 1 £16.95 

Locolont Set 2 £12.95 



LocoScript 2 £21 .50 

LocoSpell2 £17.45 

LocoScript 2 + LocoSpell £27.95 

LocoMail £24.50 

Loco File _ £22.95 



For the PCW 9512 

Printer Drivers Disc 
(♦Charkit) 



24 Pin Printer Drivers £20.95 

£17.95 LocoFile £22.95 



• • LOCOFILE + LOCOMAIL • £40.50 •• 

For all PCWs: LocoFont 24 Text £23.50. Locofont 24 Display £23.50 



Minimum order £10. Next day Courier Delivery £B.. 
Bold prices Include VAT and UK post. Normally by return 
Send cheques. Money orders: or Pic- LA Govt orders to: 

SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Wheal Rose, 

Redruth.Cornwall TR16 5DR 

Access/Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891141 

(Cooleh«ne» Ltd) 



Leaflets—Letterheads— Magazines— Manuals— Maps— Menus— Newsletters— Order Forms— 



LOCOSCRIPT 



TAKING STOCK 

LocoScriptin' Lankenau gets down among the stock layouts and learns just 
how versatile your favourite word processor is 



LocoScripl 2 is a program which lends itself particularly 
well to both the organised mind, and the mind which is 
in need of organisation. If you have fully exploited the 
potential of the program's filing system, you should 
have similar documents grouped together in up to eight files 
on any one disc. Different groups will require different layouts; 
a batch of business letters is unlikely to warrant the same 
format as a series of newsletters or magazine articles, for 
example. The use of the program's Stock Layouts offers you 
a labour-saving way of storing and importing predetermined 
formats at the touch of (a few) keys. 

Fasten your seatbelts 

When you create a new document in LocoScript 2, the 
program provides you with a simple, built-in layout from which 
to work. It operates a bit like an aircraft on autopilot - nothing 
will change unless you command it to. However, the Stock 
Layout facility allows you to create and store a set of 
permanent layout guidelines, tailor-made to suit the purpose 
of the group within which you are working. 

To override the automatic layout on screen, you need to 
set up a template which instructs LocoScript how to present 
text. The template may comprise up to nine Stock Layouts, 
which should be ample to serve the needs of any one group. 
Once this is set up. every time you create a document within 
a group, LocoScript homes in on the template, ignoring the 
autopilot altogether. 

The creation of a template requires a small amount of 
pre-planning. At the Disc Management Screen, select a group 
with the cursor keys, and press [C] for 'create'. Replace 
DOCUMENT.OOO with TEMPLATE.STD. As an example, we 
are going to set up a series of stock layouts for an article 
concerning literary criticism (for use, say, at school or college) 
involving body text and quotations. 

Press [f1] for 'Actions'. 'Document set up' should be 
highlighted. If it isn't, move the cursor to the appropriate 
place, and press [ENTER] to continue. The screen now 
shows you four, double-spaced lines, containing information 
about headers and footers. Ignore these - but do make sure 
to note that the [f] commands on the disc management 
screen have changed. 

Press [SHIFT][f2] and select 'Change stock layouts'. 
Layout remains the same, but there are nine fresh aspects 
of your Stock Layout to compose. A large proportion of the 
document we are planning will be devoted to chunks of text, - 
a Stock Layout which will replace the in-built Layout 1 . Select 
this layout, (see screenshot 1), press [ENTER] and you are in 
editing mode. The best way to proceed is to refer to the [f] 
commands at the top of the disc management screen. Work 
through them from left to right, and you will be certain to have 
covered every feature of layout composition which the 
program offers you. 

Summing up 

Look to the broken ruler line at the top of the second section 
of the screen. The scale runs from to 90 characters. Move 
the cursor to, say, 10 for the left hand margin, and press [f1] 
for 'margins'. Select 'Set left margin' and press [ENTER]. 
Now move the cursor over to 75 on the ruler line; [f1] and 'Set 



right margin', followed by [ENTER] secures the right margin. 
The final step is to name the layout. Select [f7] for 'Name' 
and choose a name which is both relevant, and likely to jog 
your memory. Type in 'Body text'. Press [ENTER], and the 
new title appears at the top left-hand side of the screen 

The next Stock layout to create will be for the 
insertion of quotations into the document. [EXIT] delivers 



So just what is on the menu, anyway? 




By dealing a TEMPLATE.STD'. you can override LocoScript 2's buill-in layout Select 'Layout I' and use it to formulate the 'body text' ol 
your document. You can then create eight more Stock layouts tailor-made to suit the needs ol the group in which you are wording 

~U7iiig 




Put it on the lab! To ensure that the 'attribution' lines up with the tight hand side ol the quotation above It, move the cursor to the appropriate 
point on the ruler line, and call up the 'tabs' menu by pressing [13] . Select 'Set right lab', press [ENTER], and a neat alignment is yours 



group 0/SHAKESPR.1 
body text Pil2 LSI 



Editing layout, 



Printer idle, Using ET 
teciwal=. Zero=0 Scale? i 




When all your stock layouts have been created, you can start writing the document Every lime you need a tMerent layout, press |I51 to s 
what is on offer, select the one you need followed by [ENTER] [EXIT], and watch the margins change accordingly 

I 



May 90 8000 PLUS 21 



LOCOSCRIPT 



you back to the drop-down menu showing the Stock Layouts; 
(notice the appearance of the newly-created 'Body text' layout 
on the menu now). Select 'Layout 2' followed by [ENTER], 
and you are returned to editing mode. The text length needs 
to be shorter this time, and a bit of simple mathematics will 
help you set a centred location for the quotation somewhere 
between points 10 and 75 on the ruler line. Set the left hand 
margin, (using the [f1] key command) at 25, repeating the 
procedure above, and the right hand margin at 60. Name the 
Stock layout using the [f7] key command - type in 
'quotation', and press [ENTER], [EXIT] and you are back to 
the drop menu displaying Stock Layouts. 

Who said that? 

Layout 3 will be devoted to attributions, or the people to whom 
the quotation is credited. We need a right-justifed line, so that 
the attribution is always aligned to the right side of the 
quotation. Don't worry if it doesn't always look that way on 



If layouts be the food of love, lay on... 



.. group O/SHAKtSPR.l Editing text, 
Attributions Fil2 LSI CR*0 LP6 
fl=(lctions f2=Layout f 3=Style 



f4=Size 



Printer idle. Using 

Page 1 1 i • 
fS=Page f7=Spell f8=Option< 



..e discussed earlier how Shakespeare uses language to help us 
fornulate character judgments. Consider the two speeches helo 
the first of which is taken fron The Merchant of Venice.* 1 
The quality of nercy is not 
strain'd; it droppeth as the gentle 
rain fron heaven upon the place 
beneath. It is twice blest: it 
blesseth hin that gives and hin 
that takes. 'lis Mightiest in the 
nightiest; it becones the throned 
nonarch better than his crown:* 1 
4 Portia, Act 4, Sc 



Don! adjust your eyesight - you may think that you are reading an Arabic version of Shakespeare but you are not. Right-tabbing means that 
ietlers appear from right to left as you type them in. This is no probiem if your documem is made up ol palindromes ol course 



\7r3mmr5nrn tmfins tfxtt 

Pita LSI CR+0 LP6 
s f2=Lauout f3=Stule 



f4=Size 



rriiuvr mie. — uiiny — it. 

Page 1 line 26/5-1 
fS=Page f7=Spel l f8=0ptions EXI 



fornulate character Judgnents. Consider the two speeches b 
the first of which is taken fron The Merchant of Venice,*' 

The quality of nercy is not 

strain'd; it droppeth as the gentle 

rain fron heaven upon the place 

beneath, It is twice blest: it 

blesseth hin that gives and hin 

that takes. 'lis nightiest in the 

nightiest; it becones the throned 

nonarch better than his crown;*' 

Portia, Act 4, Scene If 

This fanous speech is one of the nost often quoted exanples of 
the beauty of Shakespeare's language. It is spoken by a nenber of 
Venetian nobility. Conpare Portia's speech with the one below, 
taken fron The Tenpest.*" 

...and sonetine voices, 

that, if I then had wak'd after 

long sleep, will nake ne sleep 

again; and then in dreaning, the 

clouds nethought would open and 

show riches, ready to drop on ne, 

that, when I wak'd, I cried to 

drean again.** 
-> Caliban, Act 3, Scene 2 






LocoScnpt always rewards the most diligent ol its students by showing you a short-cut. Here, a simple key command !(■] LT1 [ENTER] | 
s with hefty drop-down menus when invoking a stock layout, in lavour ol a discreet bo« at the top right of the screen. 



screen - if a word in a quotation is too long, the automatic 
carriage return imposed by the pre-set right hand margin will 
make the text continue on the following line. The tabbed 
attribution might, therefore, appear slightly misaligned. 
However, go into editing mode again (select 'Stock layout 3', 
and press [ENTER]). Move the cursor to the same position as 
the right hand margin of the quotation. 60, and press [f3] for 
'tabs'. Using the down arrow' key, select "set right tab' (see 
screenshot 2) followed by [ENTER]. To make the attribution 
stand out from the quotation even more, we are going to 
italicise it. Go to 'Options' on the top right hand side of the 
screen using [SHIFT] and [f8]. Choose 'Italic' and press 
[ENTER]. Name this Stock Layout 'attribution' by selecting 



[f7], replacing Layout 3 with the new name you have chosen, 
and pressing [ENTER]. 

V key or not f key 

You have now created a small series of Stock Layouts which 
exist to serve the specific needs of an essay or thesis. To see 
how they work in practice, press [EXIT], select 'Finish edit' 
and return to the disc management screen. Create a 
document in the same group, and name it Shakespr.1 . The 
fresh screen shows 'body text' in the top left hand corner, 
proving that LocoScript 2 has ignored its auto-pilot, and used 
TEMPLATE. STD as its guideline for layout. Begin typing in 
some body text. Stop after about three lines - you have now 
decided that it is time for a quotation. Leave the cursor at the 
end of the last line of body text and look to the [f] commands 
at the top of the screen. Select 'Layout' using [SHIFT] 
together with [f2]. 

You need a 'New Layout' for quotations, so press 
[ENTER]. Now call up the choice of Stock layouts you have 
created, by pressing [f5]. The drop menu showing these is 
now entitled 'Copy Stock Layouts', and lists what is on offer. 
Select 'quotations' (see screenshot 3) [ENTER], and watch 
the margins change on the ruler line. Press [EXIT], and the 
cursor will re-appear at the pre-determined left margin - 
together with an arrow which contains all the information 
about the stock layout with which you have just dispensed. 

Type in the quotation, leaving the cursor at the end of the 
last line. To insert the attribution, press [f2] for 'Layout', and 
select 'New Layout' again. Go to [f5] for 'Stock' and then 
select 'Attributions' as the stock layout to copy. [ENTER] 
and [EXIT] returns the cursor to the appropriate place on the 
screen. Press the [TAB] key on the left of your keyboard, and 
type in the name and any other details - in this case, the Act 
and Scene number where the speech occurs (see screenshot 
4). Watching the text appearing from right to left is a slightly 
odd sensation, but you soon grow accustomed to it! 

Bodily functions 

To go back to the body text again, go to [f2], select 'New 
layout', [15] and select 'body text' followed by [ENTER] and 
[EXIT]. Continue through the document invoking the stock 
layouts which are appropriate for the section you are writing - 
you will soon become familiar with the routine of key 
commands, and the speed with which you are able to call up 
and send away your stock layouts quickly increases. 

If you have studied LocoScript in any depth, you will know 
that the reward for learning any new procedure is to then be 
told about the shortcut. Stock Layouts are no exception. Go 
back to the document. Say you are at the end of an 
attribution; leave the cursor on the last letter of the text. To 
summon the Stock layout for 'body text', all you have to do is 
press [+] to the left of the spacebar, and type in 'LT1' - the 
number for our 'body text' layout. A smaller menu will appear, 
far less distracting for the business of serious stock layout 
swapping. Press [ENTER], and the cursor will re-appear at 
the appropriate place on screen (see screenshot 5). 

It is worth considering at this point that if you have made 
use of all nine Stock Layouts, you may not instantly 
remember the number of the layout you have named. To 
avoid this, why not jot down the names and numbers of the of 
the layouts as you create them. Keep the list close to your 
screen, and you will reduce the possibility of transforming 
your body text into the width-restricted form of quotations! 
This quick method of invoking a Stock layout will not 
automatically put a carriage return in the text, so remember to 
insert one if necessary. 

The use of stock layouts in a lengthy document will save 
you a great deal of effort in text composition. This aspect of 
LocoScript 2 demonstrates yet another example of the way in 
which the program allows you to manipulate text in a process 
which is both economical in time and versatile in motion. ■ 
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PAPER 



Best quality w hite wood-fraa 

Typ« * Weight 
11/9.5 eogsm Fanfold Listing 
11/9.5 70gsm Mlcroperlorated 
11/9.5 85gam Letter Quality 
A4 Size 7 Ogam Mlcroperlorated 
A4 Size 85gsm Letter QuaRty 
11/9.5 NCR 2-part Plain 
11/9.5 NCR 3-part Plain 
... and tktn tkere'e our UNIQUE AS e 
A5 Size 80gsm Letter Quality 



LOW DUST spec. 

£/eox 

£13.95 
£15.95 



LABELS 



Box 
2000 
2000 
1000 
2000 
1000 
1000 
700 



£10.95 
£19.95 
£11.95 
£21.96 

£24.95 



ALL 

PLUS 

CARR 



Top quality fanfold labels by Awry - the - beet. 

* Address Size s.Sin/i.sin i or 2-acms £3.75 /iooo . earr 

Other Sizes (All prices per 1000) - 



ontlnuouf paper . . . 
1000 £11.96 



Please don't forget to add carriage! 
(paper/label orders only) 
Deliveries now undertaken by 
ANC EXPRESS 



2.7Sin/1.0in 

2.75in/1.5in 

3.5in/1.0in 

3.5in/2.0in 

4 Om.'l Oin 
4.0in/1.5in 
4.0in/2.0ln 
S.Oin/tOln 

5 Oin/l5in 



£2.75 

£3.70 

£3 15 

£6.30 

£3.40 

£4.50 

£6.50 

£3.95 

£5.95 



ALL 

PLUS 

CARR. 



All prices INCLUDE VAT. 



Delivery - See Below 
NEW! Next-day service available NOW 

gjfjtjj » Wales - Hen ts Frl - jjM ■« »y apart 



DISKS 

MAXELL CF-2 

just £21.45 per 10 
or £11.50 for 5 inc VAT! 

Spare disk labels £2 per 50 

frIe 

Lockable Disk Bank 

worth £4.45 

with every 20 disks! 




COMPUTER 

Cost 

effective 

computing 

starts herel 



RIBBON REFRESH 

The Fabric Ribbon Restorer 

Our own invention - Carbon in a Can! 

Simply lift off ribbon casing & apply fresh carbon 
to your ribbon - double its life in secondsl 
One handy can does up to 30 ribbons 

stiii j«st fXAS ^^^ 

TRY IT TODAY! ^ sat.sf.ed user* 



RIBBONS 

UK wade for beet quality & longest llfel 



PRINTER C jj£ £ 


PRICE 
BAND 


8256 Std. Fabric Black 2741FN 


B 


8256 Fabric LONGLIFE 2741LL 


C 


Extra value - 750kchars 




8256 Fabric Colours 2741C 


C 


Blue, Brown, Red, Green 




8256 Multistrike Films 2741MS 


B 


8256 ribbons also suit 8512s. 




We recommend FABRIC ribbons for this printer. 



B 
B 
C 



9512 Multistrike Films 2746MS 

9512 Fabric Black 2746FN 

9512 Fabric LONGLIFE 2746LL 
Extra value - 760kchara 

9512 Fabric Colours 2746C C 

Blue. Brown, Red, Green 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512s 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Ribbon Refresh. 

Lifetimes: Multistrike: 100 kchars 
Fabric Std: 400 kchara 
Fabric Longlife: 750 kchars 

RIBBON PRICES inc VAT 6 post 
I -off 2 -off 5-off 
B £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 
C £4.95 £8.95 £19.95 
Mated: ANY 6 Bane B for £16.45 

or ANY S Biaa C for £lt.«?S ^ 

DUST COVERS STRIPPERS! 



Price Band 

Price Band 

Mli 'a 



Protect your computer from: 
Dual * Coffee * Children * Pats 
Smart, machine-washable 3-piece aeta 

Awctrad SlSb/tBM set 

Austria 1 4512 set 
now only £4.45 



Really handy little 
gadoet - strips parted 
edges Irom fanfold pa- 
per without effort. No 
more broken tlngernallaf 



MAS 



Inc VAT 



( All prices INCLUDE VAT. Delivery - See Below 



SOFT SPOT ^512 Daisywheels: 



Courier 10, Recta 10, Orator 10, Pica 10, Gothic 10/12, 
Script 12, Elite 12, Mini Gothic 15, Thesis PS 

now only £5.45 inc VAT 



LocoFlle £28.95 

LocoMall £28.95 

LocoFont £22.95 

LocoScrlpt2 £24.95 

LocoSpell2 £19.95 

LocoScrlpt « Spell £32.95 

Protext £44.95 

Pocket Pretext £26.95 

Desk Top Publisher £22.96 

DTP • AMX Mouse £64.95 

Stop Press £39.95 

Stop Press * Mouse £79.95 

MlcroDeelgn2 £49.96 
MIcroDealgn ♦ Mouae £89.95 

AMX Mouae 4 l/face £49.95 

dBsaell £69.96 

AtLaat Plus £29.95 

MasterFlle 8000 £36.96 

Cornlx Card Index £29.95 



Cornlx Simple Accounts £79.95 

Money Manager PCW £38.95 

Sage Pop Accte £74.95 

Sage Pop Accts Plus £109.95 

Sage Pop Payroll £54.95 

MAP Integrated Accta £109.95 

MAP Stock Control £49.95 

MAP Payroll £49.95 

SUPERCALC2 still only £39.95 
Cracker2 Turbo £36.95 

Arnor Maxam Assembler £39.95 
Amor C prog lang. £39.95 

Knife Plua £16.95 



* SPECIAL OFFERI ft 

ROGERS PCW ACCOUNTING 

Superb new system RRP £84.50 

Our price £7tMB Inel. 

Dtmo disk £4.86 refunded egelntl order 



•• Please state which PCW you have 
when ordering sof twarel 



-HOW TO ORDER- 

hPI IVPRY PAPER LABELS EVERYTHING 

L/L- L.I V E.IX f (any quantity) (any quantity) tLOfc 

ityr M«»!i«l-»ia A 3/5-day: £5.00 3/5-day: £2.60 3/5-day: FREE 

Mix namianu: 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 
Overseas: Postage at cost. Callers (of coursel) FREE 

Order by FREEPOST - Cheque/PO/Vlsa/Access 

Caspell Computer, Dept ?K, FREEPOST, Poole, Dorset BHI5 2BR 

Order by PHONE - visa/access welcome. 
IS (0202) 666155 U4*> 

CALLERS WELCOME - open 4-5 Mon/Sat t _ . 
^Jrtt^SterjeJjjdEstjStg^ 



Oilers Valid 
for 28 days 



The 8000+ Collection 

The guide on all you need to know 

about the PCW. The best tips 

from 3 years of 8000+. A book 

and disk for only £15.00 




CORPORATE 



New Kempston Mouse 

An ergonomic, 2 button mouse with Jeeves 
and Dofafax software. Jeeves runs with 
most CP/M programs, providing icons and 
accessories. Datafax is an organiser that 
generates filofax compatible print-outs. 
Mouse and software for only £59.00 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 
FREE DELIVERY (UK MAINLAND) • ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 




PCW ADD-ONS 

FD7 PCW External 5.25" Drive 

FD4 1Mb Drive 

(Second Disk Drive for Ihe 8256/9512) 

Amslrad RS232 Centronics Interface 

PCW 8256/8512 Memory Upgrade. 



RSC PCW Printer/Power Extension 8256/8512 , 
9512 Printer Extension 



£139.00 
.£115.00 

_ £45.00 
_£P.0.A. 
£11.00 

£9.00 



3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANER 



The Clearhead 



£6.50 



DISKS 



Why take chances with inferior disks, buy the best for your 
PCW, use Artisoft CF-2 disks. Fully Guaranteed. 
Quantity Cost per box of 1 

10 £19.00 20 _ £18.50 

30 



£18.00 40 




DISK STORAGE BOXES 



AMSIOL(each) 

AMSI0L(x2)_ 

AMSI0l(x3) 



£17.50 AMS 301 (each). 



_£5.50 

.£10.00 

.£13.00 

£9.50 



PRINTERS 



STANDARD PRINTERS & THE PCW 

RS232 Centronics Interface - Conned the 8256/ 
8512 lo any standard printer, conned the 951 2 
to Communications peripherals. 

RSC Special offer £45.00 

RSC CA4 Cable (Interface lo Parallel) £8.00 



EPSON 



LX400 80 Col _ 

FX850 80 Col 

EX1000 136Col 
LQ550 80 Col 



L0I050 136 Col 

LQ1060 (Colour) 136 Col 

1X850 80 Col 

FX1050 132 Col 

LQ400 80 Col 



£135.00 
£330.00 
£595.00 
.£275.00 
.£595.00 
£685.00 
£195.00 
£420.00 
£205.00 



LQ850 80 Col 

10860 (Colour) 80 Col _ 
LQ2550 (Colour) 132 Col 



STAR 



LCIO8OC0I 

LClO(Mkll) 

LCI0 (Colour) 80 Col 

LC15 132 Col 

LC24-15 132 Col _ 

NDIO8OC0I 

ND15l32Col 

lC24-10 80Col 

NXI5 



FR10 80 Col 



£475.0 
£550.0 
£940.0 



£139.00 

.£169.00 

£169.00 

£275.00 



£349.0 

£299.0 

.£365.0 

.£200.0 

.£265.0 

£299.0 



FR15 132 Col 

XB24-10 80 Col 

XB24-15132Col 



PANASONIC 



KX P1180 80 Col 

KX P1124 90 Col 

KX P1540 136Col_ 

KX-P1081 80 Col 

KX P1592 136Col_ 
KX-P 1595 136 Col 



AMSTRAD 



LQ3500 80 Col _ 
LQ500DI 136 Col 



£399.( 
£399.( 
£415.( 



£139 
£229 
.£440 
£139 
£275 
£375 



00 



.£189 
£295 



00 



NEC 



P2+ 80 Col 
P6+8OC0I 
P7+ 132Col 




PRINTER ACCESSORIES 



PRINTER PAPER 

80 Column listing paper per box 

1 1"x9.5" I Port Plain 60gsm 2,000 

1 l"x9.5" 1 Part Plain 80gsm 2,000 

1 l"x9.5" 2 Part NCR 1,000 

A4 I Part Plain 70gsm 2,000 



A4 I Port Plain 90gsm 1,500 

1 32 Column listing paper per box 

I Txl4.5" 1 Port Plain 60gsm 2,000 

1 MiS" 1 Part M/Rule 60gsm 2,000 



.£13.50 
.£19.00 
.£21.50 
.£19.00 
.£18.50 

£17.00 
£17.50 



AMSTRAD PCW PRINTER MAINTENANCE KIT 
For 8256/8512, removes dirl and ink deposits lo maintain 
maximum print quantity. RSC PRICE £14.0 



NEW ASF951 2 SHEET FEEDER 
Al losl a quality sheet feeder for the Amslrad 951 2. A valuable 
addilon lo your 9512 printer, Includes modified software. 
RSC SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE £69.00 

MARGIN MAKER 

A single sheet guide for the PCW 8256 S 851 2 £9.10 

951 2 SINGLE SHEET GUIDE 
RSC SPECIAL PRICE £14.95 



PCW RIBBONS (Min order 2 s) 



QT2 

QT5 

QT 10 (or more) 

PCW Mullislrike Ribbons 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Blue/Brown/Red/Green) _£5.00 each 
Ribbons available far mast olher printers. 



£4.00 each 
.£3.50 each 
.£3.00 each 

£5.00 each 



PCW 951 2 RIBBONS 
Mullislrike 



QT2 

QT5 

QT 10 (or more) 



Fabric 



QT2 
QT5 



.£3.35 each 

.£3. 15 each 

£3.00 each 



£2.25 eoch 
£2.00 each 
£1.75 eoch 



QT 1 (or more) 

For Daisywheel Printers Only 

9512 Colour Ribbons Blue/Brown/Red/Green £5.00 eoch 

PCW DAISYWHEELS 
Courier 1 Script 1 20 rolor 1 Redo 1 Thesis PS Prestige Elite 
12 Letter Golhic, 10/12, Prestige, Pico, Mini, Gothic, 

all at £5.25 each 

Some available in French & German 0! £9.50 eoch 



Telephone: (0923) 243301 




PSION SPRING OFFER 

Psion LZ 64K RAM, Leather wallet & 32K Datapack _ 

Psion LZ 32K RAM leather wallet & 32K Dolopock _ 
Psion Organiser II XP 


£170.00 

£125.00 

£89.00 


Psion Portable Printer 
32K Data Pock 


£169.00 
£29.00 


64K Data Pack 


£49.00 


I28K Data Pock 


£80.00 


32K RAM Pack 


£40.00 


Comms Link 


£49.50 


Orgoniser/Oev 


£42.00 


Portfolio 


£42.00 


Travel Pock 


£32.00 


Formatter 


£39.00 


Finance Pock 


£24.00 


Spellchecker 


£24.00 



ATARI PORTFOLIO 

The smallest, lightest, cheopesl MS-DOS portable in the world. 

RSC UNBEATABLE OFFER £199.01 

ATARI PORTFOLIO ADD-ONS 

Serial Interface £50.01 

£34.01 



Parallel Interlace 

Memory Expansion to 640K _ 
32/64/1 28 RAM cords. 



£150.0 



.£42.00/£75.00/£l 10.00 




SOFTWARE 



RSC SELECTED SOFTWARE 
GRAPHICS 

Micro Design II 


£38.00 


Aaslerpack 


£51.00 


Hasknan 


£44.00 


Desk Top Publisher 


£18.00 


Desk Top Publisher with AMX mouse 
Stop Press 


£52.00 
£28.00 


Stop Press with AMX mouse 
Fleet Street Editor Plus 

DATABASES 

Sage Retrieve 


£65.00 
£29.00 

£40.00 


Master File 8000 


£28.00 


Dbose II 


£42.00 


.ocofile 


£23.00 






GENERAL ACCESSORIES 



GENERAL 

Mini Office Professional Original 
(9512 & Dual Drive 8000 Series) 
Soge Chit Choi 


£23.00 
£59.00 


Soge Chit Chot with linnet Modem 
Eosy lobeller 


£189.00 
£19.00 


Rotate 


£16.00 


AMX Mouse & Desktop Utilities 

ACCOUNTS 

Soge Accounts 


£52.00 
£54.00 


Sane Accountant Plus 


£85.00 


Saqe Invoicing 


£40.00 


Sage Payroll 


£40.00 


Slockmorket 


£24.00 


Money Monoger 


£30.00 







WORDPROCESSNG 
Protex 


£33.00 


.ocoscript 2 


£19.00 


Locoscripl 2 with locospell 2 


£25.00 


locospcll 2 


£16.00 


.ocomoil 2 


£25.00 


.ocofont 1 


£16.00 


.ocofonl 2 


£12.00 


New-Word II 


£39.00 


.ocofile with locomail 


£32.00 


SPREADSHEETS 
Supercolc 2 


£35.00 


Cracker II (Turbo) RSC Special Price 


£32.00 




GAMES 



FACSIMILE 



RSC E21A KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAW 
The RSC E21A keyboard storage drow features o sturdy steel & 
plastic construction. A PC keyboard locales in the tray which con 
be safely lucked out of sight when nol in use. Saves space Qn 
your desktop & provides protection from dust & dirt. CPU & 
monitor slack on lop. 
RSC PRICE £27.00 



NEW Amstrad FX9600T Fax . 

NEW Brother Fax-1 50 ' 

NEW Dialolron Foxlink 



.£535.00 
.£499.00 
" £73.00 



RSC TOP 10 GAMES 





Brian dough's Football 
Bridge Player 2000 _ 

Classic Gomes 4 

Clock Chess '89 



Amstrad FX9600T * Faxlink . 
Brother Fox-150 + Foxlink 



£600.00 
£564.00 



Cyrus II Chess 

PCW Challenge 

Steve Dovis Snooker 

Time and Mogic 

Tomahawk 



Trivial Pursuit 



_£10.00 
.£15.00 
.£12.00 
.£12.00 
.£12.00 
.£10.00 
.£12.00 
.£10.00 
.£13.00 
£12.00 




£6.00 
£8.65 

£13.50 
£13.50 




COPY HOLDERS 



RSC L2 Desktop 

RSC II Desk Clamp 

RSC 132 Col Dedicated Clomp 

A must for every workstation, con be positioned to ony angle. 



.£12.00 
"£12.00 
"£14.00 



ANTI-STATIC MATS 

RSC M-02 Anti-Slalic Mouse Mot 



£6.95 




280 x 210 x 4mm Fully earthed when connected. 
RSC M 03 Anti-Static Keyboord Mot . 



£8.95 



595 x 250 x 4mm Fully eorlhed when connected. 
RSC M-04 Anti-Static PC Mot 



£14.95 



4-WAY MAINS MULTI SOCKET 

4 Way mains distribution socket. With built-in arrester to give 

full protection from mains borne spikes and surges £1 5.00 

Spike protected plug £9.50 



RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford WD1 2QN. Fax: (0923) 37946 
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Entering your 
weekly data 

Once you've set up the 
spreadsheet you have to drag 
yoursell away Irom your PCW 
and find your electricity and gas 
meters. II you're the Kind ol 
non-technical person that tends 
not to bother about major 
technological advances like 
power meters and doesn't know 
where they are. try the broom 
cupboard, under the kitchen 
sink, inside the water-tank 
cupboard or in the garage. II 
you're lucky you will find that 
you have digital gas and 
electricity meters which are 
very easy to read (see insets 5 
and 6 below). Simply write 
down the numbers shown II 
not. you could have a gas meter 
that still uses the analogue 
method ol measuring units 
used. II you can't ligure out the 
reading, get your last gas bill 
and compare the reading with 
the position ol the pointers • this 
should help you out. 



COUNTING 

THE COST 

Household power costs money. Tony Hart gets together 

with Mini Office Professional to show you how you can 

work out exactly how much you're spending 



Do you know how many cubic feet of gas you burn each 
week ? Do you know how many 'therms' this equates 
to? Do you know how much these therms cost per 
week? Likewise, you've no doubt seen the electricity 
meter whizzing round when electric-fires, immersion-heaters 
and dish-washers are all going but, do you know what this 
means in pounds and pence? 

Have you ever wondered exactly how much extra it costs 
you to leave your central-heating on all day? Maybe it's less 
than you think! And what about the effectiveness of the newly 
installed double-glazing or the cavity wall insulation? Could 
you evaluate the payback period? 

The way to the truth 

If you'd like to answer all these questions then all you 
need is Mini-Office or any other spreadsheet, 10 minutes 
to read this article and then 20 minutes on your PCW. 
After that, all you have to do is enter two numbers, one 
your gas-meter reading - the other your electricity meter 
reading, once a week into your spreadsheet and Mini-Office 
does the rest! 

This article assumes some familiarity with spreadsheet 
operation and explains the set-up in easy-to-follow stages. 

• Getting started 

• Laying out the text 

• Putting in the fixed charge values like the Pence Per 
Therm or the Quarterly Standing Charge 

• Entering the formulae that calculate the weekly power 
costs. There are only five! 

• Entering the data, or the weekly values of your gas and 
electricity meters. 

• Finally adding comments to the spreadsheet. 



ileitis ■.».« 



To start, load Mini Office. Go straight to the spreadsheet 
by typing sheet at the A> prompt. Move the cursor to the 
Edit Data line and press [ENTER]. You will be presented 
with an empty spreadsheet with only the column and row 
numbers shown. The cursor will be 'waiting' in cell A1 
(column A, row 1). 

Screenshot 1 , below, shows the spreadsheet after set-up 
and prior to any data-entry and calculation. The set-up 
consists of two stages, firstly the text set-up then the fixed 
parameter set-up. 

The text set-up is straightforward; all text strings are 
entered by the [ALT]/[S] text string command. Let's input the 
Counting the Cost title. Move the cursor to cell D1 . Hold 
down the [ALT] key and press S. Type the text, 'Counting the 
Cost', and, finally, press [ENTER]. Now enter the other text 
by moving the cursor to the relevant cell using the same 
[ALT]/[S] method. 

The screenshot shows a sheet set-up for gas and 
electricity. If your home is all electric or oil and electric then 
you'll finally need to change the text and layout to suit. For 
the time being stick with the example until you've got the 
hang the theory. 

Putting in the charges 

This is where we enter the power rates and standing charges 
into the sheet. This is done only once! Or at least until the 
next time that the price of fuel rises. 

For these fixed charge entries, (Cells D5.6.7 and H5,6). 
you need your gas bill and/or your electricity bill. See 
screenshot 2 and inset below. Your gas bill gives the 
Pence/Therm, Standing Charge and BTU's per Therm 
numbers. Your electricity bill gives the Pence/Unit and 




Gas Charges 

Pence/Them 38.80 
Standing Charge 8.70 
BTU/Cufl 1840.00 



Electricity Charges 

Pence/Unit (.08 

Quarterly Charge KRU 



"he spreadsheet alter set-up and prior to data-entry and calculations. Setting up the text is 
perfectly straightforward: all text strings are eniered by the [ALT]/|S| text string command 

I 




Enter feed charges; your gas bill gives the Pence per 
Therm. Standing Charge and BTUs. The electricity 
gives the Pence/Unit and Quarterly Charge 
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Quarterly Charge numbers. Note that the gas BTU's per 
therm is hidden down at the bottom right of your gas bill. 

To enter the Pence/Therm value, move the cursor to cell 
D5 and input the value (39.8). Enter the other values in the 
same way. 

Entering the calculations 

This is the 'engine-room' of the spreadsheet and you need 
only enter five formulae. All of the formulae are entered using 
the ALT/F. Note that until you've entered a few meter readings 
you'll only get a small number result in these cells. The cells 
C14 and G14 calculate the number of weekly gas cubic feet 
and electricity units used from the meter readings by 
subtracting one week's reading from the previous week's. 
They are set up as follows: C14, ALT/F, B14-B13..(This 
week's gas reading minus last week's) G14, ALT/F, F14-F13. 
(ditto for the electricity meter) 

Next - the formula for the gas costs. Enter it into cell D14 
like this: D14...ALT/F....(C14*!D7/1000"!D5/100)+!D6/13. The 
'(asterisk) is the multiply operator, and the / (slash) is the 
divison operator. This formula calculates the cost of gas 
used in one week and adds to it the weekly standing charge 
as follows... 

C14 (Weekly Cubic Feet Used) is multiplied by !D7 (the 
BTU's per Cubic Foot) the result is devided by 1000 to 
convert to Therms. The result is multiplied by !D5 (the cost 
per therm in pence). Divide this by 100 to give the cost per 
therm in pounds. Add to this !D6 (the quarterly standing 
charge) and divide by 13 to get the weekly charge. 

Note the use of the "!" to denote a fixed reference cell. 
The use of the fixed reference becomes self-explanatory 
when we move into the data-entry section where 'relative' 
copies of cells are made. 

Next, the formula for the electricity costs (Cell H14) 
calculates the weekly cost of electricity units used without the 
complication of involving a CuFt/Therms ratio as follows. 

H14...ALT/F....(G14*!H5/100)+!H6/13 

This works as follows ... G14(the Weekly units Used) is 
multiplied by !H5 (the pence per unit). Added to the result is 
!H6 (the quarterly charge) and the lot is converted by 13 to 
obtain the weekly charge. 

The final formula works out the weekly cost of gas and 
electricity. This goes into cell 114 and adds the weekly gas (in 
D14) and electricity bills (in H14) as follows. 

I14..ALT/F....D14+H14 

By the way, it's always a good idea to protect the work you've 
done by regularly saving it to disc. Mini Office provides a 
Save command, [ALT)/[I], which can be used to automatically 
save what you've created so far then bring you straight 
back to the sheet edit. Just like the Save and Continue 
function in LocoScript. 



The important thing from now on is to make sure you take a 
regular weekly reading. Can I recommend that until you're in 
the habit of doing this, you take a reading whenever you 
remember - even daily - so that even if you forget to 
take the reading on the 'appointed' day, you can nevertheless 
work it out by subtraction from the day following or addition to 
the day before. 

The first entry 

Your first weeks' entries for the gas and electricity are starting 
values for the spreadsheet calculations. In the case of the 
example shown, week 52 is a dummy entry inlo row 13, cells 
B1 3,F1 , that doesn't produce costs but simply sets up the 
calculations for the rest of the entries. 

So, to make an input, we need only three entries as 
follows: 1) Enter the week number in Cell A13. 2) Enter the 
gas-meter reading in Cell B13. 3) Enter the electricity-meter 
reading in Cell F13. (In the example, the value entered was 
that of 70250). 

One week later, you'll have three more readings to enter 
into row 14 just as you did in steps 1-3 above. After you enter 
the gas meter reading into cell B14 the spreadsheet will 
automatically work out the week's cost; likewise for the 
electricity meter-reading entered into cell F14. The weekly 
total is also calculated at the same time. 

Making weekly spreadsheet work for you 

Before entering each following week's data, copy the latest 
row. For example, when it's time to enter the data for Week 2, 
firstly do a 'Relative Copy' of row 14 into row 15. Doing this 
saves time re-entering the formulae and the only change you 
need fo make is to alter the week number from 1 to 2 and 
then enter the week 2 data (See diagram 3). 

In detail, cursor to anywhere on row 13. Press the [COPY] 
key: you will then be asked to press R, C or S for a Row, 
Column or Single cell copy. Press [R]. Now the spreadsheet 
will make a relative copy of row 14 into row 15. Edit the week 
number from Week 1 to Week 2 by using the F7 Edit cell 
function. Now enter the two meter readings as you did above. 
Follow this method for each following week's entries. The 
values shown in the example spreadsheet are for a medium 
sized detached house with a family of three or four. 

Having established the spreadsheet you can play 
around with the way structure it. Information can be entered 
as a text. For example, if the temperature was very low in 
week 5. do the following. First, position the cursor on the 
row under week 5. (If you've not entered week 6's data then 
skip the next step which inserts a row). Second, Press F8 
and you will see that a new blank row will appear in between 

rows 5 and 6. Third, enter your comments (" Week 5 ... 

very cold ... temp 0-2'C") using the [ALT]/[S] format - see 
screenshot 7. ■ 



House 
monitors 

The effectiveness of double 
glazing or cavity wall 
insulation and the payback 
periods can be accurately 
ludged using this ample 
spreadsheet. Extra power 
costs due to the addition ol a 
dish washer would be 
reflected in Ihe cost analysis. 
We can all save on power 
costs if we have some idea 
ol where wastage is but don't 
gel paranoid and start 
putting tape around the 
windows. 
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>gital gas and electricity meters isee insets) are easy to read; all you 
nave to do is enter the figures into your Mini Office spreadsheel 



A lew weeks go by and the calculations are really tolling up. Remember to take 
regular readings il you want to produce consistent results 
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If Computers Are So Clever, 
Why Do They Just Say A>? 



Not very helpful, is it? Not when you are used to the friendliness of 
Locoscript. PCW SuperDOS chanses all that. It provides you with a disk man- 
agement environment based on Locoscript in which to 

♦ Organise and run all your 'non-Locoscript' application programs, 
dividing them into groups or 'directories'. 

♦ Copy/move/erase/rename your files, copy/format disks and name disks 
and groups. 

♦ Keep notes or reminders or write SUBMIT files on any number of 
SuperDOS 'notepads'. 

PCW SuperDOS gives you the platform to leave Locoscript and expand your 
PCW horizons. You need never be faced with the A> prompt again! PCW 
SuperDOS is the only 'Start-of-Day' program you will need as it contains the 
essential elements of DIR, SHOW, TYPE, PIP, RENAME, ERASE, SUBMIT, DISCKIT, 
PAPER, SET, ED, RPED and DATE. SuperDOS even adds new 'built-in' com- 
mands which you can include in SUBMIT files. 

"As a replacement for the A> prompt, it is effective .... SuperDOS is an 
excellent tool ..." 8000 Plus 

"PCW SuperDOS is to be thoroughly recommended" Amstrad PCW 

So if there's no A> prompt, what is happening while waiting for your imput? 
SuperDOS tells you the time! 

SuperDOS ... makes your PCW clever! ... only £29.95 

ncludes a full ring bound manual. 
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NOTE: SuperDOS is NOT designed for use with a hard disk. It cannot be 
used on a 256K RAM machine. The 8000 Plus review incorrectly stated that 
SuperDOS used all available memory. On a 512K machine there is 248K free 
on drive M:. SuperDOS will work with the new memory expansion boards. 
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Script2Base and Text2Base 
Free Format Text Databases 

These programs turn your Locoscript 2 or 
Protext documents into a database. No 
need to make ASCII copies. You mark the 
key phrases in a way that does not affect 
the documents. The program then creates 
up to five alphabetical subject indexes 
that you can later browse through to find 
your pearls of wisdom. Manual on disk as 
a sample free text database. 

Both programs cost £29.95 - 
please specify clearly which you require 



ALSO NEW! PTR.COM 



For 8256/8512 users only. Displays a 
second menu bar at the bottom of 
the screen giving the up-to-date set- 
tings of Paper. Length, Spacing, Gap, 
Pitch, Margins, Tabs, Bold, Double, 
Italic and underline. Any item can 
be changed at will and text can be 
sent direct to the printer. 
Instructions on disk. 

Only £7.95 or together with PCW 
SuperDOS for £34.95. SAVE £195! 



Four great PCW programs from: 

Encydasoft, 
Hayfields Grove, 
Audlem, Crewe, 
CW3 OLB 
0270 811890 



ON TEST 



A FINE FINANC 

David Frost reviews the new computerised ledger system from Intraset Ltd 



CASHMASTER 

£29.95 Intraset Ltd 0257 276800 

If, like most people, you bought your Amstrad as a word processor, you 
are probably missing out on a lot of its potential. The one thing a PCW 
likes more than handling words is working out sums. So as the mortgage 
rate soars and the bank manager's letters become increasingly 
threatening, why not try using an accounting package to keep track of the 
finances and steer clear of disaster? Cashmaster is the latest in a string of 
offerings aimed at the small business or private individual. 

The 14-page manual is written in a chatty style which at times verges 
on flippancy. It is marred by clumsy sentence constructions, grammatical 
errors and proof reading oversights, all of which combine to make it 
difficult to read. Despite this, it covers all the important topics. 

The program will run on all PCWs and is compatible with the Cirtech 
Diamond hard disc, but the number of records in a file is limited by the 
size of the M drive. 512k machines can get 2200 entries in each file, while 
the 8256 is limited to between 1 500 and 1 700 (the manual is undecided 
on this point). Normally, files would cover a year so this is a minimum of 
six entries for every working day - sufficient for most small business or 
domestic uses. 

The basis of Cashmaster is a ledger in which all financial transactions 
are entered. Each entry is marked with a class code and an account code 
to identify it for subsequent report production. In addition, selected entries 
can be tagged. Care is needed, however, in the selection of codes 
otherwise you won't get meaningful reports. There are 90 class codes 
and 30 account codes whose names can be selected and amended from 
a code menu. 

Calculate to accumulate 

The ledger will also show the amount of VAT included in each receipt or 
payment. There are good screen prompts and data entry is very simple. 
So too is data deletion which only requires one key stroke. But be warned: 
the careless caress of a finger on the [D] key could result in unintentional 
or even unnoticed loss of data and is potentially hazardous. 

Ledgers can cover any period subject to the limit on the number of 
records. There is a search facility to help find entries in large ledgers. 
Although the obvious use of Cashmaster is to keep track of income and 
expenditure you can also have a separate ledger for budget forecasts. 
Cashmaster has a simple on-screen calculator which can be called up 
when required. 

Reports are selected according to date, account and class. The 
choice lies between a detailed statement, VAT statement or profit and 
loss. Output can be to screen or printer. An ASCII file can be created if 
you want to incorporate the report in another document. 

The program has several irritating features. There is no directory of 
data files so the name of each one has to be noted separately or else 
found from the disc directory in CP/M using DIR. Similarly when it comes 
to saving a file there is no default file name and you have to type it in each 
time. Prudent users who like to save data periodically whilst working on 
files will find there is no 'save and continue' option, only a 'save and exit' 
which means booting the program each time. The ledger will accept non- 
existent dates, for example 31 st February. 

Despite these shortcomings, the program is simple to use and 
provides a reasonable range of features, particularly for domestic use. 
The ease with which data can be deleted or amended will not appeal to 
accountants so think carefully before using Cashmaster for business use. 

The closest rival to have been released recently is Money Manager 
PCW reviewed in September 1989. Money Manager PCW is more 
expensive and a little more difficult to use, but offers a wider range of 
features. Spreadsheet enthusiasts with Supercalc 2 won't find it too 
difficult to write something which will serve the same purpose as 
Cashmaster and do a lot of other things besides. ■ 



CASHMASTER FIGURES IT OUT 




File: 8*Wi •• CASHMASTER •■ Version 1.1 bv, M. Evans 


: CASWASTEIt • ' Joad. JJoto. !iVfc 40J etatenents. setU>. tot. Hag, Jisc. Jind. Q 
Intraset Ltd 1383 Sit. fosert^elMfllast. Ifc First, ctfes. tine: 1/W 


Class Cedes 

1 tas 6 travel 11 Holiday 16 Clothing 21 Telephone <!6 bonuses 

2 Uater 7 Intertain 12 Salary 17 Children 22 Photograph 27 

3 electric 1 Stationery 13 Car 18 Savings 23 Riding 28 

4 insurance 3 Hortoaje 14 ill 13 Salary M H'Holo 23 

5 Postage 1« Poll tax IS Food 26 Dividends 25 O'tme 3* 

L' ' '1 


|»ate jlten ;;Cl;jClaiss Ac ^Receipt Parent i'UAI Elenent 



II *S*13* ."ortgage 



05*29* ■Jortiaoe 



3 Aortgage ; 1 Z 

12 Salary I 12 

LL 26 Bonuses 2 
I! IS food 



8,3.76 1 *''' 3 ; 


! 2.37S.M 


56. 35 
2*7.83 
JTCaa. 





The main screen The top box contains the prompts, the second can be toggled 
between account and class codes . and the remainder is the ledger Note that non- 
existent dales (31st February and April) are accepled 



File: »*»• •• CflSHIMSIlH •« Version 1.1 by oj. Evam 



: MSHMSiHt 5 1 :' «oad. £oto. 1WI1 >.1ll stalenents. setJJ. »t. uag. «isc. lint. I 
Intraset Ltd 1383 1 Sit. HnsertHeletTii! Last. US First, eJUS. Line: 1/M 




■*S*H* llortgagf 
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twitrose 

»5e29*nortgaqe 

•7*23* Cooker 



2*7.89 

373.76 • 
2.376.H i 11 

Sb.35 
2*7.83 
I 216.8* 



The simple on screen calculator m use • call it up and dismiss rt whenever you need to 1 
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« Profit and Loss Statement h 

Date fro.: 105*13*1 to End Date: I3M33*) DMtiV format 
Class No. Frw: 1*11 to 13*1 
Account Iron: 1*1) to 1*51 
List only lagged Files: til !/n 



CI Class Ac V Receipt Paynent OAT Elenent' 




♦5*13* «. ortgage 
31*19* Salary 
31*13* Bonus 
N*29* Uaitrose 
»»29» "ortgage 



ng jp a profit and ess siaiemem win Cashmaster To incorporate tins report into another document. 
simply create an ASCII Ite and import it wherever necessary 



CASHMASTER 



Pluses 

A Good for beginners 

▲ Easy to use 

▲ Satisfactory for domestic use 



Minuses 

T Manual badly written 
T Easy to delete data by mistake 
T Lacks useful features available in 
comparable programs 



EASE OF USE 4/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 3/5 

PERFORMANCE 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 2/5 

VALUE FOR MONEY 13/20 



May 90 8000 PLUS 29 



COURSEMASTER 

The Computer Horseracms Program 

• WES AW RACE iN SECONDS ANV DAJIV NEWSPAPER IS Alt VOu NEED 

• NEVER out of date • Bom N His* & Hat fast Data Entry 

• ama/ \G ACCURACY - Now «)it CAN BEAT Th£ BOOVE" 

• *»Ws cn lf« *i"DW pnrvjiple mat 'AS' KK5ES BEAT SiOW ONES" 

• Cw»iy >ocni Vs bot soecion *> ew '«e p'us these amaz<ng 'eatu-es • 

■ .1 flfd Third choce »x>»vrt 'Of roffcasft A Inca«s : dc 
»KammendS moK SoWe type Of OO 

rvorfci ail yOu> WINNINGS on TOH popular bets including VNGlES 
I & rXXAES. vv*i end each *ay PATEN'S, VANXEES. CANADIANS HElNZetc 
I GOOD EACm WAVandiONG ODDS bmdeo»vshcrwn 

• WW PfiiNT out your BETTING SUP -W you 

• Maintains a BANK ACCOUNT - BET i*r PROfESSONAlS OC Recc*dS 9» vow 
bets -« any number of accounts <eep a complete record of your betting or 
cc**©are COuRSEMASTER aga^ni your favoutrie tipsier 

■'«AMA*rNGCOUHSEMA$THSVSTEM Th,* Supe-p betting System 
* included "i the prog-am a irtte-" which rrgutany produces huge wins 

■ -,Ut« Try it 1 It can pay 'f <tseM -Wry M«eS Over 0" th« f"V 04/ 

• Supplied with M »d9e BE "ING GUIDE and MANUAt 

FREE HOT TIP OF THE MONTH TO EVERY PURCHASER 

Avaiiab'e to an IBM PCs & Compatibles and Amy/ad pev/s 
©£19 95 inclusive 



PERM-MASTER 

III' vou are one o' those poors punters who reg-iiari* uses tne perm plans lor 
[[entering your wee*)y coupon, <as we at incraset 'etommendj Then ii 4 often 
IIOHio.it lo assess wtiether o- not you h** actually won PERM -MASTER pub an 
Mend ro that With it you simply enter me <ximoo of ports oot*ned tor each of 
llyou' selections, and PERMMASTER does the -est Tne pros-am is supplied 
llaueady w«m some of me top plans bx»tt m, but if your favoimte <s not mere, then 
[IvOu can s"npty create your own. using the uniQue perm editor. 

• 'AST and SiMPiE to use 

•JNOUEPERMEDlTC^flllcwsyoutoadOplamnoisuppried (SimpiyecMfhe 






ost BlOClC Pf RMS and SiNGtE LINE plans Jp to 9S elections) 
Available as for POOLSMASTER © £1 7.95 Inclusive 



£ PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO 

WHATEVER you> MICRO is you can use it lo <na*e a good income* 
1 Even rl you only have a coup* of hours to spare eacn w»« 
1 wc haw; out together a package of easy, sensible and pracwat business 

•deat wtxti can easily be used by anyone with any m<cro 

No computer expertise reou»cO" 

Ban tit .'lomhomedomg what you enjoy dong - using your COMPUTEdJIK 
»tet which model 

*ou prooabry already have a" you need to start earwig 

*»OjSANDS ol potential customers « your area who will GlADtV pay "or your 

services We will show you how to 'mdthem 1 

Full step oy Step gi/de to EARNWG money from youR MICRO FRf E 

BUSINESS IDEAS CASSETTE T APF WTHEVERyCOPy 

£12.95 inclusive 



POOLSMASTER 

Jormaty AWs P>e&cto* ' ov Ccmr" Ccrroufr Sysrerr-s 

The Computer Football Pools Predictor 

The amazing PCXXSmaSTER program « oy tor me best Poo's ^tacvy we have II 
c<er seen in just 10 weeks o' trying tfvs program ourselves, we won no less than [I 
1C aivoenas. me largest bemg "early £300 Mi ' C Hammond horn Esse* wonll 
i **".tl0.00000iniu« 16 weett In rws own wo»ds 'it's a licence to pr»nt money II 
POOtVAASTER rs simple to use and requnes only mat you Kep the league tables 
up to date using your (rtual newspaoe' 

The resutt at many years research ir«o me Footba" Pools Oy the programmet Martml 
Evans ol C C S . me progiam , s a materpiece of c*oen-x, and « vmpiicty itseii tol 
se 

ftechcts Homes, Aways and Draws 

No !>ddiv typing m of teams names etc and no redur<*ant datflbases 
i-niam read-out or Hardcoov •' you nave a printer 
• uses scientific formula based on recent form tome ana away, wague posit'on, 
goats scored etc n has >ong Wt" realised that certain comoinations o 1 these 
factors return a much high*- than aveTage of olaws than me laws of average 
*ouide»oect POOLSMASTER ioow la these fx^o^arxlanaitses their 
vgr-hcance to give you the best possible chance of a w«i 
Also has a 'Sequence P-edctor option Many people believe mat certain 
numbers on the coupon come up more often man others, and over a season 
patterns do seem to deveioo The program analyses these patterns ana 
predicts me numbers mosttifceV to come up r«*f Certamrymoresc>eMif< 
than stewing a pm m or family b-thdavs etc 

If you do the POOLS then this is the program for you. 
Available as for Coursemaster © £19.95 inclusive. 



+++SPECIAL OFFER+++ 

SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS: 

CONTAINING BOTH POOLSMASTER AND PERM MASTER C34 95 

CONTAINING POOLS PERM ana i OURSEMASTER E4995 

BUV AW THREE DISKS (OR TWO INCL COMPENDIUM) 

AND RECEIVE PROFIT FROM VOUR MICRO ABSOLUTELY FREE 



THE GRAPHOLOGIST 

This program is a must fo* anyone interested m analysing then handwriti-ng or 
analysing other peoples it is also veiy useful for analysing prospective 
-mpioyees nandwrttting To use the program, a sample of handwriimg « 
bta*ned. perferably m if*. From the mam menu o* the program you will o* 
romptea and gmded to cammc each deta I o' me sample ybuwiPthenbe 
Kg. -.r._gh deeper and deeper vets of sub menus, an prompting you for 
itc-ant details of me w-,t ( ng and the ports to wetcn for. and add to the Me " 

«-■£■'• .1'. .' 

upon compieton you 9t left with a di» file up to 15 pages long (depend**) c 

the depm o' det*i you choose*, fvs file can then be edited «wn you wo» 

processor to produce a fun report for the writer 

Fully experienced Graphologists can charge almost wnat mey n*e for a ft. 

anafysrs. so this comd prove a very lucrative buvness venture for you 

V* must however ssess. that urtess you are experienced m graphology, Ihcn we 

can m no way guaiantee the accuracy of the information mat the progtar 

prowdes If you *e an enthusufttiC amateur or <uV curious, then thrs prograr 

could provide houn o* entertainmert, wtuist teaching you the finer *t of thi 

fascinating subject 

"" e tent within THE GRAPKXOG'ST was researched and wrtten by a top tendon 

jptafcgrst/crirrvnologrH James ttbodward The software w« wntter-. by van 

nns Our consular* software wnter 

Available for IBM PCs & Compatibles and Amstrad PCWs 
9 £44.95 inclusive 



CASHMASTER 

llMaster your own *«r<aitces ^ne>e ii >«ow no need to be Inghtened oy |( 
I acco»«ancy software CASMMA5TE8 prr>*d« yco vwm the eat-est method >et]| 
| invented to *eep trac* of a" your finances Be you a business o professonai 
Individual, you are sure to need to tmow where your it 
I CASHMASTER will allow you to '<ipu! Oil tne necessai. I 
Ntronsact'on m one simple operation whilst a"ow*>g you to extract me acso<utc|| 
llmaxhum Irom if a' again with an anay of statements &vj reports 

• Features VAt arvjrysis 

• Easy, natural oata entry - jusi He a narvjwnnen ledger 

• Anyarnourtt of ledger 'i*es 

• ledgers can span any time prod, there <s no one yea- 1 ,n „i 

• Reports can be produced over any time soan - 1 day to 100 yean) 

• vO>99 Oass Codes (Use* definable I per ieoger Ut 

• 30VW Accounts per ledger file 

• Deta< r ed statements showing bawxes ( Selected accc«jrts 4 classes i 

• Prcrtt $ loss Statements (Selected accounts A class totals i 

■ , *39 ,n 9 o' enines for e*t»a report se«ect»vitv 

• Items can Oe IneluVrC, Exclusive 0» Zero VAT or VAT can be r m ignored 

• VAT eiemert automat,cairy calculated and chspiayed 

• Pop up rimn-ng total caicutator 

• Erttties can repeated wm i u « o>< «ey press I Standing Orders etc | tfrtmoy 
Fortn-ghtiy, Morthry OuarteTV. Half yearfy o- Veariy 

• Ei'-es can be edited c deleted at any time 

• fed ft-nenri anywhere. CashmaSter puts them n chronological order fc* 

■ Reports dneciabie to Screen. or,r«cr or Dis* fie 

• Detailed seiectonty 'or reports 

■ Reference '*« fc each entry (invoce f*3. Oesp Note no etc 1 

• 10,000 entries PC version. S.900 OCWs 

• No need fc sorts, always m correct order 

• A* functions and ope/at'ons available 'torn mam progiam screen 

• Most lunctiorn operate from a single tey ceM 

• Scan through me ledger a (me, or page at a t»ne if required 

• Split arv3ir*rge die 

• Class and Acccwt code descipt<c»>s v>sit>e at an times Soon tr«ough pages 
of codes w:th one key press 

• FREE sepefate hnmpg tcW calculator for adding up those cheques, useful for 
those ouic* sums 

WE APOtOGlSE TO All OTHER SOFTWARE *t»tERS AND TO ANYONE ElStll 
WHO HAS BOUGHT THE OThER SO CALLED EASV 'O USE PROGRAMS i 
CASHMASTERREAllVDOESa^OW^iE UDO" COMPUTERISED ACCOUNTING 

THIS IS HOW IT SHOULD BE DONE 

rVof only superior to the competition, it's far cheaper too! 
O £M.9S inclusive 

Available for IBM PCs & Compatibles & Amstrad PCWs 




INTRASET LTD, (DEPT 8000+) 
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CLAyTON-LE-WOOOS, 
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TOOLKIT 




PCW-TooLKit has long been the leading disc recovery 
tool available for the PCW. Specially designed, it makes 
full use of the PCWs screen and keyboard to allow 
anyone to recover damaged discs and lost data easily. 

Now, Version 2 is available! Both the program and the 
manual have been improved to make recovering all of the 
most common types of damage even easier. 

Would you wait for a fire before buying an extinguisher? 
Of course not! Buy ToolKit now, and discover what it can 
do before you next get that "Missing Address Mark"! 

PCW-ToolKit still costs just £24.95 
How much is YOUR data worth? 



Other Disc Utilities : 

MFU - Use other CP/M formats, PC and BBC discs on the PCW! £49.95 

2in1 - Transfer files and discs easily between your PCW and PCs! £49.95 

External Disc Drives : 

3.5" or 5.25" Disc Drive for PCW8256/9512 - £139.95 

Switchable 5.25" Disc Drive for PCW8512 - £169.95 

Please write or phone for more details and our catalogue. 



All prices shown include V.A.T. and postage within the U.K. E&OE 
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COMPUT I NG 

Strathclyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 



Diamond hard disks 

- a new dimension for your PCW 



Imagine starting up your PCW without 
floppies! - with a Diamond drive you can! 
In fact, in normal daily use you don't need 
floppies at all! Using a Diamond gives you 
a speed you've only dreamed of before! 

Diamond drives are guaranteed 100% 
compatible with LocoScript 2 and all 
standard CP/M programs. 

Available in three sizes - 32, 48 and 100 
Megabytes - Diamond drives are housed 
in a slimline, platinum grey case (245 x 240 
x 55 mm) 

Turn your PCW into a super-charged system with a 
Cirtech Diamond hard disk! 

For orders or more information call our HOTLINE on 0896-57790 
CIRTECH (UK) LTD, Currie Road Industrial Estate. GALASHIELS 
Selkirkshire, TD1 2BP, Scotland Telephone: (0896) 57790 



It's so easy to install! Just plug the 
Diamond Adaptor onto the expansion port 
and you're ready to go! And for those with 
extra interfaces, there's an optional 'feed- 
through' Adaptor available. 

A Diamond drive can be shared by up to 
seven PCW's simultaneously - the ideal 
cost-effective solution for the office or 
educational environment. 

Get Diamond performance from only 
£465.00 plus VAT. 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET is a program designed io help you plan your invesimems and keep a close and careful natch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full details of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unit trusts and other securities. Dividends can be recorded as they are received. If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as stocks arc bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot prices of shares, unit 
trusts, exchange rates, indexes etc. 

STOCKMARKET docs not have to be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine that we 
think will do well. Six months later if the price has gone up we wish that we had trusted our judgement. If the price has fallen we quietly forget it. 
With STOCKMARKET you can record details of as many shares folios as you want. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks , recovery 
shares, penny shares or whatever you choose. You can practise buying and selling share.', and see how well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration files including real price information going back 
several years for several shares (inc FT 30 index, British Telecom, Amstrad, Marks & Spencers) so thai you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

• Record full details of your ponfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

• Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

• Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

• Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

• Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary. 

• Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

• Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values. 

• Record tax credits (not CPC) and dividend payments. 

• List one year's information for the tax man (not CPC). 

• Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

• List your present folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

• Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

• Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

• List all the prices for each share. 

• Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

• Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose them on the price. 

• Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen. 

• Easy to read scales for prices and dates (not just week numbers). 

• Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

• Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities. 



Comprehensive fifty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 

(AMSTRAD CPC (disc) £29-95 

Prices are alJ inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day (including 
weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediate 
delivery by first class post . 



MERIDIAN 



38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 01-850 7057 




MALLARD BASIC 



LOOK. NO HANDS! 



J 



David Gregg shows you how to devise some automatic applications in 
BASIC - indispensible for both you and your PCW 



My opinion has always been that computers should 
work for you. They should give you more time to play 
with, by relieving you of mindlessly tedious or horribly 
intricate tasks, while you go away and do something 
far more interesting or important. 
In my capacity as an administrator, for example, I am 
responsible for organising the daily activities of a large group 
of people. I would like to be able to go to my computer and 
ask it to find out when, in the coming month, 20 of them, say, 
all have the same afternoon free so that I can plan a meeting; 
I might also want to update their diaries so that they can't 



Elementary, my dear Mallard 

I used to play chess and do crosswords. The mental activity involved is very similar but, at the 
end of the day, you don't have anything permanent to show for it! If you write a program, it's for 
life (well almost!) You can use it again and again, and the hours you spend developing it are 
rapidly recouped as it saves you time, money and. occasionally, sleep. 

This article will attempt to show you, in everyday words, how to use your PCW with easy 
Mallard BASIC commands and functions to build up friendly, personalised software that will do 
exactly what you want it to do in the way you want it done: since the majority of PCW owners are 
concerned with words, it will be orientated, primarily, to handling text and simple numbers. No 
mathematical equations or hexadecimals will appear here - and that's a promise! 

It is. however, going to require you to be familiar with enough elementary BASIC to be able 
to load the language, type in. save and run a program and to have, hopefully, come across 
FOR. ..NEXT and WHILE ...WEND loops, array variables and strings; I will try, however, to make 
their use clear as I go along. 

Those of you who are already experienced programmers in BASIC, will doubtless find the 
style in which much ol my code is written too long-winded and wasteful of space; please 
remember, however, that this is a series aimed at showing virtual beginners what is possible. It's 
not a master-class. Extract any ideas of interest and then rewrite the code as densely as you like! 



double book themselves at a later date. I hen I would like the 
machine to send them a short printed memorandum with a 
confirmation of the date and time of the proposed meeting, 
and append a dictated message. I don't necessarily want to 
sit there, however, almost chained to my PCW's keyboard 
while the machine does all the searching and printing. 

Likewise, I regularly need to send other reminders out to 
varying numbers of people every week of that familiar 
"Please do this ..." and "Don't forget that ..." variety. I would 
like to be able to come home late of an evening and tell the 
computer to send a series of such messages, and, in the 
event of any individual requiring more than one message, to 
put these all together on a single sheet of paper in order to 
save trees. 

Ideally, I would then like to go to bed, leave the machine, 
and collect the copies for distribution the following morning 
on the way out to work. This is massively cheaper than 
photocopying, especially for short messages, and the 
computer will even include the recipients' names, provided 
you show it how to. 

Programmable automation 

As a teacher, I might want an electronic markbook. It must 
allow me to enter a whole group's marks straight onto a 
single word processor style 'page' at one go, so that it can 
then go on to automatically assign them to the file for each 
individual student, total up all their marks to date and print a 
report on their progress; while this is in progress, I can be 
busy preparing for the following day. 



This is provided with the help of one quickly-produced 
masterfile (which consists of the individuals' names and their 
daily marks) which I would have had to have written on paper 
anyway. It sorts out and maintains the marks of another thirty 
individuals (or as many as I need for that matter) and does 
the rest of my paper work as an added bonus. 

It would be nice as well, wouldn't it, to be able to give a 
computer a long list of varying jobs to do. like those above, 
with a variety of different software, and then just pat it on the 
monitor and depart? 

The good news is that it doesn't have to be a pipe-dream. 
It's actually perfectly possible to achieve, and with simple 
Mallard BASIC too! 

It was needs like those outlined above that led me to start 
learning how to write my own programs. Beasts like those 
I've just described - especially those of the run-over-night 
variety, just couldn't be located for the PCW for love nor 
money. Furthermore, I discovered that writing programs, 
contrary to popular belief, can be a very pleasant, engrossing 
and fulfilling activity. 

Just a memo 

For the time being, I am going to show you the very simple, 
central core of a program that will allow you to produce a run 
of identical printed memos (detailing the time and agenda of 
your next committee meeting, for example, or the list of 
rehearsals for a play) and head each one up with the name of 
the person to whom you want it to be sent. This first version 
will only allow you to send one message at a time. That will 
be enough for many of you, as novice programmers, to digest 
in one session. We'll look at ways to handle multiple 
messages in another article. 

However, I will conclude this month by suggesting how 
even this simple piece of software can be run automatically 
over and over again through the night without you having to 
be there to give it fresh instructions. 

Assuming then that you know how to load BASIC and 
type in a listing (have a read of the 8000 Plus Listings pages 
if not) then here is the code, a few lines at a time, with 
explanations (which of course you don't type in!) which 
should help you follow how it works. 

First the program needs two files (a list of names and the 
memo itself) to be on the disc already and in ASCII format 
(plain text, without printer control codes). You can write them 
in LocoScript and save them as ASCII or use RPED.BAS 
without leaving Mallard BASIC. 

Name-dropping 

Your list of names (I'll call mine PLUSTEAM.NAM with 
frightening originality) might look like this: 

SHARON BRADLEY 
TIM SMITH 
JULIE BARNES 
SOPHIE LANKENAU 
PAUL MORGAN 

and so on. You don't have to do it in capital letters, it's just a 
matter of taste on the final printout. Meanwhile, our message 
to them (saved as PLUSTEAM.MEM) might be: 

If you lot don't agree to work another sixty hours a week 
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without extra pay then you're all fired! 
Yours sincerely 
FUTURE PUBLISHING 

You can have (within practical reason) as many names on 
your list as you like and as many lines of message. The 
RPED editor will handle up to 200. What these numbers will 
affect is the size of space which the computer has to reserve 
in its memory in order to store them. We need to tell it this in 
the program as soon as possible and so I'm going to add 
another line at the very beginning: 

05 DIM name$(200),memo$(200) 

This will reserve 200 spaces for each. You can adjust this if 
you like. 

Now the program needs to ask the user for the 
information(the names of the two ASCII files) that it requires 
in order to run. In keeping with our philosophy of being as 
divorced from the keyboard as possible, it's going to ask for 
everything it needs straight-off and run while you go away. 

10 INPUT "Filename of MAILING LIST please - 
", namelistS 

20 INPUT "Filename of MEMO you wish to send them 
please - ",memofile$ 

The commas following the question and before the variable 
names (namelistS and memolist$) suppress the normal 
question mark. Notice also that I've named the variables, 
which hold the information about the two files the program will 
load, so that I can remember what they actually do. 

Load 'em up and move 'em out 

The program then instructs the machine to load these files 
from the disc (which we'll assume is in the default drive): 

30 OPEN T\1, namelistS 

40 names%=0 

50 WHILE NOT EOF(1) 

60 names%=names%+1 

70 INPUT #1 ,name$(name%) 

80 WEND 

90 CLOSE #1 

This loads the names. Notice the use of the variable 
names% to count the number read in. We'll need this later. 
The same procedure is used for the other file; notice how the 
names of the variables change but the method is identical. 

100 OPEN "I'M, memofileS 

110 lines=0 

120 WHILE NOT EOF(1) 

130 lines=lines+1 

140 INPUT #1,memo$(lines) 

150 WEND 

160 CLOSE #1 

Now they're in the memory and all we need to do is tell the 
machine to work through the list of names and print out the 
memo for each one. The LPRINT statements below - without 
any text - merely insert blank lines between name and 
memo, and at the end of each one, to allow you to cut them 
up more easily afterwards. 

170 FOR x=1 TO name% 
180 LPRINT name$(x) 
190 LPRINT:LPRINT 
200 FOR y=1 TO lines 
210 LPRINT memo$(y) 
220 NEXT y 

230 LPRINT:LPRINT:LPRINT 
240 NEXT x 
250 END 

That's it! Couldn't be much simpler could it? Clearly there is a 
lot of scope for making this program prettier and more 
flexible, but BASIC buffs can do that for themselves; the 
novice doesn't want that degree of complexity yet. 



Prepare to be amazed 

However, I will now introduce a fundamentally new idea 
which we can use even with this easy program to transform it 
into something much more interesting. 

Save this version of the programand then change some 
of the lines (using EDIT line number) as follows: 

10 INPUT #3,namelist$ 
20 INPUT #3. memofileS 
250 WEND:CLOSE #3:END 

and add the lines: 

06 OPEN "l",#3,"autofile.mem" 

07 WHILE NOT EOF(3) 

Now save this version of the program under a different name 
and go back into your text editor. Create and save a new 
ASCII file into which you put the names of the two files you've 
used so far. Call the new file AUTOFILE.MEM. Here's mine 
as above: 

PLUSTEAM.NAM 
PLUSTEAM.MEM 

Notice how I've tagged them with .NAM for the list of names 
and .MEM for the memo. It will help when you've got a lot on 
a disc later on. Put the name file first and then the memo. 

Once out of the editor and back in BASIC type RUN 
"MEMOPROG", or whatever you've called the second version 
with the three changes, and sit back in amazement as the 
whole program loads and runs itself and then stops without 
you touching another key! (assuming you've typed it all in 
properly, that is!) It is also a good idea to set up your printer 
to use continuous stationery (see margin note). Better still, if 
you now write a lew more messages and lists of names, you 
can make the program run them one after another without 
stopping, simply by altering AUTOFILE.MEM, for example: 

PLUSTEAM.NAM 

PLUSTEAM.MEM 

GERBILS.NAM 

GERBILS.MEM 

and so on. Be very careful to keep the name and memo files 
in the same order ■ 
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The complete works 

You don't have to type in the extra spaces I have inserted between the line numbers and the 

program lines. They are to show you the various loops more clearly. You should ol course 

preserve all the other ones. 



05 DIM nameS(200),memoS(200) 

06 OPEN ' I ",3, "autofile.mem" 

07 WHILE NOT EOF(3) 
10 INPUT #3,namelistS 
20 INPUT #3,memofileS 
30 OPEN T',1, namelistS 
40 names=0 

50 WHILE NOT EOF(1) 

60 names=names+1 

70 INPUT #1,nameS(names) 

80 WEND 

90 CLOSE #1 

100 OPEN "l",1. memofileS 

110 lines=0 

120 WHILE NOT EOF(1) 



SOPHIE LANKENAU 



If you lot don't agree to work another 
extra pay then you're all fired! 
Yours sincerely 
FUTURE PUBLISHING 



130 lines=lines+1 

140 INPUT #1.memo$(lines) 

150 WEND 

160 CLOSE #1 

170FORx=1 TO names 

180 LPRINT nameS(x) 

190LPRINT:LPRINT 

200 FOR y=1 TO lines 

210 LPRINT memoS(y) 

220 NEXT y 

230 LPRINT:LPRINT:LPRINT 

240 NEXT x 

250 WEND:CLOSE #3:END 

• Remember that this program requires a 

properly set up Autolile.mem to run! 
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SEARCH PARTY 

Andrew Bibby turns very nosey, and shows you how to mind everybody 
I else's business - without getting arrested 



1 still remember one of my early journalistic assignments, 
which sent me scurrying to the dingy reading room of 
Companies House in London's City Road to get the dirt 
on a particularly unpleasant property developer. What I 
needed was information on the company's shareholders and 
directors - details which were publicly available in the 
documents that the company had filed with Companies 
House. Getting into central London and then to City Road, 
took time but I eventually handed in my order form, paid 
the search fee (memory fails, but I think it was fivepence), 
and settled down to await the arrival of the company's 
documents, reproduced at 1 /24th size on a microfiche. 
After that it was simply a case of waiting for a microfiche 
reading machine to become available - and getting my 
notebook ready. 

Oh, how much simpler things are these days. Of course, 



Eavesdropping 



WES Engineering Services is a medium-sized 
firm of mechanical engineers based in Luton 
who have been using on-line company 
searches for about the last 18 months. 

The idea came from their Company 
Secretary, Martin Edwards, who as an 
individual computer user had discovered what 
was available. "I got Telecom Gold myself, 
came across the database services, and found 
fhey were very interesting and useful ", he says. 

His company currently undertakes on-line 
searches about two or three limes a week, 
typically to check the creditworthiness of 
customers. The ICC database is the normal 
choice, although Infocheck has also been used 
on occasions, and Martin Edwards says he has 
found both straightforward to use. "ICC is quite 
simple, and it's easy to train other people to 
use it", he explains. Nowadays, he delegates 
most of the searching to members of his staff - 
though he says he still sometimes goes on-line 



himself if he's particularly interested in the 
potential findings. 

As well as assessing the credit status 
of customers. WES Engineering have found 
another use for company searches, "It comes 
in handy lor keeping a check on our 
competitors", says Martin Edwards. "We can 
find out what sort of profit margins they have, 
details on turnover, number of employees and 
so on. This information wasn't readily available 
to us before." 

WES Engineering haven't gone overboard 
in their use of on-line databases, and Martin 
Edwards cheerfully agrees that they're not 
absolutely essential, "it wouldn't be something 
we couldn't live without." he says. 

But nevertheless, it could be innovations 
like this which give companies like his the 
all-important competitive edge over their rivals. 
After all, good management does depend on 
good Information. 



Lining up 
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it's still possible to pop into the Companies House search 
room in the City Road, or visit the headquarters of 
Companies House in Cardiff - though the fee for a search 
has now gone up to £2.50 (see margin note). 

But it's equally possible to get up-to-date company 
information scrolling up on the screen of your PCW without 
leaving your home or office. 

Of course, you will need to be equipped with a modem 
and interface, as well as with adequate comms software - 
and you'll have to move the PCW if it's not already handily 
placed near a phone socket. But once you've done this, your 
computer will have the power to carry on conversations with 
other computers elsewhere, and to access the growing 
number of on-line information sources available. 

Companies House itself does not have an official on-line 
database service, but several commercial companies have 
stepped into the gap and by combing through the public 
records have compiled their own very comprehensive 
information databases about British limited companies. There 
are, in fact, over a million actively trading limited companies 
in England and Wales alone. Many others are registered in 
Scotland, and there are some more which have been 
registered but which are currently dormant. 

Searching questions 

You don't need to be a budding investigative journalist to 
know that information on companies can be extremely useful. 
If you're in business, for example, you'll be aware of the 
importance of being properly briefed on the legal status of the 
companies with whom you're involved. 

For example, you wouldn't want to offer trade credit to 
that new customer of yours, Delboy Trotter (Moonlight 
Flitters) Ltd, without making sure that, at the very least, 
you've got their full legal name right, and that you know the 
address of their registered office. (Without these details, you'll 
have much more of a problem if you have to sue them 
through the courts later for non-payment). 

Alternatively, you might want to run a check on their 
creditworthiness at the very start of your business dealings - 
and perhaps get confirmation of exactly how long they've 
been trading. 

But you might also want to check the company records 
of some of your competitors - to compare your own 
performance against theirs, maybe, or to weigh up the 
chances of making a successful takeover bid. 

If you're a newcomer to business, too, you may find that 
you can extract useful information for your own business plan 
by examining the financial records of other companies 
already trading. 

Blessing the host 

So, how do you start? You can subscribe direct to the 
databases of your choice, but the most common way for 
individual computer users and small businesses to go on-line 
is via a host service. 

For example, Telecom Gold, as well as offering an 
electronic mail facility, also acts as host to about 16 
business databases, including the company information 
services run by Infocheck, Jordans and ICC. Each of these 
databases will offer you basic information on limited 
companies - the registered office address and company 
registration number, for instance. But as we shall see, they 
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can each be used in much more sophisticated ways, too. 

Let's take an example. Let's suppose John Baggett runs 
a paper-bag and cardboard box business. Out ot the blue he 
receives a phone call, apparently from a computer 
manufacturer, wanting to discuss a large order of boxes for a 
new product. 

Baggett thinks it all sounds rather fishy. That computer 
chappie's surname, for example... could anyone really have 
the name of Sugar? And, as for the company's name, it 
sounded more like the sort of made-up name you get in 
science fiction novels. 

Baggett decides to check it out. His business gets by with 
an old manual Remington, but fortunately his next-door 
neighbour, Mike Crowe-Chipp. is into all this new-tech stuff, 
and offers to help. 

Mike calls up Telecom Gold, logs on in the usual way with 
his ID number and password, and then types BUSINESS at 
the > prompt. He's presented with the current list of business 
databases available through Telecom Gold. 

Saving graces 

Mike elects to use Infocheck for this particular search, though 
ICC or Jordans (see Lining up) would have been equally 
possible. He's immediately reminded on screen of the extra 
cost involved, with the following message: 



Additional charges for the Infocheck database 

are 330p per minute, except for 

Registered Office which is 100p per minute 



This may seem a lot, but Mike knows that he should be 
able to extract the information he needs very quickly - 
probably within two or three minutes. The secret is not to 
read the information provided at the time, and certainly not 
to print it out whilst on-line: instead everything should be 
captured in a file and saved to disc, so that it can be read 
at leisure later. 

Infocheck now offers a menu of alternatives: 



F Full Report 

C Company Profile - full report without credit rating 

S Snapshot - precis of company report 

R Registered Office 

D Document Ordering 

I Help Information on Infocheck 

QQuit 

Enter option: 



The full Company Report is available for about 100,000 
larger companies. Each report includes all the details 
available from Companies House records as well as 
Infocheck's own full financial analysis of the published 
accounts. For client reference there is also an assessment of 



the company's creditworthiness. 

Alternatively, you can choose the Company Profile option 
(full report but without the credit rating), or a shorter summary 
(Snapshot). Infocheck also offer an off-line company search 
facility, using the Document Ordering option. 

Mike decides to select the Snapshot option, and types in 
[S]. Telecom Gold then tells him: 



You may record your session in a file. 
Please enter : 

Y (Request prompt for file name) 
N or [RETURN] (No record. Enter INFOCHECK) 
Q (Quit without entering INFOCHECK) 

Enter [Y] [N] or [Q] : 



This is tricky: Mike is certainly going to save his findings in a 
file - but on his own disc, not on Telecom Gold's computer 
(for which an extra charge will be made). So he types [N]. He 
then immediately uses his comms software to open a file on 
the disc already formatted in his PCW's disc drive. (Let's 
assume he names the file COMPANY.EG). 

At last Telecom Gold makes contact with Infocheck's 
database - and the £3.30 a minute surcharge begins. Mike is 
prompted to enter the name or registered number of the 
company he is interested in: he types in AMSTRAO. 

But there are in fact four companies with the seven letters 
AMSTRAD in their title - as Infocheck points out: 



00666369 



Matches found are:- 

Company Name Status 

AMSTRAO DISTRIBUTION LIMITED Full data 02035558 
A.M.S. TRADING SERVICES LIMITED Full data 00942631 
AMSTRAD PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY Full data 01991007 
AMSTRAD UK LIMITED Basic Data 

The name search for AMSTRAD has revealed 4 matches 
Company Number/Name (return to exit): 



Mike decides to plump for what he expects to be the holding 
company for the Amstrad group: Amstrad pic. Moments later 
the report appears on screen (see Sugar content below). 

Once the search is over, Mike immediately closes the 
file he's opened, logs off Telecom Gold, and then calls up 
CP/M. Using PIP he can send his new file direct to the 
printer: the correct way to do this is to enter 
LST:=A:COMPANY.EG. 

John Baggett goes away clutching the hard copy, but 
wearing a frown - if Amstrad really wants his boxes, will his 
old manual typewriter be able to cope with all the invoicing? ■ 



Sugar content 

Prepared by INFOCHECK 

Date: 27. 3.90 Client No: 754 Report Prepared: 22.03.90 

COMPANY STATUS REPORT ON AMSTRAD PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY 

Public Company 

Date of Incorp.: 19.11.1968 

Company No.: 00942631 

Main Objects: design, manufacture and distribution of electronic and micro 
computing products. 

Registered Office: BRENTWOOD HOUSE, 169 KINGS ROAD .BRENTWOOD . 

ESSEX, CM14 4EF 
Trading Address: H.O. BRENTWOOD HOUSE, 169 KINGS ROAD, BRENTWOOD, 

ESSEX, CM14 4EF 
Trading Phone No.: 0277 228888 
Bankers are: Lloyds Bank pic, 72 Lombard St, London, EC3P 3BT 

The Company's latest tiled accounts are for the year ended 30.06.89. We would 
recommend advancing credit on normal terms to this Company. All contracts may 
be considered. 



Industry Type:Electronics 

Latest Accounts for 12 Months ending: 30.06.89 

Previous Accounts lor 12 Months ending: 30.06.88 
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Latest Previous Previous Previous 



Turnover 


626.32 


625.43 


511.80 


304.15 


Profit Before Tax 


76.61 


160.41 


135.71 


75.28 


Current Assets 


502.14 


453.83 


271.84 


141.68 


Total Assets 


591.52 


478.42 


284.72 


149.28 


Current Liabilities 


276.79 


222.23 


105.20 


61.18 


Shareholders Funds 


310.81 


2&18 


179.52 


88.10 


Long Term Liabilities 
Debtors 


3.92 
100.43 


0.00 
130.63 


0.00 
54.81 


0.00 
38.33 


Creditors 


37.48 


10.34 


8.45 


4.59 


Liquidity Ratio 0.63 
Collection Period (days) 58.52 
Stock Turnover 1.92 


1.49 

76.23 

5.12 


1.67 

39.08 

5.34 


1.77 

45.99 

9.13 


Creditor Days (days) 
Solvency Ratio (%) 
Gearing (%) 


21.84 
52.54 
22.66 


6.03 

53.54 

27.55 


6.02 

63.05 

7.44 


5.50 

59.01 

3.74 
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Brian Holley speculates on how to adapt his PCW to produce 
the perfect tool for running a business 




T 



Holley the reluctanl oracle. "Go on. ask me a question' 



he expression that clouded the 
face of my doctor when I saw him 
in the car park recently remains 
clearly in my mind. I made the 
mistake of accosting him with "Ah! 
Just the man I want to see." His 
expression turned first to relief then to 
pleasure when I told him that the 
treatment he had inflicted on my knee 
had been highly successful and 
thanked him for his efforts. 

I know how he felt as those first 
words of mine fell on his ears. Having 
myself been described, often wrongly, 
as an expert', I find that it is as if I were 
wearing a sign bearing the words 'Go 
on, ask me a question.' There is an 
automatic desire to run for cover the 
moment someone says "Ah! You're the 
computer man aren't you?" 

A newcomer to the corner of the 
County Council offices which I inhabit was introduced to me 
the other day. Within seconds he was uttering "Ah!" and 
asking if he could come and talk "computers". Even friends 
chance the future of our relationship by pressing me with 
convoluted computer problems from time to time. 

I don't actually mind. Some of them are in business for 
themselves and have few resources that are free and 
available when they are not up to their eyeballs in turning the 
next honest coin. 

It struck me what a massive investment of time and 
money computerisation is. This realisation was forced home 
in my office when I down-loaded a file from our mainframe 
computer. I asked the system to tell me how much it had cost 
to select the records I wanted, create the file and send it to 
me via Kermit ( which is a form of communications software 
and not the frog). The answer was £48 which amounted to 
one pound per second of computer time. "Was this value for 
money?" I asked myself, comparing it with the cost of 
generating files on my PCW. 

We've only just begun 

I then tried to put myself in the position of some of my self- 
employed friends. I was aware that some of them had 
imagined that buying a personal computer was the solution to 
the time and money problem. Little did they realise just how 
many other problems it would create. 

Buying the computer is not an end in itself, but a 
beginning. It's the beginning of a long, and hopefully fruitful, 
learning period and an even longer period of investment. 

Often the PCW is purchased because it is the cheapest 
machine, for range of features it presents, on the market. 
This is not a good reason for buying a particular computer, 
but fortunately the PCW has a long pedigree. Therefore the 
operating system, though slow, is thoroughly reliable and 
there is a mountain of good quality, tried and tested software 
to run on it. 

If I had bought my PCW 8256 to run a business, I 
wondered, how would I plan an investment program to give 
me a tool that would maximise the generation of business 



and minimise the hassle of computing? This is the solution 
that I came up with. 

Just one more thing 

I think my first investment would have to be a decent printer. 
With all the sophisticated paperwork that pours through letter 
boxes these days, I think the quality of the Amstrad printer 
may create the wrong impression. The difficulty is, should I 
go for a daisy wheel machine or a 24 pin dot matrix? This 
could only be decided when the principle usage of the 
machine was established - whether it was to be devoted to 
the production of letters which would point toward the 
daisywheel, or whether it would be used to present 
information in graphs or diagrams - which would definitely 
mean that a dot matrix printer was required and a 24 pin one 
for maximum quality. 

"Time is money," so they say (whoever 'they' might be ). 
Therefore, any device which purports that it is going to save 
time, at least considerable chunks of it, is going to pay for 
itself eventually. So next I'd be inclined to invest in more 
memory. I upgraded my 8256 to 51 2K two years ago and 
never regretted the fifty pounds and two hours sweat it cost 
me. However, now there is the SCA 51 2K upgrade that just 
clips on the back of the computer. There's no sweat required 
to install this little gem, but there might be to find the 
hundred and forty pounds or so to buy it. 

Flippin' marvellous 

Along with this would come Flipper from Software 
Imperative. With the memory expansion this is a real time 
saver, simulating what is known among the 16 bit fraternity 
as multi-tasking. Of course, it's not actually doing more than 
one job at a time, but enables the operator to switch 
between activities without having to quit and reload software 
all the time. This would let me take a quick peek at my 
spreadsheet to be sure that I knew how much money I 
should be asking my publisher for in the letter I'm writing. 

Good quality software is essential in businesses. Cutting 
corners here could be disastrous. One firm I heard of had 
purchased a cheap database. When they had input the 
maximum number of records the system locked up and 
refused the let them retrieve anything. 

To my mind, a good database should allow me lots of 
fields and lots of records. It should be possible to change the 
fields and screen layout easily. I want to be able to hold more 
than one database on a single disc and must be able to 
output to and import from ASCII files. Oh yes, and it has to 
have a crystal clear manual that hardly needs to be referred 
to because the system is so logical. If you know to which 
system I refer, do please write and give me the name of it. 

A spreadsheet will probably serve my purposes better 
than special accounting software. This is because, if you 
haven't already noticed, I like to change my mind. I think I 
might feel rather constrained by using a system which is 
someone else's idea of how I should conduct my financial 
affairs. Again, this is a highly idiosyncratic view and not a 
recommendation for company policy. 

With the range of products now available for the PCW 
it's not a bad investment for a business at all. Perhaps I 
should start one. ■ 
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FLIPPER 2 PLUS 

and expanded 

memory: 

now you can 

have your cake 

and eat it. 



FLIPPER 2 was quite an 
unusual program. It could split 
your PCW's memory in two, let- 
ting you run LocoScript 2 in one 
half and a CP/M program in the 
other. Or it could let you load 
two CP/M programs at once, 
one in each half. It could even 
tackle tricky programs like Mini 
Office and LocoFile. Best of all it 
could FLIP you from one half to 
the other in as little as two sec- 
onds, any time you wanted. And 
it wouldn't lose your place. 

Things have changed since we 
launched FLIPPER 2. Now 
you can buy an SCA or Isenstein 
Ram add-on and double your 
PCW's memory size at a stroke. 
That's why we've brought out 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS. This still 
gives you all FLIPPER 2's 



memory-splitting power, but it 
can handle extra memory as 
well. This means that, with an 
SCA or Isenstein 51 2K add-on 
fitted, FLIPPER 2 PLUS 
can cram two (very nearly) 
full-size 8512s or 9512s into 
one machine. You'll be able to 


Please send me FLIPPER 2 PLUS for my: 

D 8512 □ 9512 J Expanded 8256 
□ I enclose a cheque/postal order for £29.95 
r I enclose my FLIPPER/FLIPPER 2 masterdisk and a 
cheque/postal order for E5.00 

(Price mcluaes UK postage end packing, and VAT. Please make all cheques payaole to Software 
Imperative. Sorry, FLIPPER does not run on an unexpended B256.) 


load all your LocoScript 2 add- 




ons and dictionaries on one 
side of the machine, and still 
have room for a hefty CP/M 
set-up on the other. With 
power like that on offer, why 
compromise? 






Mail this coupon to: Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, 
Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BA1 1HN 



FLIPPER 2 PLUS: still only £29.95. 



Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, Queen Square, Bath, Avon, 8A1 1HN, 
proprietor A.J.Wilton, tel (0225) 425315. PCW Is a trademark ol Amstrad pic. CP/M Is j 
a trademark ot Digital Research, LocoScript and LocoFile arre trademarks of 
Locomotive Software, Mini Office Is a trademark of Database Software, Isenstein Is a 
trademark of Isenstein Computer Systems. 
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..&dptf to the main point of my uniting. Do any of the staff 
at 8000 Plus or its doubtless billions of readers know of a company 
that manufactures or sells dust covers for the printer of the TCW 
9512 -with the cut sheet feeder in situ? 

I have scoured all my local computer shops and they are unable 
to come up with the goods. I have regularly examined the pages of 
8000 (Plus and do not recall ever seeing the %ST unit mentioned in the 
same sentence as dust covers. I have written to several companies and 
have either drawn a blank^or have simply been sent their unsatisfacto- 
ry standard leaflets. I have even, in desperation, turned to the pages 
of other magazines, but never again! 

I am sure that there are suitable dust covers around, so please 
would those involved let us know about them. There are, after all, 
many sheet feeders around and plenty of owners who wish to protect 
their equipment. 

I look, forward to ceremoniously discarding the tea-towel that 
I currently use. 

%gger'Hall 
'Norwich 

8000 (Plus: 9{pt knowing of any such dust cover ourselves, we've just 
spoken to 9^cl<i^{ewer at (Micheal Joyce Consultants who has told us 
that as far as he is aware no such product is as yet in existence. So, 
unless anybody knows otherwise (letters into Postscript please), don t 
shred your tea-towel just yet! 



An Alternative To The Tea Towel 

• A three piece set of covers specially desisned 
for your PCW keyboard, monitor and printer. 
Sets now available for the PCW 9512 fitted with 
cut sheet feeder. 

• Manufactured from top quality tear proof water 
resistant nylon fabric coated with tough 
polyurethane and treated with an anti static 

inhibitor. 

• Seams are stitched with strong polyester thread 
and feature colour coordinated piping. They 
do the job and they look good. 

• A matching set of covers will protect your PCW 
hardware from dust, scrapes, accidental spills 
and unauthorised use. 

• It makes sense to protect what you value. 



Please send me a set of covers for my: 

8256/8512 

9512 

951 2 with sheet feeder 



£1 1 .95 
£12.95 
£13.95 



I enclose a cheque/PO for £., 

Name 

Address 



.Postcode. 



Send to: Hamilton Business Systems 

38 Green Lane 

Hounslow 

London TW4 6JF 

Tel: 01-577 0098 Fax:01-5721481 

Note: Prices include VAT and UK postage 
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CASE IN POINT 



THE CHRONICLERS 

Sophie Lankenau goes to London to visit the offices of 

The Jewish Chronicle - one national weekly newspaper that is determined 

not to pass over the opportunity of the PCW 




it's oifiaal - 48,346 people buy The Jewish Chronicle every week 




Editor GeoHrey Paul tells us about the Kind ol monopoly you cannot play at home. 

The Jewish Chronicle survived 148 years without the 
Amstrad PCW. But the installation of a 20 strong task-force 
of both 8512s and 9512s two years ago. has proved 
without question that patience is a virtue, and the PCW a 
grace. Every week, a team of 30 editorial staff and their PCWs 
take The Jewish Chronicle, the leading title for the UK's Jewish 
community, closer to its 150th anniversary. 

This is no mean feat for either the machines or the manpower 
involved. The publication is packed with information, from the 
home, foreign and regional news pages, to a plethora of specialist 
sections including arts and culture, a youth update and book 
features to name a few. 

Approximately 50,000 copies hit the shelves of newsagents 
every Friday - at about the same time as the Chronicle team are 
in the middle of producing the next week's issue. In 1988, with the 
newspaper's resources (namely typewriters) being put under 
constant pressure by an increasing workload and an expanding 
staff, computerisation was a logical solution. Editor Geoffrey Paul 
recalls the introduction of the PCW. 

"The youngsters were ready for anything" he says, "but the 
older members of staff were more word processor resistant. The 



8512 is a very friendly machine, and easy to learn. I chose 
it instead of the 9512 because I prefer the flexibility which 
double disc drives offer. And, of course, the printer isn't so 
noisy! I also have an 8512 at home, which my 11 year old 
son has taken over to do his homework on. He learned 
how to use it overnight, and is always showing me new 
aspects of the machine which he has picked up on the 
way. There is always a fight over who gets to use it first!" 
Since the introduction of the PCW to the newspaper, 
many of the editorial staff on The Jewish Chronicle have 
also purchased their own machines, enabling them to 
work quite comfortably at home out of office hours. As 
Geoffrey Paul explained, "That is the beauty of the 
machine. If I need to work at home. I just whip the disc out 
and take it with me - it is so simple and convenient". 

Vote of confidence 

The writing staff at The Jewish Chronicle have universally 
adopted LocoScript 2 with its Spellchecker to produce the 
newspaper's text. As assistant Foreign News Editor Joe 
Millis explains, the program is ideal as a 'journalist's tool'. 
He receives the bulk of the text for the overseas news 
pages from the paper's foreign correspondents by fax - 
hand or type-written - and by electronic mail direct from 
Israel. It's then a question of booting up his PCW with 
LocoScript 2 and keying in the various contributions - 
making further changes where necessary. He then saves 
them on his working disc. In such a way is the text 
prepared for the finished page. 

Joe has produced two templates, one for each of 2^-* 



All in a week's work 

The production schedule is hectic on a weekly publication. 
Whereas the 8000 Plus team have a whole month to gather 
news, plan and write features, and insert all the typos which you 
look forward to so much, there Is little breathing space on 
The Jewish Chronicle. 

Joe Mlllls explains. "The paper goes to press on Wednesday 
evening; Thursday and Friday are "lighter days", when the 
longer pieces such as features are put together. The news pages 
are tackled on Monday and Tuesday, and then it's a mad rush 
on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning to get all the 
up to date copy in from abroad." Early on Wednesday morning, 
Sub Editor Sydney Llghtman takes finished copy to Southend, 
where the typesetters take over. It is there that the Hebrew 
characters which appear in some headings throughout the 
newspaper are inserted. 

The same evening, a rota of four people ensure a smooth 
flow of copy continues to reach Southend - either by fax or In 
person. If you're a Dallas fan, this job is not for you - Wednesday 
is always a late night for the Chronicle team. If it is a late night 
spent at the typesetters, reward sometimes comes in the shape 
of a day off on Thursday. Weekend work is avoidable for the 
most part, but as Joe Millis explains, it depends on the schedule. 
"During Passover and Easter, we still have to come in on the 
Sunday if there is work to be done. Two of us share the 
responsibility, and do a day each." 

By the time the newspaper comes out on Friday, work is well 
underway on the following week's issue. 



Let bylines be 
your lines 

Most journalists at The Jewish 
Chronicle are English Literature 
graduates. Potential employees, 
however, are unlikely to be 
Iresh tram college. A 
background in local journalism 
is desirable, and the ideal 
candidate will probably come to 
the Chronicle as a second or 
Ihird job. If you are interested in 
becoming a writer lor a 
newspaper, The National 
Council tor the Training ot 
Journalists (NCTJ) runs several 
courses to prepare potential 
hacks lot employment. For 
further details, write to: NCTJ, 
Carlton House, Hemnall Street, 
Epping. Essex, CM164NL 



Earning your 
ABC 

The Jewish Chronicle is a 
member of the Audit Bureau ol 
Circulations, who regularly 
produce official circulation 
ligures for publications all over 
the UK based on actual sales. 
The latest ABC figure lor The 
Jewish Chronicle was recorded 
for July -December 1989 at 
48.346. Over a month, the 
newspaper sells 193,384 
copies. Phew 1 
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CASE IN POINT 




Advertisement Manage' Clive Bayard is a PCW Ian who has come ou 
ol the closel. . Without the help ol his 851 2, life wou« be much harder. 



Piece of the 
action 

LocoScnpt 2 is available Irom 
Locomolive Software (0306 
740606) priced £24.95. 
Supercalc 2 is produced by 
Amsoft/Sorcim (091 567 3395) 
at a cost ol £49.95 II you were 
lucky enough to have invested 
in the April issue ol 8000 Plus, 
The Good Software Guide 
included a round-up ol the best 
games available at ihe momenl 
lor the PCW. 



the groups which contain copy 
for the newspaper. The first is 
for the front and back pages 
and the second for the inside 
pages, separated because they 
each require different type 
settings (the format of the 
printed word on the page). For 
the inside pages, the pre-set 
template instructs LocoScript to 
restrict the text to a width of 68 
characters. Once all the 
information is typed in, the 
number of lines is multiplied by 
two and divided by three; this 
produces a length in 
centimetres as a guideline for 
the page make-up which will 
later be pasted up on site. 
Without dedicated word-count 
software, this is the most 
accurate way of size judgment. 
The copy is then sent by fax 
to the typesetters in Southend. A 
'proof of the page returns which 
represents the approximate appearance of the finished 
product. At this point, any additonal changes may be made. 
After the final subbing is done, the art department at The 
Jewish Chronicle take the text and 'paste' it up in 
preparation for printing. 

Although about 98% of the in-house writing staff use 
the PCW to produce their copy, freelance contributions do 
not as yet arrive on 3" discs. The main forum for freelance 
work is in the features pages, which are put together at the 



beginning of the working week. Because this is the 
(comparatively) quiet period, there is more time available to key 
in the hard copy which is sent to the Chronicle offices. This is 
one of the more laborious tasks in the production cycle of a 
newspaper or magazine, and requires the average journalist to 
become a super-fast typist as well. 

Advertising the fact 

The newsroom is not the only place where a PCW is in use at 
The Jewish Chronicle. Deep in the heart of the building lives the 
sales department, where a hive of advertisement executives 
negotiate the daily sale of ad space for the newspaper. 

The team is led by Advertisement Manager Clive Bayard, 
who as well as being a keen collector of our sister publication, 
Amstrad Action, is reliant upon his PCW 8512 for the 
administration of his busy department. "In editorial, the PCW is 
used solely as a word processor" he explained, "but I have 
developed other applications of the machine for my work here". 
Clive uses LocoScript 2 to produce internal memos and letters. 
He also produces all his schedules with the program. "At certain 
times of the year, the production changes from the normal 
routine cycle. I have set up a template for a normal' issue. I 
punch in the dates when the schedule is set to change, and the 
PCW does the rest!" 

Another major task is the revision of advertisement rates. 
Before he had the PCW to help him, Clive carried out the task 
manually. "I would sit down with three rate bands. 200 entries, 
a pencil and a calculator, and work out all the new rates. It 
was very time-consuming." Not any more. Clive uses a 
spreadsheet to do the work these days - "I load Supercalc, 
set up a template and press a button. Bliss!" Clive's is the 
only PCW in the department, and he has produced his own 
manual in LocoScript for the system should any of his staff need 
to use the machine. 



Homing in 



^ 



Joe Minis Is 30 years old, and has 
worked at the Jewish Chronicle for 
almost three years as Assistant Foreign 
News Editor. When he joined the 
paper, he was 'in the middle' of buying 
a computer, and was persuaded by 
-'league Sidney Lightman to invest in 
Amstrad PCW 8512 - a decision 
which he has never regretted. 

Joe came to England after living 
in Israel for 15 years and gained a 
degree In Middle Eastern Studies from 
Tel Aviv University, He answered an 
advertisement in The Guardian for the 
job at The Jewish Chronicle "because I 
had wanted to be a journalist for a long 
time, and, being Jewish myself, with 
primarily Middle Eastern interests, it 
seemed Ideal". 

When the PCW was Introduced to 
the newspaper, Joe was "very pleased. 
He believes that it was chosen because 
of its availability. " and because it is simple to use and very reliable, ft is difficult to fault - but if 
I had to criticise LocoScript 2, it would be on the grounds of speed. Also, the dictionary is now 
up to 18k, packed with foreign names for people, places, politicians - it lakes ages to use. The 
brightness control on the actual screen is not as good as it could be, Having said all that 
though, Ihe advantages outweigh the disadvantages!" he remarked. 

Having a PCW at home enables Joe to keep ahead of his busy schedule by working at Ihe 
weekend if necessary - " but il also means that I can play games." he commented." I've got 
Tomahawk, Graham Gooch's Test Cricket Brian Cloughs Football Manager. " Joes wife is a 
teacher, and also uses LocoScript 2 with Spellchecker on Ihe family 8512 for producing 
management reports. The couple use the program to produce letters - the PCW is fantastic lor 
letterheads' and any general correspondence. Asked if he had considered using any of the 
home accounts packages currently available for the PCW (see pages 18 and 19), his response 
was simple. "Home accounts?" he replied, "I don't have any home accounts ". Fair enough, 



Joe Millis takes a break Irom foreign news - or is il Tomahawk? 



Technophobes unite! 

1991 sees The Jewish Chronicle's 
150th anniversary. By converting to 
the PCW for the production of the 
newspaper. Editor Geoffrey Paul has 
gone some way in conceding to the 
technical revolution. Are there any 
plans to make any further moves 
towards increased computerisation? 
"Recently we have introduced the 
Z88 - a portable computer which is 
compatible with the PCW - for the 
non office-based reporters. They go 
out and get their stories, and then 
download on to the 8512 or 9512. 
We are really only at the first stage of 
the game - we have yet to reach the 
point of direct input which would mean 
that a lot more of the production side 
of the newspaper could be done in 
house. People show me some 
publications and say 'Oh yes, this was 
produced on the Apple Macintosh.' I 
accept that a Macintosh can do more 
than a PCW, we know that, but I like 
my machine. It is versatile and easy 
for someone like me to learn. I don't 
like things to be too technical - it can 
put you off when you open a magazine 
related to a certain machine, and find 
pages of technical jargon. I think that 
you should put all the technical stuff in 
a plain brown envelope at the front of 
the magazine!" And 8000 Plus? "You 
have a monopoly on the market place. 
I'm all in favour of monopoly ..." ■ 
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9{ezu tow Prices 



include VAT 

& 1st Class 

Delivery 



^081-744-1834 

Monday - Saturday Warn ■ 6pm 
Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) 



MAY SPECIALS!! 

Maxell CF2 (3" Disc) x 10 £19.95 

Maxell CF2D (Double sided drive) x 10 £22.95 

9512 Daisywheel (Style sheet available on 

request) £5.95 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

PCW Challenge (ACE. Formula 1 , Skywar, Strip 

Poker) £11.95 

Heathrow / Southern Belle £13.95 

Catch 23 £14.95 

Mindfighter (£2*95) £14.95 

DBase II £65.95 

Apex Business language 

(Italian, French, Spanish, German) £49.95 



APRIL SPECIALS!! 



£19.95 

for 10 



CF2-3 DISCS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



10 off 30 off 

Maxell CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive £19.95 £59.50 

Maxell CF2 - D/S (individually cased) £22.95 £68.50 

Amsoft CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive ....£21 .95 £67.50 

Maxell CF2-D DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 £22.95 £68.50 

Amsoft CF2 DD D/S D/D (Individually Cased). .£39.95 £115.95 

Amstrad 3" Storage Box (10 Cap.) £5.95 

Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap) £7.95 

Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap) £9.95 

3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 



GAMES 



Hitch Hikers Guide £18.50 

Mindfighter £14.95 

Catch 23 £14.95 

Ingrid'sBack £11.95 

Clock Chess '89 £1 5.50 

Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor. £12.50 

Heathrow/Southern Belle £13.95 

Cyrus Chess II £12.95 

Fairlight II £15.50 

Batman £12.95 

Head Over Heels £12.50 

Matchday II £1 1 .95 

Scrabble £13.95 

Tomahawk £15.50 

Corruption £18.50 

Steve Davis Snooker £12.95 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15.50 

Strike Force Harrier £16.50 

Jinxter £18.50 

Trivial Pursuits £14.95 

Scapeghost £15.50 

Bridge Player 2150 Galactica.£22.95 




Guild of Thieves £18 

Slarglider £18, 

Tetris £15 

Time & Magik £11 

Ski Climb Cavern Colin £11 

Hop, Munch. Shoot Colin £11 

Classic Games 4 Comp £15 

Brian Clough's Football Fortunes. £15 

Frank Bruno's Boxing £15 

Lancelot £15 

Fish £18 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos.£18 

Gnome Rangers £11 

The Sun Cross Words V2 £15 

The Times Cross Words V1 ...£15 
The Times Cross Words V2...E15 
The Challenge, 4 games - ACE, 
Formula 1 . Skywar, Strip Poker.... 
£11 



.95 
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LOCOFILE 



Locofile 8256/8512 £22 

Locofile9512 £22 

Locomail2 £24 

Locoscript II + Locospell £27 

Locoscript II (V2.26+) 



£21 

Locofont'1 j?^ £16 

Locofont2 Jf. £12 

24 pin Printer Driver 8/9 tf". £20 

Locofile & Locomail £40 



.95 
.95 
.50 
.95 

.50 
.95 
.95 
95 

.50 
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DAAtfC Locoscript 2 PCW 8256/8512 9512. ...£9.95 

DUwIVv Locoscript, Locomail. Locospell £7.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro & Ref £9.95 

Mastering Amst PCW 8256/8512 £8.95 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) £8.50 

Using The Amstrad PCW 9512 £9.95 



APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional Plus... I 



£31 .95 



Master Scan . Paint £69.95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansyst) £22.95 

Two Finger Conversion £22.95 

Touch 'n' Go £26.95 

EasyLabeller £32.95 

Desk Top Publisher £24.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £69.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £99.95 

Sage Payroll £51 .95 

Sage Invoicing £51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Chil-Chat £88.95 



Cracker II (Turbo) 

Fleet Street Editor Plus 

Supercalc II (Amsoft) 

AMX Mouse . Slop Press v2.7 .. 

Money Manager 

Master File 8000 

Pretext 

DBase II 

Micro Design 2 .. 

Re-release "' Mini Office 
Professional Package 



...£44.95 
...£44.95 
£42 95 
...£79.95 
...£44.95 
...£44.95 
...£52.95 
...£65.95 
. £58.95 



..£27.95 
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DUST COVERS 



£9.95 



8256/8512/9512. 



Anti-static. Water-proof, Creamy, Cover Set tor Monitor, Keyboard & Printer. 



PC15512/1640(2pcs).. 
PC2286 (2pcs) 



...£11.95 
..£14.95 



PC2086(2pcs).. 
PC2386 (2pcs).. 



..£12.95 
..£15.95 



RIBBONS 



£2.85 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 



PCW 9512 Carbon Mullislrlke 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric 

PCW 951 2 Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue. Green. Brown. Purple).. 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistrike 



1+ 3+ 10* 

..£2.85 £2.75 £2.65 

..£3.75 £3.50 £2.95 



£4.95 £4.50.. 



..£3.95 



£3.75 £3.50 £3.25 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric £3.45 £3.00 £2.85 

PCW 8256/8512 Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue, Green. Brown. Purple) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

[Printer Ribbons for Star. Epson. NEC. Panasonic, Amstrad, DMP/LO. Juki M/S. Qume, 
Diablo. Brother, CanonTaxan. Man/Tally, Shinwa. Commodore) P.O.A 
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EDUCATIONAL 

(Age 12-16) 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Micro English G.C.S.E £21 50 

Micro Malhs G.C.S.E £21.50 



Magic Malhs (4-BI.... 



Maths Mania |8- 12)..... 
Better Malhs (12-161... 
Belter Spellmg(12-16) 



Business Kalian 

Business French 

Business Spanish 

Business German 
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MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW Joystick Interface £14.50 

Quickshot II Joystick £5.95 

Quickshot II Turbo £11.95 

Speed King Microswitch £10.95 

Parallel Serial Interface 

PCW8256/8512 £57.95 

Printer Cable Q25-CEN 36 £7.95 

Printer Cable CEN36-CEN38 ...£9.95 

Margin Maker MM3 £12.50 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

2 Way CEN36 Switchbox £19.95 

2 Way Serial D25 Switchbox ..£19.50 
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4 Way CEN36 Switchbox £29.95 

4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox ..£29.95 

Mouse Pad (Soft) £5.45 

Mouse Pad (Hard) £5.95 

Mouse Pad (Thick Rubber) £5.95 

Mouse Pad (Strong 

Thick Rubber) £6.95 

9512 Printer Extension 

Lead (1 .8m) £14.95 

8256/8512 Printer Extension Lead 
(2 pes) (1 .8 m) £1 9.95 



Si to Z Computer Services 

49 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4AZ 



• Quantity order discount please nng 

• Education, Govt. Authonty Official Orders welcome Min 
£50 

' Prices are for Mail Order only and subject to change 
without notice. 

• COMPUTER PRODUCTS FOR PC's. AMSTRAD. 
CPC. ATARI. AMIGA. BBC ALSO AVAILABLE. 
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GET A MOVE ON 

Richard Harris persuades the PCW and the Atari Portfolio to swap secrets 
and watches the start of a meaningful relationship 




Tho well-apparelled Alan Portl itg portable complete wilh QWERTY keyboard 



Tell somebody that you have just bought an Atari 
Portfolio, and they will probably think that you are 
someone who just likes gadgets, and that it serves no 
practical purpose whatsoever. Tell them that you use it 
for word-processing and worse still, transfer files between it 
and your PCW, and they will probably regard you as 
someone who just likes to do things the hard way. "Comms" 
is a black art to many, but with a little help it is really very 
simple to transfer files and documents from one machine to 
another. The Portfolio can play an important role in portable 
note-taking and document writing, and being of such a small 
size it is certainly more convenient than lugging your PCW 
around with you. 

The first problem I encountered when buying the Portfolio 
was that the dealer seemed reluctant to admit that data could 
be sent to a PCW, because all the Portfolio's communications 
software is set up for the parallel port. He kindly offered to let 
me swap the Portfolio for Cambridge Computers' Z88 should 
it prove impossible. I ignored him. and bought the Portfolio. 

As the Portfolio runs MS-DOS, I realised that I could 
transfer files to Atari's optional serial interface by copying the 
files to the serial interface with DOS. Then, I could use PIP 
on the PCW to accept serial cable signals and direct them to 
a file. There is, however, a much simpler alternative. 

Getting in touch 

Before using the Portfolio, you will need a serial interface for 
both the PCW and the Portfolio. The Portfolio's interface 
must be initialised each time it is plugged in, or the machine 
reset. To do this, call up "Menu. ..File Transfer.. .Initialise." 
Failure to do this, results in messages such as xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxx being sent. You have been warned! 

To copy a file to the Portfolio's serial port, type COPY 



Filename.TXT AUX: where "Filename" is the name of the 
text to be sent. Don't press return yet! The PCW is not ready 
to receive the data. Another more convenient method is to 
call up the set-up menu, and move the cursor to 'Printer'. 
Where it mentions printer type, press return. You should now 
be presented with a menu giving you the options of using a 
parallel printer, a serial printer or printing to a file. Select 
serial. When you want to transfer a file, simply load it into the 
editor and select 'Print'. The file is sent to the serial port, 
where it goes down the RS-232 cable to your PCW. 

RSVP 

To receive files on the PCW, load up CP/M, and insert side two 
of your LocoScript 2 master disc into drive A. Type MAIL232 
(9512 owners may have to hunt around for the program.) In a 
few seconds, you should be presented with the opening 
copyright message, and Mail232 will appear. As the Portfolio's 
defaults for data transfer are the same as Mail232's, you don't 
have to worry about setting up the baud rate, data stop bits, 
and so on. Instead, insert a blank, formatted disc into drive A 
and press [F3]. A window should pop up, showing Receive file 
and Send File. In the space after 'Receive file', type the name 
of the file that you wish the imported text to be saved under. It 
doesn't have to be the same name as the one it has been 
given on the Portfolio. You are now ready to port your data so 
press return on the Portfolio. 

If the transfer has been successful, the text file sent from 
the Portfolio should appear on screen. However, you need to 
tell the PCW that the file has ended, otherwise it will be 
perfectly happy to sit there until Doomsday. To do this we can 
send a 'Z' signal from the Portfolio to the PCW. The 'Z' or 
[ALT] -Z identifies the end of a file to both PCW and Portfolio. 
It is typed in LocoScript 2 by pressing [EXTRA] U 
[SPACE] Z. 

On the Portfolio, type ECHO > AUX Z. Press return. The 
PCW should whirr, and Mail232's screen should clear. A 
much easier method is simply to hit [ALT] [STOP] on the 
PCW. This does the same thing, but it's much more 
impressive the other way. Your text file should have been 
saved safely to disc. 

Pipped at the port 

Another way of capturing data on the PCW is to use PIP. 
Load CP/M. and type PIP A:Filename.TXT=AUX:[E]. This 
translates as 'Please take anything coming in through the 
serial port and put it onto drive A: as a file called 
'Filename.TXT". The [E] asks PIP to display the file on 
screen as it receives it. When using PIP, you must send a 
manual 'File over' code, for example, Z, using the procedure 
detailed above. Hitting [F1] should also have the same effect. 

You've transferred the file, but what do you do with it? 
Assuming that you want to load it into LocoScript, you should 
load up with LocoScript, press [C] to create a new document, 
and then [F1] to bring up a menu. Cursor down to Insert Text 
and the disc manager screen will appear. Put the disc with the 
file on in a disc drive, and press [F7] for disc change'. 
Highlight the filename you want to use, and press [ENTER]. 
Your Portfolio file will appear inside your LocoScript 
document. At this point, extra spaces and linefeeds can be 
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removed using 'Find and Exchange', in the same way as I've 
just swapped all the alternative spellings of the word 'disc' in 
this document to Amstrad's idiosyncratic 'disc'. 

Short cuts to success 

While tabs created using the editor of the Portfolio will appear 
as spaces in LocoScript, they won't align with tabs in 
LocoScript to match with existing ones. The simple way to 
avoid this is instead of using tabs on the Portfolio, use a 
symbol such as *T . Then, once your document is in 
LocoScript, use the Find and Exchange facility to swap all 
T s with tabs. 

It may be a good idea to turn word-wrap off before 
sending data, as the Portfolio word-wraps by putting carriage 
returns at the end of each line. These are a nuisance to 
remove once in LocoScript. Likewise, setting the Portfolio's 
screen width to about 82 characters may help, as will altering 
the Portfolio's printer margins to remove the spaces it inserts 
at the start of lines. Experiment to find out. 

Using Software Imperative's Flipper on your PCW should 
make life a lot easier, and will prevent you from 
having to reboot your machine to swap between CP/M 
and LocoScript. 

Returning the compliment 

This is also possible using Mail232. Change your document 
to an ASCII file in LocoScript 2, save it to disc and load up 
CP/M. Put the disc with Mail232 on in drive A: and type 
MAIL232. This time, type the filename to send in the Send 
Filename area. Don't press return yet. On the Portfolio, type 
COPY AUX Filename.TXT. This saves the input through the 
serial port as 'Filename.TXT'. Press return on the Portfolio, 
and then on the PCW. Hit [ALT] [STOP] on the PCW once 
more when it has finished. 

If you are going to repeat the procedure frequently, it is 
worthwhile creating a batch file to do the job faster. This 
sounds more complicated than it actually is. Create a new 
document on the Portfolio's editor, and type the following; 

@cls 

@Echo File Transfer Program. 

@if not exists %1 goto LAB 

@Copy aux %1 

:LAB 

Save this with a filename such as PORTBAT. The BAT suffix 
tells the Portfolio that the file is an executable batch file. In 
other words, this means that if you type 'PORT it goes 
through the batch file, sequentially performing all the 
commands in it, for example, copying the file specified to 
'AUX:', meaning the serial interface. If you want to transfer a 
file called "Biddle", you go to MS-DOS, and type PORT 
BIDDLE.TXT. The batch file does all the rest, saving you both 
time and effort. The transfer of text between the two 
computers may look very technical, but is very simple once 
you have attempted it. Don't be put off by appearances! 

Small is beautiful 

The Atari Portfolio may be dismissed by some as an 
expensive executive toy. In actual fact, it has an invaluable 
contribution to make in creating letters and documents 'in 
the field'. 

As well as the neat text editor, it boasts an address book 
(with auto tone dialling of your friends' telephone numbers!) a 
diary, and a Lotus 1 -2-3 compatible spreadsheet. It is also an 
(almost) fully-fledged PC, being compatible with the industry- 
standard IBM computers. Commands and programs from a 
PC can be used, allowing you to use it as a "Dynamic Book" 
and even play adventure games. The built in "card drive" is a 
quick and easy way of providing permanent storage for data. 
You can even buy a card drive for use with your PC for direct 



reading and writing to a Portfolio RAM card. I am currently 
wondering if it is possible to play the PC version of The 
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy on a Portfolio. Now that has 
promise... If anyone can tell me if it is possible, I would be 
most interested. ■ 



Wired for action 

In order to connect your Portfolio to your PCW, you will need a 25 
way 'D' plug (female) to plug into the PCW's serial interface and 
9 pin female 'D' plug (joystick type) to connect to the Portfolio's 
serial interface. The pin connections are as follows, if you wish 
to save yourself an extortionate amount of money by making 
up your own lead; 



6 and 8 together 
7 



No connection. 



Yes, pins 1 and 6 are both connected to 25 way pins 20. 




Second opinion 




Tim Smith gets to grips with the Portfolio and 
finds it small, but perfectly formed. 



Not having used an MSDOS based machine 
for some time now, the Portfolio took a few 
minutes to get used to but once the change 
from PIP to the less versatile COPY.COM had 
been made, things began looking up. The 
keyboard on the Portfolio is of the QWERTY 
persuasion with four function settings thrown 
in - ALT, CTRL, A and FN. Although it looks, at 
first glance, as If you would have to have 
fingers the size of Tom Thumb's this is not 
really the case. There is a pleasantly dicky feel 
to the touch (In fact there is a click sound 
which you can have turned on or off for effect). 
The keys are very responsive - they seem to 
work in the classic manner for portables in that 
the keypress only becomes effective once you 
have removed your finger. 

In terms of functions and features, the 
Portfolio is well catered for. Each of the built-in 
programs can be accessed by pressing the 
Atari logo key (red) followed by a letter, for 
example A +E takes you into editor mode while 
A +W takes you to the worksheet. The editor 
(small word processor and very effective too), 
the worksheet (spreadsheet to you and i), diary, 
address book, and calculator are all excellently 
implemented and come with their own menus. 
You can load and save files as well as printing 
directly from each of them with very little 
trouble at all. 

The final function is SETUP and this is 
where most of the heavy configuring of the 
system takes place. You tell the computer what 



kind of Interface you are using - it is capable 
of taking both serial (RS232) and parallel 
(Centronics) interfaces. Unhappily, at the time 
of going to press neither Atari nor their 
public relations firm could lay hands on a 
serial interface so I was unable to test the 
communications skills to the full. 

Options other than communications 
are available to you in SETUP and these 
include sounds (that key click as well as 
alarm buzzers), applications which include 
International language settings, clipboard 
saving (you are able to save up to 8k of 
information from any of the main functions 
automatically by toggling this on) and printer 
settings are also available. None of these are 
over complicated and the whole thing has a 
good, clean and powerful feel to it. 

Being the hard taskmaster that I am, I did 
go looking for problems with the Portfolio and 
through all this negative effort, found none to 
mention. You must relate everything to the size 
of the machine and in so doing you will find 
that you have a strong computer which is truly 
portable and very powerful. 

The Editor option Is very impressive and 
with the possibility of adding extra RAM by 
way of add-on cards you could probably sit 
in the back garden writing the novel or 
spreading the sheet and actually enjoy 
yourself. In conclusion, the Atari Portfolio is 
definitely worth looking at and will make a good 
friend to your PCW. 
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PUTTHAT MANUAL 
DOWN- 

AND LISTEN! 

If you want to master a new computer or 
I program, but don't have time to waste or 
money to burn, a Reeltime Audio-disc training 
course will teach you in a fraction of the time. 
Justswitch on your computer and play the tapes 
your tutor will talk you through the course in a 
series of easy-to-follow exercises. 
Learn at your own speed on your own computer - 
and take as much time as you need! 




AMSTRAD COURSES 

Amstrad CPCS12B £29.95 

PCW 9512-Loco 2 £29.95 

PCWB256-LOCO I £29.95 

PCWB256LOC0 2 £29.95 

CP/U Computing £29.95 

Sinclair PC200 £29.95 

Amstrad 1640 £29.95 

Amstrad 1640 Extended £49.95 

Amstrad PPC Portable £29.95 

Amstrad PC2000 £49.95 

Supercalc 3 (&4) £29.95 

Wordstar Express C29. 95 



Supercalc (CPC&PCW) £29.95 
GENERAL COURSES 

IBM PC/AT Extended £49.95 

Desktop Publishing £49.95 

Wordstar Prol 3. 3 £29. 95 

dBase? £29.95 

Timeworks Publisher £29.95 

Acorn RISC OS t DTP (Eittrrltd) £49.95 

Ventura Publbher V2 £49.95 

Word Ported 5 £49. 95 

Wordstar 5/5.5 £49.95 

Supercalc 5 £49.95 

Mini Ollice Prolessional £29. 95 



&eu<trvi& 



All courses available by return. All prices include 

P+P but exclude VAT. Send your cheque to: 

Headline Communication Ltd.. 

POBox22, Hereford HR48UW 

■"^ or phone 0602 603623 quoting your 
-*- 3 Access or Visa number. 

137 W«ttdtf« Lan«. Mappefey. Nollngham. NG3 6DH 




ATTENTION 
AMSTRAD USERS 

BBD Professional Dust Covers offer an 

exclusive range of stylish, 

top quality protective covers for your 

computing equipment 

Manufactured from top quality washable nylon, BBD Dust 
Covers have stylish, contrasting piping on all seams. 



• NON-FADE 

• NON-SHRINK 

• NON-CRACK 

• MACHINE WASHABLE 



• EASY IRON 

• FLAME-RETARDANT FINISH 

• ANTI-STATIC TREATED 

• FULLY GUARANTEED 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256'8512: £11.95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 

AMSTRAD PCW 9512: E13.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

(COST INCLUDES VAT AND P&P) 



A wide range of printer covers 
is also available, at prices 
starting (rom ONLY £5.00' 

Money-back guarantee II not 
completely satisfied! 




DEPT 32 
D \J 5T The Standish Centre, 

Cross Street, »^_ 

COVERS standish E-J 

Wigan. __ 

WN6 0HO 



TEL: 0257 425839 EXT. NO. 32 
FAX: 0257 423909 

Personal Callers and Dealers Enquiries Welcome 






COMPUTER 
SERVICES 



DEPT 8, 32 Granville Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH5 2AH 



All prices INCLUDE DELIVERY - 

Just add VAT at 15%.Cheque/PO's with order or phone 

using our credit card hotline. All orders despatched same 

day whenever possible. 



ffi 




1(0202) 431762 

4# fUt&vi ctotXtiw* pdtceA- 



i RIBBONS 


1 








For the PCW... 










loff 


2off 


5off 


Fabric 


£ 


£ 


£ 


8256/8512 std. life 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


8256/8512 extra life 


4.30 


7.78 


17.35 


9512 std. life 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


9512 extra life 


4.30 


7.78 


17.35 


Fabric colours (red. 


brown, green, blue) 




8256/8512 


4.30 


7.78 


17.35 


9512 


4.30 


7.78 


17.35 


Multistrike 








8256/8512 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


9512 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


Also.... 








Citizen 120D 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


Epson LX80/86 


2.47 


4.70 


11.11 


Epson FX/MX/RX 80 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


StarLCIO 


3.44 


6.48 


14,74 


StarLC24-10 


3.50 


6.65 


15.75 




any more. 












We have ribbons for 1000's 


of printers - 




if yours isn't listed, give us a call! 







AND ALSO 



I Printer Stand 8.65 

I Copy Holder 9.90 

I Monitor Fillers ....from 11.65 



£ 

Mouse Pad 4.30 I 

3" drive cleaner 3.43 [ 

Ribbon Refresh 7.78 L 

Envelopes P.O. A I 



DISKS 




3" MAXELL CF2 10 for just 
£18.99 5 for £9.99 



3" DISK STORAGE 
BOXES 



■Quality loekable boxes £ 

|30 capacity 8.48 

160 capacity 10.96 



CONTINUOUS 
PAPER 



DUST COVERS 



■ Smart, anti-static and machine 

■ washable • top quality. X, 

18256/8512 10.39 

19512 12.13 




Top quality wood free micro 


perfs 1 j 




500 


1000 


2000 1 


11x9.5 


£ 


£ 


£ 1 


60gsm 


7.60 


11.20 


15.60 I 


70gsm 


8.20 


12.30 


16.81 1 


80gsm 


8.80 


12.60 


18.38 I 


90gsm 

2 fen NCR 


9.10 


12.75 


19.20 ■ 


14,20 


20.13 




11.66i 9.25 (A4 Size) 






70gsm 


9.30 


12.70 


18.84 1 


80gsm 


10.80 


13.60 


22.27 ■ 


90gsm 


11.30 


14.64 


23.27 ■ 


2 Part NCR 


18.50 


30.90 





COMPUTER 
LABELS 



JAvery brand - the best! 

1000 2000 

£ £ 

1 1 ACROSS 

2 \ x <5/ 16 4.05 6.96 I 

2 3/ 4 X 1 '/, 6 4.93 8.48 

3 '/;> X '5-, 6 4.33 7.39 

3 '/ 2 X 1 7,, 8 5.37 9.52 

3 '' 2 X 1'5, 16 7.79 12.96 

4 x '5/, 6 5.09 7.78 

4 x 1?/ 16 6.09 9.96 

[4 x 1'5/ 16 7.80 13.09 

2 ACROSS 

2 3m x '5/i6 3.73 6.39 | 

| 2 3,4 x 1 7 /i6 4.51 7.61 

3 '« X '5/16 4.15 7.13 | 

I 3 'a x 1 ?/i6 5.37 9.52 

3'ex 1'5,ie 7.79 12.96 

4 x ,5 ;i6 5.19 8.04 

4 x 1 7 /ie 6.09 9.96 

I 4 X 1 '5,i6 7.65 12.78 | 

|3 ACROSS 
2 3,4 x '5„ 6 3. 51 6 .23 | 

2 3,4 x 1 7,16 4.39 7.51 

3 '/2 X ,5 'i6 3.69 6.36 I 

I 3 '/2 x 1 7, 16 4.87 8.48 

3 'a x 1'5,i6 6.73 11.46 

4 x '5,i6 4.71 7. 13 

4 X 17,i6 5.69 9.66 

4 x 1'5,i6 7.51 12.68 



24 PIN PRINTERS 




One of the main selling factors of the Amstrad PCW 
range is the fact that both the 8000 series and 9512 
come with printers which are ready to use. You don't 
have to configure them, change DIP (Dual In-line 
Package) switches or work out the difference between 
Centronics and Parallel ports (there is none). Once you have 
become more adept at your PCWing, you will find one of two 
things happening ... 

Power and glory 

Either you or your machine will begin to get worn out. You will 
get tired of the sloth of the dot matrix printer or the lack of 
graphics with the 9512s daisywheel, you will grow weary of 
the blotchy characters which emerge from the 8000 machines 
and you will nod off (wherever possible) rather than suffer the 
clanking of the daisy. 

You have many options available to you in the form of 9 
pin dot matrix printers (such as the renowned Star LC-10). 
But if you really wanted to produce some impressive printouts 

STAR LC24-10 

£343.85 • Star • 0494 471111 

The LC10-24 is a gentleperson among printers and elder 
comrade to the 9-pin LC-10. already much beloved by many 
PCW users for its ease of use and versatility. The 24 pin 
version is no slouch either. Coming in at a reasonable size 
for the desktop (8000 owners will have to forget the days of 
putting their printer on top of their PCWs with all of these 
printers except maybe the Brother), it is both Epson and 
IBM Proprinter compatible and is quite capable of 
downloading characters produced by your software. 

Again, like all of the other printers reviewed here, the 
Star connects to your PCW by way of the parallel port. To 
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The graphics and text output from the Star LC24-10 using Micro Design II 



you should take a look at the 24 pin printer end of the market. 
The five printers reviewed here cost around £500 or under 
and most are said to have a life of at least 50 million dots 
ahead of them. If, for some strange reason, you are thinking 
of moving on to some other machine then there is no reason 
why one of these printers shouldn't go with you. 

LocoEmotion 

While all of these printers will run quite happily from Protext, 
Micro Design, Mallard BASIC and the CP/M command line, 
life gets complicated if you want to make use of LocoScript 
and its many character sets. If you want to use LocoScript 1 
you can forget it. If you use any version of LocoScript below 
2.20 then you will need to upgrade. That is no problem 
because if you invest in the Locomotive 24-pin drivers disc 
(£24.95 from Locomotive on 0306 740606) and maybe a 
LocoFont 24 pin disc (same address, same people) you also 
get an upgrade to the latest version of LocoScript thrown in - 
version 2.29 looks like the latest to us. ■ 

achieve any connection, 
you will need a parallel 
cable with two male heads 
and an interface. The Star 
produces clear output which 
really will put your old 9 pin 
to shame. Paper loading is 
done from the back of the 
printer and is as easy as 
pie. The one bug-bear is 
the DIP switches which are 
too small and difficult to get 
at, hidden as they are at the 
front of the machine 
beneath its plastic cover. 

Setting up the Star to run under LocoScript 2 was 
simple enough. A printer driver was ready and waiting. The 
manual (and this is important for PCW users who are used 
to controlling their printer from the software), is clearly laid 
out and contains everything you need from basic to 
technical details. The Star also has a small port below the 
control panel for additional cards of fonts or RAM. ■ 



STAR LC24-10 



EASE OF USE 4/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 
DOCUMENTATION 4/5 PCW COMPATIBLE 5/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 18/20 



Be supportive 

As you will see from the 
reviews themselves, not all 
the printers are fully 

supported by Locomotive 
primer drivers. In laci lour out 
ol the live lack any driver 
specific to Ihem. This is not 
the end ol the work) however, 
as the standard 24 pin driver 
is capable ol handling all ot 
them except the AEG 
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24 PIN PRINTERS 




PANASONIC KX-P1 124 

£458.85 • Panasonic • 0344 853551 

Another of those computer peripherals with evocative 
names, the KX-P1124 comes from a worthy and reliable 
stable. It's a rather boxy looking piece of equipment with a 

front panel which might 
quicken the hearts of some 
of our less adventurous 
readers. 

The reason for the 
battery of buttons (or rather 
soft plastic panels) is that 
Panasonic does not make 
any use of conventional 
DIP switches to configure it 
for your use. Normally, if 
you wanted to choose an 
international character set 
(such as French) or a 
default font or even if you 
wanted to disable 
automatic line feeds or 
enable a cut sheet feeder, 
you would have to play around with the switches. With the 
Panasonic, you have to play around with the buttons. 

Unhappily, the explanatory text which is supposed to 
lead you through the procedure is not as clear as it could be 
and an element of trial and error is required. This initial 
configuration of a printer is important when using LocoScript 
which prefers no fancy bits and pieces to be switched on. 

Another interesting feature of this printer is the fact that 
paper is loaded from the front, below the control panel. The 
way we normally carry out these reviews is not to look at the 

AEG OLYMPIA NP 136-24 

£687.70 • AEG • 0753 630111 

There's always one isn't there? One which just sticks out 
from the crowd - and this is it. The AEG is huge, clumsy and 
the most expensive of the printers we have reviewed. In fact 

trying to find a redeeming 
point about this printer has 
proved to be the most 
enthralling part of this 
particular review. 

The print quality of the 
AEG is appreciably of less 
quality and definition than 
any of its rivals in this test - 
in fact when it came to the 
Micro Design II test, the 
PCW's own printer did a 
better job. The print which 
emerged from the AEG was 
ridden with lines. For those 
of our readers who have no 
interest in graphics, the pin 
mpressions on text were 
blatantly apparent giving a 
rather amateurish feel to the whole affair. 

Paper is loaded into the massive carriage of the AEG in 
the normal push down manner. Both a tractor feed (for 
continuous paper) and a cut sheet guide are included and 
as one point in its favour, paper is easy to load. 

The front control panel makes use of an informative 
LCD which shows, at a glance, the state of any set-up you 
may have programmed in. It is a shame that the print quality 
is so appalling because this control panel was the most 




manual for the first half hour in order to see just how 
intuitive the machines are - this paper loading process had 
us looking all over the place. Still, once you're used to it 
there is no real difference between front loading and back 
loading, they all get the paper to the bail bar. 

Print quality, which is the main thing, was acceptable, 
nothing too flashy. The graphics were clear and the text 
produced from Protext was visibly clearer and more 
professional than that which we had previously been able to 
produce with the 9 pin. All in all, the KX-P1124 looks like a 
sturdy and reliable machine. ■ 



PANASONIC KX-P1 1 24 



EASE OF USE 3/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 
DOCUMENTATION 3/5 PCW COMPATIBLE 4/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 14/20 
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The Panasonic can prim graphics and texl with equal clarity 



straightforward and simple to handle of any of the printers. 
It also meant there was no playing around with DIP 
switches in order to configure the printer to your needs. All 
of the formatting functions are carried out from this panel. 
Another point to note is that this printer comes with a 
small port at the front left into which additional font 
cartridges can be fitted as and when you require them. 
Because LocoScript does not support the AEG NP1 36-24, 
this ability to incorporate new fonts could be a boon to 
anyone wishing to produce fancy text using Protext or other 
word processors. ■ 



AEG OLYMPIA NP 136-24 



EASE OF USE 3/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 2/5 
DOCUMENTATION 2/5 PCW COMPATIBLE 2/! 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 9/20 
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24 PIN PRINTERS 



EPSON LQ-550 

£458.85 • Epson t 



0442 61144 



Epson are seen as the standard by which other printers are 
judged. When buying a printer for your PCW, you are 
always told to make sure that it is Epson compatible so that 
is one problem you are not going to have with this one. 

In design, the LQ-550 is fairly compact with curves 
rather than lines. The control panel is on the left hand side, 
towards the front. It is clear enough and comprises a 
number of dicky plastic buttons which set font usage, the 
loading and ejecting of paper and other work-a-day details. 

Unlike the AEG, for example, DIP switches are in use 
and they are to be found just behind the main control panel, 
tucked away under a hatch. There are two ranks of these 
which control the international character sets, whether or not 
you require automatic line feeds and other basic set-up 
options. No problems were found in setting them or using 
the controls, in fact using the Epson was a breeze. 
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Yet more professional looking printouts * this time from the Epson LQ-550 



BROTHER M-1224L 

£419.75 • Brother • 061 3306531 

The Brother was far and away the most compact of all the 
printers reviewed here. It takes up no less desk space than 
the PCW's packaged 9 pin and is fairly quiet and 
unassuming. For a budget 24 pin printer it would probably 
be first choice in terms of price and this is reflected in its 
range of features which are limited. 

These limits, however, do not detract from the overall 
usefulness of the machine which quite adequately dealt with 
any task we flung its way. The control panel is sparse of 
buttons - which means that the inevitable DIP switches (at 
the back of the printer near the parallel port) have to be 
used to choose character sets, download character options 
and the rest of the basic details. 

The Brother only actually comes with a single font which 
is Prestige; this can be condensed, letter quality (LQ) or 
draft. This means that the character download option is 
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The Brother might be small but it packs a good, dean punch 




The LQ-550 also comes 
with the ability to upgrade 
its interfacing ability which 
may well pay you 
dividends in the future. You 
can fit several types of 
serial interface as well as 
co-axial interfaces. 

Although the Epson 
comes complete with three 
fonts (Epson Roman, Sans 
Serif and Draft) as well as 
an option to condense text, 
there is also the ability to fit 
additional font modules into 
a slot at the back of the machine. 

Again, this will prove a real boon to those people who 
don't use LocoScript and so don't have access to that 
software's many character sets. 

LocoScript 2 compatibility is achieved with little bother 
using the standard LocoScript 24 pin printer driver. The 
quality of output from LocoScript, Protext and even straight 
from the CP/M command line was excellent. 

The only caveat we would have is that the ribbon is 
stupidly difficult to fit, you have to force it down between 
print-head and platen with a pen or pencil. This is indeed a 
small quibble and the Epson is thoroughly recommended. I 



EPSON LQ-550 



EASE OF USE 4/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 
DOCUMENTATION 5/5 PCW COMPATIBLE 5/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 18/20 



really the most useful if you 
wish to get anything fancy 
from it. In fact, when you 
buy a Brother, what you get 
is a very basic printer which 
is the nearest thing to the 
PCW's built-in 9 pin you 
could hope for, but with 24 
pin output. 

Both text and graphics 
are of acceptable quality, 
and although there is 
nothing in between the 
printhead and the outside 
world, the noise levels are 
no greater than those you 
might expect from your own printer. One strange factor, 
however, is the lack of bail bar. Paper is fed in like a 
typewriter from the top and it is up to the platen to keep 
everything in place. It must be said that there was no 
problem with this set-up at all, the paper scrolled smoothly 
enough and printing was unencumbered by this. 

An irritation is the platen knob on the left hand side. All 
a platen knob does is to feed the paper round the rolling-pin 
platen and the Brother's is so flush to the machine that you 
have to have tiny, but very strong fingers to make any use 
of it. Aside from this, the Brother carried out its duties with 
great aplomb and few worries. ■ 



BROTHER M-1224L 



EASE OF USE 4/5 RANGE OF FEATURES 3/5 
DOCUMENTATION 5/5 PCW COMPATIBLE 4/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 16/20 
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ON TEST 



MICE WORK 

Two reviews in one. Tim Smith puts the new Kempston mouse through its 

paces with HTB's PCWDRAW upgrade 



Details, details 

One ol the mosl useful 
functions ol PCWdraw is the 
Detail This actually means 
that you can save up to 40 
commands to a file. 

In the old version you 
were not given the opportunity 
to edit details Now you get a 
whole sub-program for this 
purpose. DETEDIT allows 
you to create drawings without 
putting mouse to screen. It is 
simple to use and has its own 
accompanying manual. 



KEMPSTON MOUSE 

£69.95 • Kempston • 0234 855666 

PCWDRAW 

£39.95 • HTB Computers Ltd • 0794 56279 

In July 1989 we reviewed 
HTB Computers' 
PCWDRAW draughting 
package. Although we liked 
it, we also had a few 
caveats; for example, it 
would not support mice or 
lightpens. This has been 
cleared up and PCWDRAW 
now supports both the 
AMX and new Kempston 
mice. PCWDRAW, version 
2 and the Kempston mouse 
are both reviewed below. 
The new mouse is a far 
more streamlined creature 
than its boxy forebear. It makes use of a grey interface 
(with a 9 pin socket for the mouse lead) which fits to the 
expansion port at the back of your PCW. 

The mouse is a two button unit, the left button being 
used to execute commands while the right cancels them. 
Simple enough. It fits snugly in the hand with no straight 
edges or corners to make long hours of drawing a pain in 
the palm. The feel is light and the only problem we had with 
it was a slight stickiness with the right hand button. This 
cleared up after a few healthy prods with the finger and the 
mouse finished the test in smooth and easy style. 

Drawing on experience 

While PCWDRAW now supports the Kempston mouse, you 
can also manipulate the cursor in two other ways: by using 
the cursor keys (this is excellent for close-in work such as 
when using the Zoom facility) and also by way of numeric 
input from the keyboard - this becomes useful for quick 
scaling and detailed planning work. The 'working surface' 




of the package takes up three-quarters of the screen with a 
panel running along the bottom containing details of pixel mode 
(all pixels on, all pixels off, pixels on are switched to off and vice 
versa), line thickness and line styles. This panel also shows 
which input mode you have decided to use: cursor, mouse or 
numeric. The numeric co-ordinates are also shown here as is 
the current command (F for fill, T for Trace, Z for Zoom, S for 
Save and so on). 

Most of the control is achieved by use of 'hidden commands' 
(this idea that commands should be hidden rankles a little but a 
point in their favour is that you can't clear all your work from the 
screen without really trying - hidden commands need you to 
press [ALT] and a letter key). These hidden commands actually 
do the job of altering modes, lines and pixels. 

The working surface itself comes in the form of a grid. For 
plain drawing this gives you ample room to overview sketches 
and detailed work. The Zoom screen has been improved in two 
essential ways - you can now save it as a file unto itself and you 
can also print it out. This means that you can produce drawings 
to pixel accuracy. A problem with this Zoom screen when using 
the mouse is that the cursor will not stand still. Frankly it flutters 
around too much, making any Zoomed changes a near 
impossibility using the mouse method. 

Rodent's, the Kiss 

The new mouse, it must be said, is a vast improvement on the 
previous exhibit. It is light and handles well. Coming from 
Naksha, who are the actual manufacturers, it is blessed with an 
excellent pedigree. There really is no competition for it at the 
present time. PCWDRAW is still easy to use and the 
improvements to Zoom screens and detail editing raise it up from 
the adequate to the extremely useful for draughtspeople 
everywhere. The software's interface with the mouse could be 
improved, for example in the Zoom screen, but generally the 
upgrade has worked a treat with both products. Indeed the 
combination of the two produced a very strong package indeed.! 

THE KEMPSTON MOUSE 

Pluses 

A Light in the hand 

A Supports other software 

A Excellent overall design 
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The picture on the left shows a section from the full screen drafting editor of PCWdraw; notice the word 
January' at the top (middle) of the screen. The picture on the right shows the Zoom screen used for pixel 
detailed work. Now note the Ja' at the top (right) of the screen. The Zoom cursor is the blip beneath the 'a' 




Minuses 

▼ Right button slightly 
sluggish to begin w 



RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 EASE OF USE 5/5 

PERFORMANCE 4/5 SOFTWARE SUPPORT 5/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 19/20 

PCW DRAW 



Pluses 

A Zoom functions for close work 
A Detail editing included 
a Large working screen 




Minuses 

▼ Mouse could be more 
fully Implemented 

T Rather scatty 
documentation 



RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 4/5 PERFORMANCE 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 16/20 
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Ansiblelndex PLUS 
The classic Locoscript indexer is 
easier to use than ever before, and 
even more powerful. Ansiblelndex 
PLUS will index from your 
Locoscript documents: 

* Words, phrases and Inverted phrases 

* Headings and sub-headings 

* Themes and sub-themes 

* Choice of automatic alphabet sorting 

* Cross-references 



We include AnsibleCheck ... the fast Locoscript word counter. 
Will count a whole document, several of them in one go ... or 
just a short section of text. (Also available separately: £19.95.) 
And the dreaded Grease is as galling as ever 
Price: £34.95 

We also supply A.I.Q. ... the UNIQUE random text program, 
with results that are (always) uncannily lifelike and (usually) 
funny. Nothing else on the Amstrad PCW can compare with this! 
Price: £29.95 

Request our info sheet for more details. All Ansible software 
comes with a manual written in plain English. The prices 
shown include VAT. postage and after-sales support. No extras'. 

N.B. When ordering, please tell us which PCW model you use. 

ANSIBLE INFORMATION 

94 London Road 

Reading Berkshire, RG1 5AU, England 

TEL: 0672 62576 



SALE NOW ON 



3" CF2 DISCS FROM 
£1.70 each DELIVERED 

(INC VAT NOTHING MORE TO PAY) 1 



.- 



Quantity 


5 


10 


20 


50 


100 


Unbranded 3" 


£9.95 


£17.99 


£35.50 


£87.50 


£170.00 


Maxell/Panasonic CF2 3" 


£10.95 


£18.95 


£37.75 


£94.00 


£185.00 


Rlgld Plastic Library Cases 


£2.50 


£4.95 


£9.45 


£21.95 


£39.95 


Individually cased CF2 


£13.95 


£22.45 


Ml. 00 


£106.95 


£209.00 



All Discs Gutircuitrect 

3 n DISC DRIVE HEAD CLEANING KIT £4.95/QUAJJ1Y DISC BOX £735/RIBBONS £3.95 



J^/jIkJ'T THROW AWAY YOUR USED FABRIC PRINTER RIBBONS 
wm\J m% I - RE-INK THEM FOR 95p EACH or £3.25 PER 2 ■ 



SAE For 

FREE 
Catalogue 



ONLY £4.45 PER DISC 
PRICE INCLUDES A 
NEW 3" CF2 DISC * 



PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE, 70 DISCS IN LIBRARY 



G/101 PRINTMASTER: Design and prtnl 
Greeting Cards. Calendars. Signs. 
Letterheads and Stationery. Banners. 
B/104 KEITH SIMONS COLLECTION: 
Over 25 useful programs, educational, 
business and entertainment, utilities. 
GA/102 GAMES COLLECTION: Well 
over a dozen entertaining games: 
Battleships. Hangman. Flvrace. 
MaslerMlnd. Solitaire and many more. 
U/llO DISKEDIT: fully featured disc 



sector editor and utilities and more! 

U/107 PCW-DESKTOP: Calculator. 

memo pad. appointments calendar, 

database, home accounts and label 

printer. All menu driven. 

G/ 104 DIGI-PICS: An excellent selection 

of 'ready made' pics for Importing Into 

your DTP software. State which program 

vou use. 

G/I06 STOP PRESS GRAPHICS: 122 

ready to use pictures 



PLUS PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES. UTILITIES. DATABASES. ASSEMULEKS. GRAPHICS. 
BASIC PROGRAMS. GAMES. COMMUNICATIONS. TUTORIALS ft HOLY BIBLE. 



DISC FORMAT TRANSLATION SERVICE 
in- m /.!•■ m/M M^.ims; oni y v<\ 'lis / 



LASER PRINTING FROM 25p ptr PAGE COMPLETE APPLE/MAC DESKTOP PUBLISHING SERVICE 

PCW-World User Group 

COTSWOLD HOUSE. CRADLEY HEATH. WARLEY 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 7NF 

call 0384 66269 anytime m 

■For ortlni under £50 odd £1.50 pontage & packing E&OE L^^jg 





Always Remember We Were First! 

Original medically orientated programs to inform - help & advise whenever needed - now or in years to 
come. A truly great selection of topics - chosen to provide something of great interest for everyone. 




C-A.S.E. (Computerized Automatic Symptom Evaluation) is an ASTOUNDING 
program to use somewhat as you would a 'Home Medical Adviser' book. The 
DIFFERENCE is that with CASE, you enter the 'SYMPTOMS' to which the 'PROGRAM' 
will MATCH A DISEASE SPURIOUS SYMPTOMS ENTERED ARE IGNORED! CASE 15 
programmed for 90 diseases - 20 tests are given so you can check the Programming 
efficiency. CASE, will ALWAYS ADVISE in a SENSIBLE & REASONABLE MANNER It 
is NOT INTENDED TO - NOR WILL IT - replace the skills of your G P CASE can be 
thought of (just as you would a 'Home Medical Adviser' Book) as an EARLY 
WARNING SYSTEM" With every C A S.E. purchased comes THE MARVELLOUS 
MICRO-MEDIC GAME (worth £20) ABSOLUTELY FREE! This complete (double) 
package is both extremely useful and entertaining and costs £50.00 




THE MARVELLOUS MICRO-MEDIC GAME This game was originally designed to 
give away free with C A.S.E. (it makes a very useful learning aid) but WE SOON SAW 
ITS POTENTIAL to become a CULT GAME for those medically inclined. It caters for 
up to SIX PLAYERS A disease (one of 60) is displayed and three consecutive sets of 
symptoms are shown. Only ONE set matches the DISEASE The player (whose 
name and score are displayed chooses and receives a score - plus a Bonus 
Question for a correct answer At the games end amusing Winner and Booby pnzes 
are suggested!! It will certainly be an AFTER DINNER ICE BREAKERS The Marvellous 
Micro-Medic Game costs £20.00 












FRANKLY SEX (double) A very explicit and informative ADULT ONLY program (in 
three parts) written in a plain DOWN TO EARTH manner. It ANSWERS those 
QUESTIONS you would like to ask about AIL aspects of HETEROSEXUAL SEX This 
EXCEPTIONAL discourse is in NO WAY PORNOGRAPHIC or DISTASTEFUL - BUT to run 
it needs THREE PASSWORDS (which you can choose) It is best described as 
FRANKLY SEX. Please state 'over 18' when ordering this program On the reverse 
side of this disc are FIVE SEPARATE PROGRAMS (under the one title 'CASE 
SUPPLEMENT TWO') You could well think that EACH is worth what we charge for 
them ALL. Each WELL covers a subject of GENERAL INTEREST in a NON-TECHNICAL 
easy to understand fashion They will provide a source of USEFUL REFERENCE for 
years to come. The subjects are "FIRST AID (& MORE)" - "GIVING UP SMOKING" - 
"ALL ABOUT HERBS" - "MINERAL NEEDS & CHOLESTEROL LEVELS" - "JUST FOR 
WOMEN' This Double Programmed Discs costs £35.00 










AUTO-CONVERSIONS This program offers 19 DIFFERENT CONVERSION TITLES - 
From Apothecaries Measures & Impenal Lengths to Shirt Collar Sizes & Zodiac Signs, 
Birth Stones etc. These main titles are Sub-Divided to provide A VERY 
COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM offering some very unusual conversions indeed - how 
many inches was the (now obsolete) nail' At the price we are asking this has GOT 
TO BE GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY Auto-Conversions can be yours as a GIFT 
(see below) or can be purchased. Costs £15.00 












DIET MENU MAKER & CALORIE VALUES (double) This program has the ability to 
produce thousands of different FULL WEEKS MENUS for those wishing to diet. 
VEGETARIANS and NON PORK EATERS are catered for - also a choice of 1000 or 
1500 cals per day - plus the facility to use substitute foods. A comprehensive list of 
the Calorific Values of food is available also Printouts and Screen Viewing We will 
grant purchasers the nght to SELL (or GIVE TO DIET CLUB MEMBERS) these menus on 
payment of a small royalty. Applications for this dispensation MUST be made m 
WRITING within 90 days of purchasing the program. The usefulness of this program 
is TOO OBVIOUS for us to mention. On the reverse side of this disc are FIVE 
SEPARATE PROGRAMS (under the one title C.A.S.E SUPPLEMENT ONE') and all we 
say about the previous five programs also apply to these programs which have the 
titles 'HOME NURSING" • "DRUG S ALCOHOL ABUSE' - •HYPNOTISM" - 'TEENAGERS 
& JUVENILES" - "DISEASE TIMES E NUMBERS VITAMINS" This Double 
Programmed Disc costs £45.00. 














DIET MENU MAKER & CALORIE VALUES (single) Is exactly as on the (double) 
disc but without the C.A.S.E. supplement Costs £30.00 
FRANKLY SEX (single) Is exactly as on the (double) disc but without the 
C.A.S.E. supplement Costs £20.00 
CA.S.E. SUPPLEMENT ONE (single) Is exactly as on the DIET MENU MAKER & 
CALORIE VALUES (double) disc but without the DIET Program Costs £20.00 
C.A.S.E. SUPPLEMENT TWO (single) Is exactly as on the FRANKLY SEX 
(double) disc but without the FRANKLY SEX Program Costs £20.00 




Y0u can save money by buying a (double) program disc - BUT - you Our policy is to save you 
can SAVE EVEN MORE by purchasing the COMPLETE SUITE OF THE HOUSE ■ These savings are 
THREE (double) DISCS Send ONLY C1S0 fa the suite of three or EXCELLENT PROGRAMS ■ PK 
pay full price of £130 and get the AUTO-CONVERSION PROGRAM CLEARiy - It is used as the re 
ABSOLUTELY FREEI Send Cheques or PO's to:- 


money by 
reflected 
ase write y 
turn label 


D '^S, A il-«™™£ North Micro-laboratories 

n the LOW PRICES OF OUR CNR H H|GH Smn Now(ln< NouoiK PE38 OBL 
our name and address VERY M p r0$rdms dre f or KW89S6, KW85 19 Oi PCWS 13 
dndpnees shown are all you pay 



ON TEST 



CALL MY BLUFF 

Pete Gerrard wishes that he was Frank Muir when it comes to Nounsense 



NOUNSENSE 

£16.95 •IMC Software 



0604 54814 



You have to admire any company that is still willing to come up 
with something different in the way of entertainment for the PCW. 
Admire, that is, until the program that is intended to be supplying 
that entertainment repeatedly crashes and leaves you wondering 
whether £16.95 couldn't have been better spent somewhere else. 

In the local bookshop 



It's as easy as one, two. .er.. five? 



W£rLnnAA£:\ 




Equally we awe at the owning screen Bom PETE and FRED are suffering from inconsistent files 
3no so a iimo wyer nas to say HELLO to the program so that you can have something to look at' 



LETTER nPENER\ 




Aimougn FRED managed to gel as far as letter number five oetore Ihe program crashed on hm. 
HELLO has only just slated out and has yel lo get beyond the hsl letter Let's see whal it looks like 



Mftb -%Vtli 8: Its li 6ft, B&ttSW* die. 



Sitordj) •ornin;. Oil on holiday lo Scotland 1 III! ind I lud thought 
of ooing by tl R « I L J but in tht rod docidod to drivr op. First 
Omk, ' "lilt to U* Im centre. Sill lud notieod Hut om of tht 
turei hid iltttst no 112 1 1 1.S 1 • I I lino off on t low journey on 
hold tores ms not soMttmo w finciod 1 But >lut 

»'" lm« to «t mi, w didn't bothor to ring round tor 

oncei - soMthmo » instantly rM 1 1 « I T lied' I think 

Mthinies m timet to IS libit >eo>le like ■ 

coaino. Ihe bill us fnghtenme and Bill hs IS I t II f N I ud. I 
told hi" to cilo dam. "Jon't let [7 |." I H ,g\ 

"look." wid Bill "ue've oot i leoituute II C I t 5 I ).' 



So>t* ol the missing gaps have been lined m by HELLO and as you can see horn the snlfi one 

RAVEN U s noi Ire soeltng o' the *ord thai counts iusl its p'onunoatcn A good flea to a game 

but suhenng from liaweo programming 



buying a good dictionary, 
for instance. 

Words are the basis 
of Nounsense, and the 
idea behind the game is 
a good one. A married 
couple called Sue and 
Bill French are on 
holiday in Scotland. 
Every day, Sue French 
writes a letter describing 
their activities to her 
sister-in-law Bernice. 
Hence the full title of the 
game, Nounsense 
Volume I: The French 
Letters. No comment. 

All of these letters 
have one thing in 
common. Various words, 
parts of words, or 
beginnings and endings 
of sentences, within 
them have been missed 
out. It is up to you to fill 
in these gaps. Every 
letter features a topic, 
such as birds, fish, dogs, 
towns, and so on. The 
missing part of the letter 
will come from within 
these groupings. 

Sounding off 

Spelling doesn't matter, 
it's the sound of the word 
that we're after, and 
everything starts to 
make sense when 
you've completed the 
process of making your 
backup copy and start- 
of-day disc (a process 
aptly described by the 
initial letters of the words 
Start-Of-Day) and 
loaded the program. We 
wade into CP/M, copy 15 
files from the disc over to 
drive M, enter BASIC, 
and watch the three 
attractive loading 
screens give way to 
another display that 



allows us to get to grips with the game. 

The first time the program gave up on me was when 
I ignored the message at the bottom of the screen 
which asks you to enter your name using letters only 
and input my name as Pete G.: the final full stop did it. 
My fault, but I do feel that for this kind of money the 
program should have had sufficient checks in it to be 
able to avoid this sort of thing. 

Eventually a more straightforward PETE got started 
and began to read letter number one. You can only 
progress through the letters by filling in all, bar six, of 
the gaps. A bit of a hindrance, but I can see their point. 
A typical example from the first page of the first letter 
(each letter has about 40 gaps and 10 or so pages to it, 
with 400 gaps in total) describes the state of the 
French's car before going off on the holiday: ... tyres 

had almost no t[ — . Jing off on a long journey 

.... A bit awkward taken out of context, but since the 
topic for the letter is BIRDS we soon arrive at the 
answer of RED START. A liking for puns comes in 
handy, by the way. 

Filling in the gaps 

Every gap in a letter has a number associated with it, 
and you jump to any gap by entering the number of it 
and pressing [f3]. In a similar way you can jump to any 
page of the letter by entering its number and pressing 
[f1]. But, on the second page of the first letter, one gap 
had me baffled, and I was making up all kinds of 
strange birds as I tried to progress. The computer 
repeatedly told me when I was wrong, but only until it 
crashed with a "Memory full" error message. 

So PETE tried again, but was told that he was 
suffering from "Inconsistent Files in 800". FRED took 
over, since the program allows 10 different players to 
enter their names and have a go at getting through all 
of the letters. 

FRED was doing very well, despite discovering in 
letter four that a city in New Zealand is apparently spelt 
AUKLAND (whatever happened to the C?), and that the 
citizens of NEW JERSEY no longer live in a state but in 
a town instead. Minor problems, when you consider that 
the next discovery was an "Improper Argument in 2000 
error message. At that point I gave up. 

The basic idea behind Nounsense is a good one. A 
lot of time has gone into both its development and its 
on-screen appearance, but until the programmers 
manage to come up with a fully de-bugged version of 
Nounsense I'm afraid that unless you like throwing 
discs against the wall I really cannot recommend it. ■ 



NOUNSENSE 



PLUSES 
▲ Novel idea 
A Fun to play 
A Highly addictive 



MINUSES 

▼ Plagued with bugs 



EASE OF USE 5/5 DOCUMENTATION 2.5 

PERFORMANCE 2/5 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
De-bugged version 9/15 This version 015 
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BOOKS 



BOOK LOOK 

This month, Sophie Lankenau takes protected data into account 



COMPUTERISING YOUR ACCOUNTS 

by A J Marlow 

£9.50 • NCC Blackwell • 0865 791100 



COMPUTERISING 
YOUR ACCOUNTS 






AJ Marlow 



Imagine the dilemma; the ledger 
book and the calculator have both 
seen better days, your accounting 
needs are expanding - but 
computers are not one ot your 
favourite subjects. It you are 
prepared to invest £9.50 in A J 
Marlow's guide to computerising your 
accounts, you could well be saving a 
fortune; computerisation can be a 
costly step and a bit of research will 
prove worthwhile. 

The word comprehensive' could 
well have been introduced to the 
English language after a look 
through this extremely thorough 
manual. Marlow covers everything 
from why to buy the book in the first 
place to choosing and installing software. The aim is to provide "some 
ammunition" when deciding to computerise your accounts. 

Marlow has the questions of every non-believer covered - the first of 
which is, of course, why bother to make the change in the first place? 
Here he stresses the savings to be made in both time and money for big 
business and back bedroom industries alike. Without undervaluing 
traditional accounting methods, Marlow manages to impress the benefits 
of increased efficiency and control in a well-structured argument. He 
cites as an example the customer reaction to a computer-produced final 
demand for payment; the chances of being 'overlooked' by a computer 
are comparatively slim. 

The key to making the most out of your computerised system is 
based on a thorough understanding of your present system. The theory 
is based on the 'you don't need a sledgehammer to crack a nut or vice 
versa' doctrine. This applies to both those who are going from manual 
methods to computerised ones, and those who are upgrading trom 
existing software. Advice on software selection, installation, and 
maintenance procedures then follows. Every chapter is rounded off with 
a very helpful summary of the key points to consider - a vital checklist for 
the beginner. 

The book's principal shortcoming is that it hovers between being 
extremely helpful and desperately pedantic. The devotion to stating the 
obvious is not patronising but irritating. When it comes to installation, the 
advice to find out how long it will lake, and to set aside the appropriate 
time in your work schedule does not really need to be said, and the 
frequent suggestion to make checklists inspires visions of endless 
paperwork and complicated procedures. There is also an alarming 
number of terror-inspiring phrases scattered about the text. When you 
see the words 'court cases' 'arguments' and 'sighs of despondency' you 
might begin to wonder if computerisation is such a good idea . 

Aside from this, AJ Marlow's Computerising Your Accounts is a very 
helpful publication. At the back there is a list of useful addresses and a 
glossary explaining computer jargon. The book neither belittles the cause 
of the small business, nor over-exults the requirements of the large 
corporation. It does not aim to convince you to computerise, but allows you 
an invaluable insight into the benefits which could be yours if you do. ■ 



ISBN 0-850 792-0 
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COMPUTERS AND DATA PROTECTION 

by Eddy Peers and Bill Buckley 

£7.50 • Deloitte, Haskins & Sells • 01 681 5242 

The Data Protection Act has to be, 
as we've already had cause to 
discover, one of the brightest 
trophies the law profession has yet 
secured when it comes to woolly 
legislation replete with seeming 
ambiguities and inconsistencies. 

It all began in 1980 when the 
Council of Europe (CoE) published 
the 'Convention for the protection of 
individuals with regard to automatic 
processing of personal data'. 
Another group, the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) studied the 
subject and formed 'Guidelines 
governing the protection of privacy 
and transborder flows of personal 
data'. Both publications were the response to general concern about the 
increased ability of computers to store and communicate information, 
and the resulting implications for individual privacy. 

Many participating signatories have since been inspired to produce 
their own data protection legislation. In 1984, the UK introduced the 
Data Protection Act. This means that any individual who suspects that 
an organisation is holding computerised information on him or her is 
entitled to access it - for a fee . 

This book presents a summary of the principles of the CoE 
document. Where the actual data is concerned, the Council stipulated 
that it should be obtained lawfully, used legitimately, that it should be 
relevant, accurate, and not kept for longer than necessary. The 
document maintains that every person should have the right to confirm 
the existence of any computer file containing personal data about them. 
They may examine details of the data held, and rectify mistakes. 

The book then moves on to the application of data protection laws to 
individual businesses. If you use word-processors, microcomputers, 
minicomputers or mainframe equipment in your company/place of work 
you may need to enforce data protection. You certainly need to be 
aware of the qualifications and exemptions involved. Even 'letter and 
text preparation and manipulation' is non-exempt from the data 
protection authorities' scrutiny. 

If data protection legislation is applicable to your business, Peers 
and Buckley suggest a course of action. Firstly, identify the type of 
information which is being stored, pinpoint its uses, and assign 
someone to take responsibility for its management. The book then 
illustrates a 'census' form which sets out guidelines for the work of the 
data manager. The section also covers the enforcement of security. A 
survey of European businesses showed that 60% of participating 
organisations relied only on the computer's operating system to 
safeguard personal data from the eyes of the unauthorised. The final 
step is to inform supervisory authorities that you are in possession of 
such data. This is a fascinating book, and draws attention to a subject 
which affects us all. There is no easy way to transform details of a 
complicated legal document into layman's terms, but Peers and Buckley 
have produced a successful and manageable attempt at doing so. ■ 
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What, no 

Rrintout? 
b Graphologist's manual 
advises you lo work your way 
through the program with your 
handwriting sample, a 
magnifying glass and a pen 
and paper with which to take 
notes as there is no in-built 
printout option. By lar the best 
way, however, is to print out the 
file from CP(M using the pip 
lsl:=lilename.lil command at 
the A> prompt. The resulting 
personality profile includes 
sections on Work. Stress. 
Relationships and Marriage. 
All jolly enlightening stuNI 



LETTERS OF 
CREDENCE 

The way you write says a lot about you - or does it? With 

the help of a new handwriting analysis program for the 

PCW, we took pen to paper to investigate ... 



The Graphologist 

£44.95 • Intraset Ltd « 



0257 276800 



Tell people that you have an interest in graphology (the 
analysis of handwriting to produce a personality profile of the 
writer) and it will probably elicit much the same response as 
the confession that you regularly read your stars each 
morning on the way to work. Let's face it: it's fashionable to 
be cynical about such things, regardless of the fact that 
nations like France and Japan have been using handwriting 
analysis for years as a way of separating the grain from the 
chaff when it comes to job applicants. 

Hardly surprising, therefore, that when this rather robust 
program appeared in the 8000 Plus office last month, various 
members of the team bristled dutifully for ten minutes before 
lining up at the reviewer's desk clutching samples of their 
copperplate script for inspection. The results were 
interesting. 

The program is simplicity itself to use. Once you see the 
familiar CP/M A> prompt beckoning on your screen, insert 
The Graphologist disc and type GRPH. You are then 
prompted for the name, address and sex of the person 
whose handwriting you will be analysing. Before you can 
proceed any further, you will need a full page of ink-written 
longhand - complete with signature - on a piece of A4-sized 
unlined paper. The'unlined' bit is important. 

It's then simply a question of working your way through 
the sixteen chapters of the program and selecting those 
features which apply to the hand you're examining. The 
program is extremely thorough; to carry out a full in-depth 
analysis of somebody's handwriting, you can expect to spend 



* Chapters * 



The 3 zones of writing 

3 Line slopes of writing 

I Line and word spacing 
J Novenent and flow 

6 General characteristics of writing 

7 Margins 

8 Slant of writing 
3 Pressure » * 

10 Specific Personality traits 

II Signatures 

12 Handwriting and enotions 

13 Handwriting and health 

14 Detailed personality traits 

15 Handwriting characteristics of crininal types 

16 Sexual attitudes and behaviour 

17 Exit progran 






Use Cursor Keys. Press [Return] to Write. [PI to Display. 



The program's skeleton is made up ot these chapters from which you select those leatures applicable to the handwriting 
in question . Simply press [P| to get a sneak preview ot all those twisted personality traits on otter 1 



something like three quarters of an hour in front of your PCW 
working your way - quite slowly, if you're doing it properly - 
through the relevant options within each chapter. There are, 
on average, about ten or fifteen of them. 

Spaced out and laid back 

There are independent chapters on movement and flow, 
character formation and the three zones of handwriting 
(where ascenders like 'd's, Ts and h's are analysed 
independently of descenders - 'g's, 'f's, 'y's and 'p's - and 
the main character body). The chapter on line and word 
spacing is particularly revealing; that's why you will be able to 
deduce so much more about the personality you're working 
on if you encourage them to submit their handwriting sample 
on unlined paper. 

As you work your way chapter by chapter through the 
program, pressing [ENTER] here and there as you go to 
record your choices, The Graphologist can be heard 
chugging quietly away behind the scenes, carefully piecing 
together the various personality traits of the writer who is by 
now sitting expectantly in front of you in a flurry of ardent 
anticipation. Not only is this task carried out quickly, it is very 
unobtrusive; the occasional whirring of disc drives 
accompanied by the odd flashing light is the only evidence of 
a machine busy at work probing the inner recesses of the 
human psyche. 

For the more curious graphologist, the programmers have 
included a useful and fun option which allows you to display 
on the screen the particular character trait which will be 
written to the file should you choose to go ahead and select a 
specific feature. It acts as a kind of sneak preview option and 
will almost certainly be of benefit if, for example, you prefer to 
leave out of your grandmother's personality profile the fact 
that the way she forms her capital 'w's would indicate that she 
is currently in the middle of a deep schizoid panic. But, then 
again, half of the fun is in waiting until printout to see exactly 
what the program has put together on you. 

Warts and all! 

Be prepared, however; this program doesn't beat about the 
bush. Not surprising, really, when you consider that it has 
chapters devoted to criminal tendencies and sexual deviancy. 
The latter afforded us a chuckle or two, we can tell you. Just 
remember: if you plan on getting into a close clinch with 
someone, ask them for a sample of their handwriting first. 
The only thing that we weren't too happy about in the 
three to four page profiles that the program produced on 
each of us was the prevalence of contradictions. To be 
informed, in one sentence, that you a natural leader of men 
only to learn, in the next, that you shirk reponsibility and are 
easily directed by others, did little, needless to say, to 
entrench our faith. Still, as the manual warns, each user of 
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ON TEST 



But before you go rushing out to buy this program, you might be 
interested to know what the feedback was from the intrepid band of 
'Plusser' guinea-pigs who actually put it through its paces. Here are 



The proof of the person 



some excerpts from the personality profiles compiled by The Graphologist 
and the various reactions of the team - Reviews Editior, Tim Smith, 
Sophie Lankenau, our new Staff Writer and Julie Barnes, our Art Editor. 




What the program said: 

The writer is skilled in the use of words, speaks fluently and has an 
above average vocabulary. He probably enjoys playing around with 
words by thinking up rhymes or verbal jokes such as puns. He is good 
at tasks requiring verbal manipulation and can learn new languages with 
ease. He has an above average understanding of written material and 
can remember most ol what he reads. 

He is a person with intuition who is prepared to play hunches. He's 
ikely to have a cultured background and may have a liking for lavish 
wing. He has a disinclination to mix and a desire to keep the world at bay. 

The flip side: The writer finds it very difficult to relax. He is likely to be 
lacking in reliability and long-term concentration, may be hyper-sensitive 
and susceptible to moodiness. He can be a bit of a time-waster and is 
generally quite extravagant. He can be conceited, critical of others and 
tends to be very selective in his choice of close friends (Ah, so that 
explains it! Ed) 






Tim's verdict 

'Of course, the complimentary comments are good to hear although 
I'm not too sure about the desire for lavish living or the disinclination 
to mix. As for relaxation, I think that playing two games of blindfold 
chess while reading Bergson is highly calming. As for the less than 
complimentary bits, well ... a time-waster is one ol the more positive 
things I get called in the office - that's when I mix with those others." 



Sophie 




What the program said: 

Generally cheerful and optimistic, the writer is likely to be excitable and 
enthusiastic with a very sensuous approach to life. She is impulsive, 
ambitious, gregarious and generally one of life's fighters. 

The style of the writing suggests creative ability, intuition, reasoning 
and occasional irritation and tension. With an informal nature and a 
desire for popularity, this one's an ideas person: independent, intelligent 
and sensitive. She will be good at jobs that provide her with plenty of 
stimulation, fresh challenges and which bring her into contact with the 
public: selling, journalism, PR and so on. She will excel when faced with 
a challenge and strive to take on as many as possible. 

The flip side: The writer is, at times, likely to appear vain and 
conceited, stubborn and obstinate. She is prone to irritability and 
aggressiveness and may, at times, be impulsive and brutal in her 
manner. She may be a deeply frustrated person who occasionally finds 
it very difficult to relax. 
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Sophie's verdict 

"Yes, I agree heartily with all the complimentary bits! Actually, I think 
that the profile is reasonably accurate - although I can truthfully say 
that I do not consider myself to be vain or conceited - it is often a trait 
of 'gregarious' and outgoing people that they lack self esteem 
(secretly of course) which I know I do. I never, never - absolutely 
never - exhibit stubborness so don't try and tell me otherwise." 



Jules 




What the program said: 

The writer has an informal nature with a desire for popularity. She is 
thrifty and will emphasise the need for economy of time and money. 
She's inclined to be more individualistic and prefers to live a separate 
and detached life. Her mental processes are alert and inventive and she 
is full of new ideas. She can be constructively observant and is able to 
think and work alone; she may be unsociable at times. She may be 
gifted at demonstration or presentation work. She has creative ideas, 
intuition, initiative and a highly developed power of observation. She is 
an ambitious person who desires to get to, and stay at. the top. 

The flip side: The writer would make a strong leader, although in a 
position of power, she may tend to be intolerant of opinions which clash 
with hers. She will become irritated if prevented from expressing her 
views, or if she feels they are not being taken seriously enough. She is 
also capable of calculated mental cruelty to subdue others to achieve 
her own aims. 
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Jules' verdict 

"On the whole, this is a fairly accurate assessment of my character, 
although I didn't necessarily agree with what I read about my 
relationships. And as for the mental cruelty - that's much too sinister 
for me! Having said that, I'm certainly impressed with the program 
even if I'm not exactly proud of some of the characteristics that it's 
brought to light." 



the program may interpret what they see on the written page 
differently - and, presumably, if you're not an experienced 
graphologist, you can also interpret it wrongly. This is where 
the truly knowledgeable user of the program is bound to 
score. It's a good job that the program is easy to use. 
because the accompanying documentation is not one of the 
most lavish productions we've ever come across. Not 
knowing what garland, thread or painted characters were, it 
would have been useful to have been able to look up their 
meanings - along with illustrated examples - in the back of 
the manual. Having said all that, the program afforded us 
much fun and frolics and doubtless will you too. ■ 
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THE GRAPHOLOGIST 


Pluses 

▲ Uncannily accurate 
A Excellent fun 

▲ Very easy to use 




Minuses 

T Too many contradictions 

T When it's wrong it's very wrong 

▼ Repeated use of 'the writer' is tedious 

T Littered with typos 


RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 EASE OF USE 5/5 
PERFORMANCE 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 2/5 
8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 16/20 
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PACKAGES 



PAGE MAGIC 



IMAGE KIT 



POSTER KIT 



CUT IT OUT! 

Take a break from creating your own clip-art and buy ready-made 
designs. Tim Smith looks at three discs from HD Design 



PAGE MAGIC, DISC IMAGE KIT, 
DISC POSTER KIT 

£13.50 (each) • HD Design • 04867 81394 

Desktop publishing on the PCW has grown from being 
merely the art of fancifying processed words to a fully-fledged 
endeavour of its own. What with programs such as Micro 
Design II, Stop Press and Newsdesk International (to name 
but three) showing strongly on the market, several support 
companies have started up. HD Design have been in 
business for some time now and have brought out seven 
discs full of clip-art to be used to brighten up your work and 
take the strain out of having to do the drawing yourself. 

Page magic 

Our review copies of these discs came in Stop Press (Cut 
file) format, which of course means that they can be used in 
Micro Design as well. HD Design do support most of the 
major desktop publishing packages; each of their discs, is, 
however, priced at the same rate. 

Page Magic itself seems, on side 1 , to be a 
straightforward clip-art collection. You will find sporting 
images - football (that is soccer, not armoured combat with 
adverts) players in action poses. There are also tennis and 
cricket images. You will also find images called Male and 
Female. These are line drawings of some quite pleasingly 
normal (that is non-idealised) men and women - although it 
must be said that the men are in striking briefcased, business 
poses while the woman are merely poised. Moving on from 
here, we have the subtle distinction of Gents and Ladies, (no 
not what you're thinking - if there is any humour here it is 
definitely not toilet humour). These images are rather akin to 
those you might have seen in the pages of DC comics when 
the Fantastic Four were fantastic. They definitely are 
idealised and look as if they have been digitised, both of 
which are fine as long as a balance is maintained 

Talking of digitised images, there are a few Snaps' 
which are obviously well-digitised. These are photographs 
which have been scanned-in (held in digital form) to desktop 
publishing software. What this does is to give you near 
photograph-quality graphics. The HD Design collection of 
such pictures is used widely over their various discs and 
leans to the high quality end of the clip-art market. The 
'Snaps' which come with this disc are of a high standard. 



VARIETY OF ART 



SCREEN QUALITY 



What stops this disc being merely a collection of clip-art is 
side 2 which contains borders and frames. These are 
notoriously tedious and tricky to produce yourself, so the 
addition of these ready-made designs should liven up your 
collection as well as lightening your work load. 

The borders and frames are pleasantly understated - 
nothing too flashy which might get in the way of the text itself. 

Image kit 

The Image Kit has nothing to set it apart from most good 
quality, run-of-the-mill clip-art galleries. It would appear that 
most of the images included are digitised, ranging through 
subjects as diverse as Spitfires, fighter planes and Tiger 
Moths to the late greats, Nefertiti and Buddha. All the images 
are clear on screen, showing some detail. 

The printouts, however, (and this is true of all Page Magic 
discs) do look a little jagged around the edges. Tidying up on 
screen should cure this and it is unlikely that you will want to 
import as finished, the pictures from disc to your page. 

Poster kit 

This one really is a boon. What you get are large letters in 
various styles from olde English to a kind of sans serif 
American. Not only do they come across clearly on the 
screen, they also print with excellent clarity and quality. 

On top of these come a few whole words such as Fete, 
Antique and Sale. If you have ever tried to produce your own 
poster sized letters without recourse to specialised software 
you will appreciate the value of these. Like most things of 
quality, there is little else to be said except that they do their 
job with the minimum of effort and to the maximum effect. 

If you know how to make use of your own desktop 
publishing software, then these discs will present no 
problems to you. They are not over-long to load and all of 
them are clear and clean. 

The only rider, aside from the normal non-copying for 
resale which the company has imposed, is that a maximum 
of fifteen images be used in any single piece of work - a 
reasonable request. The three discs on show here are 
excellent examples from a field which is growing rapidly. HD 
Design's more recent discs are produced on a PC using a 
hand scanner and high resolution VGA screen. These are 
then transferred over to the PCW using PC Micro Design II. 
Such products prove that the PCW market is a rich and full 
place in which to get involved. ■ 
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LONDON'S LARGEST 

REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER 



10 Fulham Broadway, London SW6 1 AA. Telephone 01 381 6618/9 (24hours) FAX: 01 -381 0528 



Personal callers welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station - District Line 



COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!! 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 



All prices Excl. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

(UK Mainland) 



BRITAINS BEST SELLING WORDPROCESSING RANGE 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256 



AMSTRAD PCW 8512 







• Fully integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 2S6K RAM 

• High res. screen 

• 1 80K 3" disc drive 

• 9 pin dot matrix printer 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscnpt software 

• CP M Plus wilh GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£320 

On-site maintenance please add £30.00 




• Fully integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 512KHAM 

• High res screen 

• lx 180K*720K3"drives 

• 9 pin dot matrix pnnter 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscnpt software 

• CP/M Plus with GSX A Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£405 , 

On-site maintenance please.add £30.00 



ACCESSORIES PCW 9512 ■ 3" CF2 DISCS FOH AMSTRAD 



Vortex 40MB Hard Dnva £499.00 

CPS 9512 AMSTRAD RS232 

P/S Interface £49.00 

SKM 256K to 512K Memory Upgrade Kit 
with lilting instruction P.O. A. 



SKM SCOOP 



mO 



CF-2per 10. 
CF-2per20 
CF-2per30.. 



£22.00 
£42.00 
£63.00 



FD4 Second Disk Drive 8256 



£115.00 



SKM SPECIALS 



PCW Dust Covers (3 piece me) 

3" Drive Cleaning Kit 

Margin Maker 



PCW RIBBONS 



PRINTER QTY 

AMSTRAD 2* 

PCW 82568512 NYLON C4.30 
PCW «25685'2 CARSON £4 75 
PCW 82568512 COLOUR C5.00 
PCW95I2NYL0N £350 

PCW 9512 CAflSOW £4.75 



OTY 

5. 

£400 
£4 50 
£4 75 
£330 
£4.50 



£10.00 

£9.50 

£10.50 



OTY 
10* 

£3 50 
£4 00 
£4 50 
£3.00 
£4.00 



AMSOFT 



CF-2per10 £24.00 

&*_■ CF-2 per 20 £45.00 



AMSTRAD PCW MAINTENANCE KIT 




WORDPROCESSING 



Protext £40 00 

Locoscript2 £22 00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 2 £28.00 

Locospell2 £18.00 

Locomall 1 &2 £26.00 

Locolonl 1 £17.00 

Locolont 2 £13.00 

Locolile £25.00 

New-Word II £42.00 



DAISYWHEELS FOR PCW 9512 



AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 
PRODUCT CODE T YPE FACE 

Courier 10 Prestige Pica 10 

Recta 10 Orator 10 

Letter Gothic 10'12 Prestige Elite 12 

Script t2 Mini Gothic 1 5 

Each £6.00 
For other printer ribbons please call 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mallard Basic By Amstrad £9.95 

Programming PCW By Ian Sinclair £7.95 

Step by Step Guide to Locoscript £4.95 

All In One Mini Office Professional. ...£11.50 
Desktop Publishing with the Amstrad PCW ...£9.50 

Locoscript 2 by Ian Sinclair £9.95 

Locoscnpt 2 Amstrad PCW £11 95 

Locoscript ■ Mail ■ Spell £7.95 

Looking into Locoscnpt 2 £13.95 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Accounts £58.00 

Sage Accountant Plus £86.00 

Sage Invoicing £40.00 

Sage Payroll £40.00 

Money Manager £24.00 

DG Payroll £26.00 

Map Integrated Accounts £90.00 



EDUCATIONAL 



Better Maths (Age 12-16) £14.00 

Physics (Age 12-16) - £17.00 

Chemistry (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Biology (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Better Spelling (8-Adult) £14.00 

Magic Maths fAge 4-8) £14.00 

Maths Mania (Age 8-12) £14.00 

Sage Chu Chat £69.00 

EasyLabeller £21.00 

AMX Mouse & Desktop Utilities £47.00 

Crash Course Typing £20.00 

Two Fingers Typing £17.00 

Daata Fax £32.00 

E-Type £18.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20 00 



GENERAL & UTILITIES 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 




• Z80A processor 

• 512KRAM 

• 3" 720K drive 

• 82 Key Keyboard 

• High res.paperwhtte monitor 

• Wide carriage bi-directional daisy wheel pnnter 

• 20CPS single & tractor teed 

• Locoscript 2 software inlcudes Locospet 
& Locomail 

• CP'M Plus with GSX S Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic 

FREE SHEET FEEDER WITH PCW 9512 

£435 

On-site maintenance please add £30.00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Star LC10 Multifont Printer £150.00 

Star LC10 Colour Printer £185.00 

PANASONIC PRINTERS ' 

Panasonic KX-P1124 

Draft - T60 cps, NLQ - 63 cps £265.00 



Panasonic KX-P1180 
Dratt- 132 cps. NLO - 38 cps 



£165.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Street Editor Plus £39.00 

Stop Press £29.00 

Stop Press - AMX Mouse £54.00 

Micro Design II £50.00 

Database Soltware £20.00 

Database DTP . AMX Mouse £57.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc2 £40.00 

Cracker II (Turbo) £40.00 



GRAPHICS 



Master Scan £49.00 

A/vKtO/' I MasterScan and 

*^ - — ;-.- I Master Paint 

===%.=-. I £55.00 



DATABASES 



Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Master File 8000 £35.00 

Dbasell £60.00 

Datastore II £29.00 

Cambasell £32.00 



Mini Office 
PROFESSIONAL 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs - Wordprocessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUR PRICE ONLY £25.00 * VAT 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 
CARRIAGE FREE!! 



Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 

SALES HOTLINE 
01 - 381 - 6618 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



The ASF9512 is an automatic sheet feede< 
tor use with the PCW 9512 . It will hold up to 30 
sheets of paper enabling either muUipage 
documents or mail-merged letters to be printed 
unattended, thereby releasing the user lor other 
tasks and improving productivity The Sheet Feeder 
can be attached or removed in seconds, leaving the 
printer to accept individual sheets 0! paper or the 
standard tractor assembly 




£75 ONLY 



ACCOUSTIC HOOD FOR YOUR 9512 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

• Up to 90% noise reduction 

i See through lid keeps noise in and dust out 

Hood and Stand £89.00 only 

Now available to accommodate 

9512 with Sheetfeeder 

OUR PRICE 

£120 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Cyrus Chess £1200 

Colossus 4 Chess £14.00 

Batman £11.00 

Tomahawk _ £13.00 

The Pawn £17 00 

Trivial Pursuits £14.00 

Head Over Heels /Bp 00 

Ace .^ySjy-l'.OO 

Match Day II .^(\i\j..i^2.00 

Tetris fCSX.1 .^r«14.00 

Clock Chess*, a Q IS <rrtVO.El4.00 

Steve Da»i*fer)Rrifer f ..<5v*-.^ £11.00 

Class^qarrTesJ.-o.. \jf... ..(< £14.00 

Time rUaOfQJSf f ...t.S..Jf £10.00 

Brian Clougljs Football \j} £10 00 

Colossus Bndge £12.00 

Mindlighter £15.00 

Living Daylights £14.00 

PCW Challenge £12.00 

Times Jubilee Crossword £16.00 

Sun Crossword 2 £14.50 

Please nng for availability 



MODEMS 




24 HOURS 
ANSWERPHONE 

FOR CREDIT 
CARD ORDERS 



All prices subject to change without notice. PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME 9 30 - 5 30 10 Fulham Broadway. London SW6 1AA 
All goods subject lo availability rCHOUHML OHLLCilO VVCLUUIWIC 3.0U J.OU TEL: 01-381-6618/9 FAX: 01-381-0528 







PML. the marKeting arm of KEMPSTON 
DATA LTD can now offer the following 
KEMPSTON MOUSE packs for AMSTRAD 
PCW owners at special low prices. 



Mouse Pack 

Consists of a hi-res optically 
encoded mouse with two high 
quality tactile feedback micro 
switched buttons and 
dedicated interface that plugs 
directly into the expansion 
port at the back of the PCW. 

Mouse A Software Pack 

Consists of mouse, interface, 
D/RTA/.W& Jeeves. 
D/ftTA/a*-is the computer 
based personal organiser with 
Diary, Phonebook, Calendar 
and Notepad data files. 
Jeeves is a new desktop 
program that leatures Disk File 
Management, Calculator, 
Notepad, Calendar, Digital 
Clock and Phonebook. 



Mouse is compatible with: 

■ Micro Design 

■ Stop Press 

■ Desktop Publisher 

■ Fleet Street Editor 

■ Master Paint 

■ D«TA/Sm- 

■ Jeeves 

Mouse & DTP Pack 

Consists of mouse, interface 
and Micro Design 2. Micro 
Design 2 is a page processor 
combining the functions of 
Graphic Design and Desktop 
Publishing. Features text 
editing, typesetting, font 
design, powerful icon symbol 
system, full page layout 
facility and comprehensive 
graphics & file handling. 



Order Code AM25 Mouse Pack 

Order Code AM45 Mouse & Software Pack 

Order Code AM50 Mouse & DTP Pack 



C49.95 
£69.95 
E89.95 
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Or send your 
order by post 



v-v. Phone now to order by 
i\&£ Access/Visa 

1234 855666^ | (cheques payable to PML) 
PML, 182A Bedford Road. Kempston. Bedford MK42 8BL 




It's easy to make money 
when you know how 



Put your PCW to profitable use and have fun ai the same lime. 

Our HORSE RACING PROGRAMS are easy to use 

and need no racing knowledge. 

FIVE YEARS OF PROVEN SUCCESS make our racing software 



Itf 



SIMPLY THE BEST - BETTER THAN ALL THE REST 



Brimardon FORMULA - uses any daily paper - £25 
Brimardon FORMULA PLUS - needs a racing paper - £35 



Send a cheque or postal order or write or phone tor full details. 

Brimardon Computer Racing Service 

75 Cockerton Green, Darlington, DL3 9EG 

0325 288483 



C5 reduction in price it you return this advert with your order 



::WLf: 



COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



1 



AMSTRAD 



i 



We repair Amstrad models 8256. 8512. 9512. 
PC 151 2. PC 1640 and Amstrad Monitors. 
All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 

DEPr+. UNIT 6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 
TELEPHONE: 081902 5218 WEMBLEY MIDDX HAO 4JB 



SUREDATA 



-J 



±k 



ARE 3" DISCS COSTING YOU A FORTUNE? 

ADD A 3.5" HIGH CAPACITY 
B DRIVE TO YOUR PCW 

ONLY £89 



AMSOFT 3 ' DISCS £2.50 

SONY 3.5 " DISCS £0.95 

8256/8512 RIBBONS £2.99 

PCW9512 RIBBONS £2.75 

AMS30LDISC BOX £12.50 

373.5" DISC BOX £9.99 

60g PAPER 2000 SHEETS £16.50 

80g PAPER 2000 SHEETS £24.50 

LOCOSCRIPT 2/SPELL £29.99 

MICRO DESIGN 2 £49.99 

TYPING TUTOR £19.99 

SEAL & TYPE (STATE MODEL) £12.50 

RIBBON RE-FRESH £7.99 

8256/8512 DUST COVER SET £1 1.50 

PCW 9512 DUST COVER SET £13.50 

8256 MEMORY UPGRADES £29.99 

JUNIOR PLAYTIME £12.95 

ULTIMATE SUMS £12.95 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £12.95 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & P & P 

SHOP OPEN 9-6 MON-SAT 

PHONE 0695 29046 

FAX 0695 50673 

K & M COMPUTERS 

140 SANDY LANE CENTRE 

SKELMERSDALE 

LANCS. WN8 8LH 



PCW DRAW 



A full function drafting program - produces clear drawings on 

your PCW printer. Menu-driven, pixel accuracy. Draws lines, 

rectangles, arcs, circles, ellipses. Also freehand sketches with 

zoom facility. Detail Editor. 

Four methods for saving all or parts of drawing for re-use 

NOW SUPPORTS AMX MOUSE AND 24 PIN PRINTER Price £39.95. 



PATTERN PUZZLES 

A suite of five programs each of which provides tantalizing puz- 
zles - the level can be set by the user from the trivial to the brain 
blasting. 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE £11.50 



Prices include VAT, P & P 



Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. 

Broadwater House, Broadwater Road, Romsey, 

Hauls. SOSI 8GT 

Tel: 0794-516279 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrada (CPC, PCW, PC, PPC) 

Payment by Access I Visa, Cheque, P.O. Please state make of 

computer or send s.a.e. (about 9"z7~) for free catalogue giving 

details of our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL 

ASTROLOGERS including complete natal interpretations and 

forecasting. 

Also I CHING, GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHYTHMS, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Dept 8000) 67 Peascroft Road, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 51809 



GAMES 
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With eye of newt and tail of rat; Tony Flanagan braves the pointed hat 



WITCH HUNT 

£11.50 • Classic Quests Audiogenic 



01 861 1166 



Ever since Neil Kinnock suggested that Mrs Thatcher shared certain similarities with 
the temale variety of the necromantic profession, I've had a distinct aversion to 
witches. Is it any wonder, what with wicked poll tax spells, noxious interest rate 
concoctions and the like? Not that there's any witch about in this game, at least to 
begin with. Perhaps somewhat prophetically for our own incumbent, she has taken up 
her broom and flown. ..who knows where. 

Third in a series of five Classic Quests adventures, Witch Hunt is a text-only 
adventure with the same screen presentation as its predecessors. The text - black on 
green - is neatly bordered, with location and score/moves displayed at the top of the 
border in a black band. The company describes Witch Hunt as 'a difficult adventure' 
and 'a real challenge' so absolute beginners might find it a little daunting. 

The background to the game is essentially this. You assume the role of Filbir 
Apse, obnoxious by name and obnoxious by nature. Like children's TV presenters, 
game show hosts and cocky adolescents you enjoy nothing more than getting up 
people's noses, figuratively, of course. 

One day, however, you happen to offend seemingly the most innocuous old man 
that ever tottered on two legs, which was a pretty stupid thing to do really. Stupid 
because this old dodderer just so happens ... would you believe?... yes, just so 
happens to be a wizard, which, in the nature of things, is more than extremely 
unfortunate. As punishment for your transgression, you have been turned into - no, 
not a lump of stone, not a frog, not even Norman Tebbit - but worse! You have been 
transmuted into a Michael Aspel clone - amiable, ingratiating. ..nice. Ugh! 

Witch way now? 

Your task, therefore, is to find warty old Esmeralda Hawkins the witch, who. with the 
gallimaufry of ingredients you have gathered, will cast the appropriate spell and turn 
you back into the complete and utter dastard you know and love. 

At the beginning of the adventure, you find yourself outside the aforesaid lady's 
abode but the door is locked. You knock but no-one answers, meaning that either 
there is no-one at home OR that there is someone in but they don't want to open the 
door. OR that they would open the door but they can't hear you. Thankful that your 
powers of deduction are at their height, you realise that you need a key! 

Once inside the cottage, there are five rooms to explore in all. If you are fortunate 
enough to turn the appropriate object, you will discover that one room is actually two 
rooms. (That's what I like about adventure games, they're so logical!). The house 
hides a range of useful and not so useful objects, including mouldy bread, cornkrakes 
(yum! yum!), flypaper, a candle and so on. 

Outside the cottage lies a wooden beam - a trifle cumbersome, true, but you can 
manage it. You are surrounded by a series of woods distinguished from each other by 
the type of trees they contain - ash, elm, beech, and so on. Unfortunately, the 
descriptions are very simplistic and ultimately repetitive. What makes this part of the 
game even more infuriating is the lack of any logical geographical relationship 
between the various locations. 

Leading you astray 

According to the playguide 'you cannot always expect to return to the place you 
started from by going in the opposite direction'. This seems to me wholly unnecessary 
and grossly unfair on the player. What you end up doing is travelling through a series 
of locations that are either exactly the same as the location you just left or only slightly 
different. The text states that 'paths lead off in many directions' but most of these take 
you nowhere of any interest or importance. When you do find something of importance 
- for example, the well or the bog - it seems hit or miss whether you actually ever find 
your way back to the cottage. 

The parser's lack of sophistication is another frustrating factor, It doesn't, for 
example, recognise 'and' and too often it doesn't know a rather rudimentary word. 'I 
don't know the word kick' is the kind of stock response it throws up. To be truly 
satisfying, an adventure game needs a much more extensive vocabulary and a wider 
range of responses - the variety that you come accross in more sophisticated 
adventures such as those from Rainbird and Infocom. 

To its credit, the game has 'Macro' commands, located on the F keys which save 




To get into the cottage you need to pull a tew strings 



>CE1 HfttfH, MNKI 



>D.m\ni KDiSPtfa 



i Itm is an old copy of the local newspaper, the Hitches Tribune, dated 
S-June-liSl. The headline is about the creation of a new spell, one to 

Seate obnoxiousness, and the collection of sow very special ingredients. 
e ingredients *" apparently fuitr difficult to cone by as they are not 



the new M VI Flying Brow, vhich apparently has a nm MfBat power broon 
head for i higher cruising speed and a new non slip handle for greater grip 
in the net. 




Esmeralda has zoomed oil on her MkVI Flying Broom 

you keying in the commands TAKE IT, DROP IT, EXAMINE IT 
and QUIT. The SAVE TO MEMORY facility is particularly 
useful if you are playing the game at one sitting only and one 
that you may need to make extensive use of. Of course, the 
game can also be saved to disc. 

On the plus side, the text is quite humorous. When you 
find a rusty old trolley for example, you discover that it's one 
of Tescbury's which, after all, 'have branches everywhere', 
even in madcap adventure game it seems. Is nothing 
sacred? A ring of rocks guarding a natural spring is protected 
by a sign indicating that it belongs to the National Truss. In 
keeping with the background to the game, when you are 
given your score you are given such appellations as Goody 
Two Shoes', meaning that you haven't got too far, or Mr 
Nice Guy, meaning that you've still got a fair way to go. By 
the way. if you're looking for the lichen, the bolder you are 
the better! ■ 

IN A NUTSHELL 

Exploring the witch's cottage is quite good fun - lots of 
interesting objects to discover. The forest surrounding 
the cottage is very frustrating - mapping doesn't seem 
to help - but there are some good puzzles. Quite an 
addictive game despite its limitations. 



WITCH HUNT 



ATMOSPHERE 2/5 CHALLENGE 

ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 INTELLECT 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 11/20 



Ma»90 8000 PLUS 57 



DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Prorext (Full Version) 39.95 

Locoscripl 2 2 1 .95 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 31.95 

NB AU. LOCO PRODUCTS ARE FOR1.0COSCRIPT 2 ONLY. 
PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH PCW WHEN ORDERING 

Locospell 18.95 

Locomail 28.95 

Locofile 28.95 

LocoMail and Locofile 44.95 

3" Thesaurus (for Locofile) 1 1.95 

LocoFonl 1 18.95 

LocoFont II 1 3.95 

9 Pin Printer drivers disc 21.95 

24 Pin Printer drivers disc 21.95 

Supertype 2 (font program) 12.95 

Tasword 8000 17.95 

TaspelI8000 11.95 

Tasprint (extra fonts) 10.95 



D.T.P./ GRAPHICS 



Desktop Publisher 19.95 

Stop Press 34.95 

Micro Design 2 54.95 

Masterscan 54.95 

Masterscan and Masterpaint 59.95 

Masterscan is far 8256 and 8512 only. It is a goiMl 
value scanner for digitising bold black & white line 
drawings. Please call for advice before ordering 



DON'T BLAME DATABANK! 

Due io supply problems Database 

Software have suspended sales of all 

packages containing AMX Mice. 

This situation is not expected to 

improve until June. 



DATA BASKS 


Masierfile 8000 


....34.95 




....28.95 




....29.95 


Comix Card Index (PCW 8) 


....25.95 


Comix Card Index (PCW 9) 


....25.95 




....25.95 




TUTORIAL 



MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 

The original and bug free version of 

the best-selling PCW program. 

Contains Word Processor, Database, 

Spreadsheet, Presentation Graphics and 

Communication modules, re-written 

manual plus a copy of John Hughes 

"All In One..." book. 



RRI' £39.95 



OUR PRICE £25.95 



Foreign Languages, by Kwimns 

French Mistress 15.95 

German Master 15.95 

Spanish Tutor 15.95 

Italian Tutor 15.95 



Typing Tutors, bv lansvst 

Crash Course (for novices) 19.95 

Two Finger Conversion 19.95 

Crash Course is aimed at the novice rypisr, and teaches 

"comet' typbufiom the Miner. '/"»<> Fngen Isfin mart 

rxprnrntra keyboard users, and gradually coaxes ym Into 

usinn alt if vour /inner •> on iht right lev* ' 



MJC SPECIAL 
PROTEXT 

Full version of this fast word- 
processor including Spell Checker 
and very comprehensive 
Mail Merge features. 
FOR ALL PCWs. 



RRP £59.95 



OIK I'R1CK£.W.95 



BUSINESS/FINANCIAL DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Comix Simple Accounts II 55.95 

Comix Invoicing 45.95 

Comix Job Estimator 59.95 

Comix Product Costing 59.95 

Full specifications are available upon request for all 
CornLx products. 

DC. Payroll (by Digita) 29.95 

DG Payroll Plus 59.95 

NB: BOTH PAYROLL PROGRAMS REQUIRE 
Sf 1 219512. NOT 8256 

Money Manager Plus 32.95 

Money Manager PCW 39.95 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Siockmarkct (Share Analysis) 32.95 

Supercalc2 54.95 



All of the following printers an- supplied with the necessary 

cable for the <*512 8256 amlS5l2 owners will need an ' 

interface, such as the CPSH256 mailable at £59 95. and the 

cable will then he nipplied to fit thtt 

Please ask about our On-site Warranty 

9 Pin Printers 

Citizen 120-D 139.95 

Panasonic KXP-I08I 159.95 

Star LC-10 Mark 1 179.95 

Star LC-10 Mark 2 (quicker) 199.95 

24 Pin Printers 

Please call for advice and availability before ordering 

StarLC24-10 259.95 

Panasonic KXP-1 124 299.95 

Citizen Swift 24 359.95 



PROGRAMMING 



Amor C Compiler 39.95 

Hisoft C Compiler 39.95 

Nevada Cobol 39.95 

Hisoft Pascal 80 39.95 

Hisoft Devpac 80 V2 39.95 

Maxam II 39.95 

Hisoft Forth 18.95 

Bridge Player 2 1 50 24.95 

Classic Collection I (not 9512) 11.95 

Classic Collection 2 (not 9512) 11.95 

Classic Games 4 15.95 

Clock Chess '89 15.95 

Colossus Chess 4 1 1.95 

Corruption 19.95 

Guild of Thieves 19.95 

Head Coach v3 13.95 

Jinxter 19.95 

Lancelot 15.95 

PCW Challenge (not 95 1 2) 1 1 .95 

Scapeghost 15.95 

Star Glider 19.95 

Tomahawk 15.95 

Trivial Pursuit 15.95 

World of Soccer 13.95 

All In One Mini Office 1 1.95 

Mallard Basic 9.95 

Program Your PCW 7.95 

Programming the Z80 19.95 

PCW Machine Code 13.95 

Pretext: A PCW Users Guide 9.95 

Amsoft or Maxell CF2's (as available) 

10 off 23.95 

5 off 13.00 

PCW 8256/8512 RIBBONS 

Standard 14m Fabric Each 3.95 

two 7.00 

Higher quality/density fabric 4.95 

PCW 9512 RIBBONS 

Amstrad brand Film Multistrike 3.95 

Box of 12 42.00 

Unbranded continuous fabric 2.95 

N.B. Fabric ribbons do not gi\e as vootl a prml quality as 
ftlntcarbon ribbons even wlten nets; but at they are continuous will 
titsl a lot longer Recommended for draft copies or in-houst memos. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW 8256/8512 Dust Cover Set 9.95 

PCW 95 12 Dust Cover Set 10.95 

PCW 8xxx Printer extension lead 1 1.95 

PCW 95 12 Printer extension lead 12.95 

1000 Fan-fold address labels 6.95 

3" Disc Head Cleaner 6.95 

PCW 9512 Daisywheels: All at £5.95 

choose from: 

Courier (10) Orator (10) 

Script (12) Prestige Elite (12) 

Recta ( 10) Thesis (Prop) 

Letter Gothic (10/12) Mini Gothic (15) 



All prices INCLUDE VAT, postage and packaging 
Overseas orders welcome - please write for prices 

MJC SUPPLIES (pls) 

40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS, SG4 9TS, 

Tel: (0462) 432897 / 420847 / 421415 for Enquiries/Credit orders 

CALLERS WELCOME Mon to Fri 9.30 - 5.00. Sat 10.00 - 4.00 



LISTINGS PLUS 



LISTING 



Keep your London telephone numbers up to date and ge. 

clock doing what you want it to. 




MAY6.BAS 

by Rob Ainsley 



A word from the 
sponsors 



The Intellectual Property Unit ol British Telecom 
Pic, who were most helpful in this matter, have 
asked us to print the following disclaimer in 
relation to MAY6.BAS: 

• British Telecom Pic has no connection with 
the program listed in 8000 Plus and can not 
guarantee the accuracy ol the results when 
running the program." 



As you should know, on May 6th all the 
London 'phone numbers are changing, 
with some 01 numbers going to 071, 
and some to 081 . This listing converts 
them automatically for you and will work on any 
reasonable data file. To use, just run the 
program, giving the file to convert and name of 
the file you want to hold the converted result. 
If you are using LocoScript then files have 



See cii 



Old N 

I 

lt( H 



081 

88 



Two liles converted from Protext which show old London 'phone numbers and the new ones which take effect on May 6th. 



to be made into ASCII first. The converted 
result which is the file holding the new 
numbers, can then be inserted into a new 
document. Any LocoFile or LocoMail file 
treated in this way will end up looking like the 
original in terms of page breaks, new lines, 
tabs and so on, but with the phone numbers 
correctly converted. 

Generally, any database data file should be 
convertible by this listing straight off, and the 
converted file directly readable in the database 
program. If something funny happens though 
then the file will have to be exported as ASCII, 
converted, then re-imported. 



Basically a sequence, anywhere in the 
document, of the form 01(space)xxx(space) or 
01 -xxx- gets converted to 071 (space) xxx 
(space) or 071 -xxx- or 081(space)xxx(space) 
or 081-xxx- ...so if your numbers aren't in that 
form (e.g. Olxxxxxxx or 01/xxx/xxxx) then you 
should either modify them, or maybe even the 
listing itself. 

Another interesting modification might well 
be to see if you can do away with the files. For 
example, a program which would allow you to 
sit down, punch in one number and then see 
the new one pop out might well be a more 
pleasing option for many of our readers. ■ 



10 escS=CHRS<27^ : cls$=esc$+" H" +esc$+"E" 

20 PRINT cls$ 

30 DIM b$<6> , kS<21> , 1%<21> , m%<21> 

40 INPUT "File to be converted"; InfileS 

50 IF FIND$<inf ile$>="" THEN 60 ELSE 70 

60 PRINT CHRS<7>;cls$;"File not found! ": PRINT: PRINT: GOTO 40 

70 INPUT "Name to give converted file"; outfileS 

80 OPEN "I", 1, InfileS 

90 OPEN "O" ,2, outfileS 



In lines 10-90 the Escape Codes and clear screen routines are set up. You are then prompted lor the lile ol numbers lo change and the new tile to be writlen. 



< 100 


FOR k%=l lu 21 : 


READ l%<k%> 


m% <k%> : NEXT k% 


110 


DATA 210,289,320 


329, 350, 359 


370,389 


120 


DATA 400,409,430 


439, 473,474 


476, 476 


130 


DATA 480, 499,511 


512,515,515 


537,538 


140 


DATA 580,589,600 


639,700, 739 


790,799 


150 


DATA 820,839,920 


938,976, 976 


978, 978, 987,987 


160 


WHILE NOT E0F<1> 






170 


a$= INPUTS CI, #1) 






180 


IF aS<>"0" THEN 


PRINT #2,aS; 


: GOTO 340 


190 


bS=INPUTS<l, #1) 







0DA9 
0624 
09E0 
1477 
0F02 
1E52 
194D 
08E8 
0A38 



1259 
0C12 
0C31 
0C5E 
0C81 
0FD2 
093A 
060F 
106E 
061A 



The DATA lines from 110-150 coniam the hean ol the program. Most errors in type- in listings occur within DATA lines, so check and double check 



uayx 8000 PLUS 59 



LISTINGS PLUS 



PRINT #2, bS<k%> ; : NEXT:GOTO 340 
new$="8" : q%=-l 



NEXT 



200 IF b$<>" 1" THEN PRINT #2,a$+b$; : GOTO 340 

210 FOR J%=1 TO 5: b$ (j %> =INPUT$ <1 , #1 > : NEXT 

220 p%= < b$<l)=" " OR b$U>="-" ) 

230 FOR k7.=2 TO 4 

240 p%=p%+ < b$<k%> >= "0" AND b$<k%> <= "9" ) : NEXT k% 

250 p%=p%+<b$<5>=" " OR bS<5 >="-"> 

260 IF p%>-5 THEN 270 ELSE 280 

270 PRINT #2, "01" ;: FOR k%=l TO 5 

280 code7.= VAL<b$<2>+bS<3)+b$<4> ) 

290 FOR k%=l TO 21 

300 q%=q% » (code% < l%<k%> OR code% > m%<k7.>> 

310 IF q%=0 THEN new$="7" 

320 PRINT #2, "0"+newS+"l" ; 

330 FOR k%=l TO 5 : PRINT #2,b$<k%>; : NEXT 

340 WEND 



The DATA which you will have typed in now serves as the ammunition in the conversion process Notice the use ot the variable K", 



350 CLOSE 

360 PRINT clsS 

370 INPUT "See changed numbers Y/N " ; see$ ' 

380 REM see$=INKEY$: WHILE INKEY$=" " : GOTO 290: WEND 

390 see$=UPPERS<see$> 

400 IF see$ <>"Y" AND seeSO"N" THEN PRINT CHR$<7):GOTO 360 

410 IF see$="N" THEN PRINT clsS:END ELSE GOTO 420 



The tiles are closed anrj the |0b is done. You now have the new London numbers Want to see them'' Read on 



1133 
10A7 
07A4 
0751 
OEEB 
08A4 
0C28 
1B54 
1026 
0762 
1359 
0A35 
08BA 
11E4 
03F9 



420 


PRINT 


PRINT: PRINT 


430 


PRINT 


TAB<5)"01d Numbers"; 


440 


PRINT 


TAB<40>" New Numbers" 


450 


OrEN ■ 


I" , 1, inf ile$ 


460 


OPEN ' 


I" ,2,outflle$ 


470 


WHILE 


NOT EOF U) 


480 


INPUT 


#1, field* 


490 


INPUT 


#2, feildS 


500 


PRINT 


TAB(5)fieldS; 


510 


PRINT 


TABUOt'eildS 


520 


WEND: CLOSE #1: CLOSE #2 


530 


END 





0422 
06A9 
153F 
170A 
OAAB 
19D8 
15DD 



ODBC 
0EF4 
0EE3 
08D1 
0A12 
0943 
0803 
07F2 
0A47 
0AF1 
0D1F 
036C 



You now get the chance to see the change Some database files which have not been saved as ASCII will lose the tabbing and such like but this should give you a rough idea o' the new mtormation. 



How to Type in a Listing. 



First you need to get Mallard BASIC up and running. Insert a copy of your CP/M 
disc - not the master, make sure that you are using a copy. At the A> prompt type 
BASIC and press [ENTER]. BASIC is loaded when the A> disappears and a small 
message is displayed on the screen: 

Mallard-80 BASIC with Jetsam Version 1.29 
(c) Copyright 1984 Locomotive Software Ltd 
All rights reserved 
31597 free bytes 

Some of the details, such as version number, date and bytes might be different 
but essentially the message will be the same. BASIC is fully loaded when the 
CP/M A> is replaced by ok. You're now ready to type in the listings. Do this as 
they appear on the page, linr by line. Don't type the four figure hex numbers at 
the end of every line as these relate to the Checksum program published in the 

Apni 1990 issue. 

Typing errors are quite common so check each line carefully. If you find a 

mistake before pressing [RETURN] simply cursor back to it and make the 



required correction using the [DEL] keys. If you realise that you've made a 
mistake after pressing [RETURN] you will need to type EDIT and the number of 
the offending line. You can then edit any errors in the same way as above. Once 
you're sure that all is correct, press [RETURNJ.The corrected line will be accepted 
into the program. 

When you've typed in all the lines and made any corrections, type LIST to 
print the entire program on the screen. If you want a copy sent to the printer you 
will need to type LLIST. 

After making another line by line check you must save the program. Do this 
by typing SAVE" followed by a filename such as MAY6. You don't need to bother 
with the .BAS as Basic assumes this. Make sure the filename is no longer than 
eight letters. 

Finally type RUN and wait. The chances are that the dreaded Syntax error in 
line so-and-so or some other message will appear. The line number might not be 
the exact place in which the error occured but it will narrow down the search. Edit 
any errors in the manner we have noted and try again. If all else fails - RTFM - or 
Read the Flipping Manual as programmers are wont to say. 
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372" DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £3.00 p&p 

31/2" DISCS - 10 for £7.50 

2 1 ~ 1 allows you to read, write and format 
III 1 P<~ Hisrs-ft^fi fi"i1?nnlv 



The normal internal 3" B drive does everything our 
external 31/2" B drive does except :- it won't allow I 
you to buy discs at 75p each to read/write to PC 
formatted discs. And you definitely can't buy it for 
less than £80. Our top brand TEAC drive needs 
no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single 
ribbon cable. Housed in its sleek white metal case 
it measures just 17 x 11 x 3 cms and is supplied 
with full step by step fitting instructions. 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE - £29.95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with our easy to 
fit upgrade kit. Full fitting instructions supplied. 



COMPACT 
MICROS 




177 sunnyside Lane, 

Otley Road, Bradford BD3 OJB 

Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 



MARGIN MAKER MM3" 



Cel THE BEST from 8256/8512 printers! Improve printout QUALITY and 
rate! Load up to 100gms cut-sheets spot on, fast! No guessing, no 
skewing! Use better papers, forms, letterheads, and reduce paper and 
time wastage! Easy to fit, adjust use! MM3' Only £12. SO 

THOUSANDS OF DELIGHTED CUSTOMERS! 

"THE best add on for the PCW!" -Don't know how I managed without MM3" 
"Superb product, exceptional value!" "Best buy I have made!" 'Velighted!" "Excel- 
lent!" "Totally invaluable!" 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

"AlaxaFit", for the 9512 and 85% of impact printers is the 'all 
formats professional model'. Phone for FIT details £35. 50 

TOP QUALITY! GREAT VALUE! USER FRIENDLY SOFTWARE! 
Money Manager PCW (all models) Great features! Very easy!£39.95 

Micro Design 2 (all models) Impressive DTP package! £42.50 

Prices Incl. VAT & p+p. Buy two+ items & get 5% off the total! 



S (0784) 452677 

Service 0900 lo 2100 Ins Seven days. 



'Simoell Solutions' 



Dept.8 Box 121 Cresham Rd., Staines, Mx. 7W18 2A). England. 

•".:■' ', Mai .. 1 1 \v,i , r <-.i 'MiaUr tie I '-si!-- Mjrkt of ( Ink Anrirrn 



Super-LINDEX £14.95 Inclusive 



* 
* 

* 



Makes a useful catalogue of your LocoScript discs 
Extracts information from the LocoScript Identity Text 
Catalogues PROTEXT files beginning with a comment 
Output to printer, text file, or file which can be read into 
LocoFile or other database — catalogue several discs in 
one datafile! 

CP/M mode extends use to all types of file 
Designed by a user for user convenience! 



LINDEX £8.50 Inclusive 

Popular version (scored 15/15 in December 1989 8000 PLUS) 
t^m» Further details from: — ,^'2., 

* fatlutl ie$fajA*i $tw^M. * 

470 Leeds Road, Thackley, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD10 9AA 
Tel. Bradford (0274) 613300 



[COMPUTER TRAINING CENTRE,] 

a national training operation, urgently 
| require Franchise operators all over the UK. 

For further details please telephone 

or write to: 

David Rogers 

Computer Training Centre(UK) Ltd 

Exchange Buildings 

Upper Hinton Road 

Bournemouth 

BH1 2HH 

Tel: (0202) 299676 



COMPACT COMPUTER FURNITURE 



WORKSTATION 1 

REF. CR105 

£124.00 

FREE carriage UK 

Including VAT 

Delivered flat packed 

for easy assembly 
OPTIONAL EXTRAS 

SIDE EXTENSION 

£24.00 including VAT 
hinged left or right 

OVERHEAD STORAGE 
SHELF £35.00 
Including VAT 

DUST COVER 

£14.00 incl 
1 piece Grey 
Picture shows Side Extension 

The Complete Workstation tor your PC, stacks your system vertically to save 
space. Keyboard slides away under desk top. Combined Printer stand and input 
paper tray slides m-out. For 80 and 132 column printers. Side extension suitable 
(or mouse, tolds down when not in use. 

Features: Very strong rigid steel frames bolted together tor stability 
Ergonomic Styling, Scratch resident surfaces. Heavy Duty Castors. 
Colour - Brown and Cream. Size 550w. 560d, 720h mm 

We have a flexible approach to solving computer users desking problems. Send 
lor brochure on all models in the COMPACT range showing standard layouts of 
PC's and PCW's. Non standard options available. Call to discuss your needs or 
visit our showroom. 

Cheque with order or phone AccessAfisa number to the manutacturers. 



TIRITH LIMITED DEPT 100 

77 Alston Drive, Bradwell Abbey, Milton Keynes. 
MK13 9HG Tel: 0908 311544 





f% Signwriter 

W^J for the AMSTRAD ROW 

T | only £29.95 

Professional lettering that looks good 

at any size. 

Produce quality Posters, Letter Heads 

& Notices in minutes! 

Extra Lettering Styles 
only £5.75 each 

Please ring for Information & Font sheet. 




w = 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC - 44. ROAN STREET. 

GREENWICH. LONDON SEIO 9JT 
" TEL: 01 (081) 858 2699 



DATA- ACCESS 



TEL: 0554 ■ 771977 



u JftSj. te - r Rlbbon Re-Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts and save £££'s 
Send your used FABRIC printer ribbon plus payment and we 
w !" endeavour to have it in the post and on its way back to vou 
within 48 hours of arrival on our premises 

Black • Brown - Orange ■ Blue • Green - Red • Purple 

ribbons all re-inked in original colour 
Trial Offer only £1 .60 per ribbon (send as many as you wish 
we will even pay postage both ways!) 
Send ribbon(s) plus payment to:- 

Data Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 

LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 1ZZ (no stamp required) 

>> Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 

(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

(77 Penylan - LLanelli Dytea SA IS IJGI 



GET A DETAILED TIMES, 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
=RY JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 



A FAST , WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TO USE 

CALL NOW 





MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN! 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is. if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU. can become very rich in a relatively short period ot time just 
by doing a tew basic things! It's more rewarding than piaying games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 



HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 

31, PILTON PLACE (8+ 16) 
KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 




AMSTAT* & STATMODE 

MODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 



MARKETED BY 



S. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 

AMSTAT for PCW & CPC STATMODE for PC Compatibles 

AMSTAT 1 /STATMODE 1 - means. *t. devs.. variance, skew, kurto*»s, 1 -sample. ?-*ampte, and paired i -tests 
1-v.ay-AOV with single and mull. con!, interval*. 2-way-AOV, correlns. regression, histogram*. *cattergrarm' 
iNrtitormatiom. Me iiore and retrieve, output to WP file, manual. Flexible variable* and observations to a total 
of 500 (»l data point* (12000 STATMODE). 



AMSTAT 2/5TATMODE 2-2? nonparametrie te*l» providing a "complete Sieool" Binomial Chiiquare{3) 
Kolmooorov-Smirnov(2l. Run*. McNemar. Sign, Wilcoxon. Welth. Random >*anon( 21. Fi*fier Median 
(•extemioni, Mann -Whitney, Weld -Wed fowtt*. Moses. Cochran, Friedman, Kruskal-Walh* Cont.nooncy 

'B i 



Spearman, Kendall. Kendall partial, Concordance 




AMSTAT 3/STATMODE 3: FORECASTING 

An array of busmen oriented mathematical and mimical 
software Linear and Polynomial regression, Trend and Seasonal 
Variation. Multiple Regression Analysis, Transformations. 
Exponential Smoothing. Adaptive Filtering. Graphic display, lull 
printout, manual suited to immediate use and lor teaching 
lAddltional program tor PC) 

AMSTAT 4/ STATMODE 4: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT - 
LINEAR PROGRAMMING MOOULE 

General Purpose Linear programming » Specialised Transportation 
and assignment variants Capable of analy*ing and *olving 
problems ol sequencing, tcheduling. Mending and allocation ol 
scarce resources. 40 Page manual. 18 worked examples- 

AMSTAT 6/STATMODE 6: SFANOVA 

Up to 8-way analym of variance 'or equal cell *i?e* Unequal cell 
sires on 1-way AOV. Maximum ol 2000 data points (300 on 
unexpended CP/M 2.2. 4000 on PC). Input Irom ASCII Files. 
Output to screen or text lite with full AOV table * main and 
interaction mean* and Neumen-Keuli on main effects Manual 
(Oik only) 

AMSTAT 7/STATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 
STOCK AND PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

Calculation of economic order quantities lor bath single and 
multiple items Dynamic programming to calculate optimum 
production schedules 'or single item* and consolidation of several 
result* into a multiple schedule Also Pan-to and Lo'en/ analysis. 
"" Output to screen or printer. Includes operational manual With 

"Ml » worked example*. 

The program* have appltcat-on* in research of i'I Winds, education. Hies, production planning, work and 

method Hud/, financial planning, personnel, social work etc 

"/ will certainly be using them myself in the future and no reviewer can offer a warmer 

recommendation than that. " Dr. Peter Morris. Amstrad Professional Computing, May 1987. 
P"oi Lm CPC PCW PC 

AMSTAT1 E25.95 C27.95 STATMODE 1 f 30 95 

AMSTAT2 £39.9* £39.95 STATMOOE2 E» 95 

AMSTAT3 £25.96 £27.95 STATMODE3 E&S 

AMSTAT4 £25.95 £2795 STATMOOE4 (££ 

AMSTAT6 £25 95 £27.95 STATMOOE6 C3B.95 

AMSTAT7 £26.99 £27.95 STATMODE7 £39.95 



ANY 2- 1514 DISCOUNT 
ANY 4 - 20% DISCOUNT 
Please enquire for 
Educational quantity discounts. 



CHEQUES AND P O* TO 

S. C. COLEMAN LTD. 

33 LEICESTER ROAD. ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH 

LEICESTERSHIRE, LE6 50A 

TEL: 0530416919 

24 Hour Antwerphone. Techn*al enquiries after 6.00pm 
trademark of AMSTRAD PLC and is mod under licence 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST 
AND PACKAGING IN THE 
UK BUT EXCLUDE VAT. 



A SMALL SELECTION FROM 
OUR WAREHOUSE 



HARDW ARE 4 PERIPHERALS [OFFERS WHILE STOCKS LAST) RRP WAVE 

Z88 Portable Computer Pack Inc: 288. RAM Pk, PSU, Case etc 344.95 249 99 B 

Amstrad PCW8512 Computer/Word Processor „ 550.85 495 77 ANC 

Amstrad PCW9512 ComputerY/ord Processor with Sheet Feeder..573.85 516.47 ANC 

* **, SHSP34S OSKSi . N £ W J!'. C ±. U .?§ $&£&&&!!£ * * * 

Amstrad Automatic Sheel Feeder g Software - PCW9512 .....'. '. "..113 85 ' 71 16 C 

Star LC10 Parallel F&T NLO Printer 297.85 152 74 A 

Amstrad CPS8256 Serial/Parallel Interlace - PCW !.„„..68.94 ...... .44 81 

MCL 391 Lead CPS8256 to Parallel Pnnler (Round Cable) 14 95 8 97 E 

PL2 Lead. PCW9512 to Parallel Printer (Round Cable) 1995 6 98 E 

Printwheels - PCW9512 (9 UK Styles) 6 61 4 96 E 

Pnniwheels-PCW9512 (119 Foreign Styles) 10.4S~_Z!.A41 E 

* * FULL RANGE OF POPULAR PRINTER RIBBONS PLEASE PHONE FOR PRICES * * 

2746MS Ribbon Multistrike - PCW 9512 PKT2 7 70 4 62F 

2741FN Ribbon Fabric - PCW8256'8512 „ PKT2 11^98 ^'."'1.500 F 

2741 FN Ribbon (Stale Blue. Brown. Green Purple or Red) PKT2 13.32 .6 90 F 

BLANK DISCS a, SOFTWAHF 



MAXELL 3" DISCS BOX 10 

DS FOR ALL 3" DRIVES + FREE PRICE LIST 

rrp £29.90 ONLY £16.99 + £1.15 P&P 



3 Inch S/W 3 Inch Thesaurus (Use wilh Locotile) 8512(9512 14 95 9 97F 

3 Inch S/W PCW Rescue Kit - PCW9512 g 95 5 97 p 

Caxton Condor 1 Database - PCW (Limited Stocks) [^".".'.'.".'.93 99 40 00 

Locotile. Locomail 2 Pack ■ PCW8256/8512 4990 37 42C 

Sage. Popular Invoicing & Stock - PCW 70.15 „,, ' ' 45 60 D 

Sage, Popular Accounts (Sales. Purchase. Nominal) - PCW 100.05 !.65.03 D 

Sage. Popular Accounts Plus (Accounts . Inv. & Stock) - PCW 149 50 97 18 D 

Sage. Popular Payroll- PCW 70.15 45.60 D 



Head Cleaner 3 - . . 



3.95 3.16 F 



Amsotl 3 - Discs DS/ALL 3"Dnves * FREE Price List BOX10...29.90 .. 20 18 E 

Dysan 3 5 - DS/DD 135 TPI Bulk Discs C/W Labels PKT 10 25 00 4 25 E 

Verbalim 5.25" DS/DD40/80T Bulk Discs C/W Labels PKT 25. .27.27 7.36 D 

Ams30L Storage Box Holds 1 5 Cased/30 Uncased 3' 14 95 7 90 D 

Datalile 80 Storage Box Holds 50 3780 3.5 _ 23.77 654 D 

ENG MAINLAND post & ins.:(A)£5.75 (B)£4.60 (C)£3.45 (D)£2.30 (E)£1.15 (F)58p 

(ANC) 3 Day £10.35 Next Day £13.80. COD»£2.30. Max UK post chg. £6.90 per 20kg/£500 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT All sales sub|ec1 to our Trade Terms ot Trading 



W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept. 8000 590) 

WALNEY AUDIO VISUAL & ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION 

1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria LA14 1SR 

Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00-5.00 



LISTINGS PLUS 



CLOCK.BAS 

by 
Mike Higgenbottom 



This program provides information for 
people wishing to include a degree of 
real time implementation in their BASIC 
programs. In itself the program is of 
little use but it does contain all of the 
information required to implement a clock 
'function' in either 24 or 12 hour clock 
formats. In addition, and like the time set 
facility which runs under CP/M, it also allows 
the clock to be set to any particular time 
which you might require. 

The PCW maintains an internal clock, 
consisting of hours, minutes and seconds, in 
memory from 64502 to 64504. This clock runs 
to a high enough degree of accuracy for most 
purposes. Many people know that these 
locations can be used to seed a pseudo- 
random number generator but the idea that 
these locations are actually a clock seems to 
be a little less well known. 

After loading BASIC, type LOAD"CLOCK. 
The CLOCK listing has been included in a 
small demonstration program, lines 30 to 70, 
150, 500 and 520 to 530 can be deleted to 
leave you with the CLOCK listing itself. 

Program construction: The variable tl 
in line 90 holds the address of the first byte of 
the internal clock (hours). Offsets of +1 and 
+2 are used to point to the bytes for minutes 
and seconds. 

The function FNxi% in line 140 is used to 
convert the values of hours, minutes and 
seconds entered by the user into the internal 
format required by the clock. 

The function FNix% in line 1 50 is used to 
reconvert the internal format to values ready 
for printing. It should be noted that the value 







Hit a key 






















T.ne 


elapsed 




■} 


lEflfct'* 


. 













Time gentlepersons please! The dock routine does more than just tell you that you're late. You can use It in another programs to 

access time stamping lor example. 



for hours needs adjusting further if working in 
1 2 hour clock. 

The variable t$ in lines 190-260 is split up 
into the constituent parts of hours, minutes 
and seconds and these values are stored in 
th%,tm%,ts% after being converted to a value 
between and 23 for hours (12 hour format is 
also converted to 24 hour here) and to 59 
for minutes and seconds. 

In lines 310-330, the variables th%,tm% 
and ts% are converted to internal format by 
FNxi% and are poked into the clock bytes, 
thus setting the clock. 

Lines 360-410 convert the internal clock 
to the equivalent values of hours minutes and 
seconds ready for printing. 

Line 430 prints the relevant number of 
spaces to blank out the last time printed. 

Line 450 prints a message two seconds 
after the clock was started. 
Notes of interest: When typing in the 
program lines 100 and 110 contain the 
character 'V This character is obtained with 
[EXTRA]-®. 

The internal clock holds values of 
hours, minutes and seconds in a rather 
strange format: 

to 90 to 9 

10 to 19 16 to 25 



20 to 29 


32 to 41 


30 to 39 


48 to 57 


40 to 49 


64 to 73 


50 to 59 


80 to 89 



This format makes life a little more 
complicated for BASIC programmers but it 
allows much more efficient clock access to 
machine code routines since the multiples of 
16 lend themselves to processing by the Z80 
Rotate and Shift operators. 

Finally, for those wishing to modify this 
program, it should be noted that the clock will 
still be running whilst your program executes. 
This makes it necessary to access all three 
clock bytes in a small region of program 
space since if, for example, a significant delay 
occurs between accessing minutes and 
seconds, the seconds byte may wrap around 
to zero during the delay but the value of 
minutes will still be that corresponding to the 
minute before the seconds reached zero. A 
subtle point perhaps but one worth noting. 

Unlike alot of the games listings we have 
had cause to print over the years, 
CLOCK.BAS may be kept and used as a sub- 
routine in many other of your own programs. 
An example of this might be to write a 
program for international time zones. ■ 



10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
51 
52 
60 
70 



• »» CLOCK.BAS by Mike Hlgginbottom. *» 

' *• Prints elapsed time since keypress. ** 

GOSUB 90 

PRINT cl$;CHR$<7> 

INPUT "DQUIT, 2)CLOCK, 3>MESSAGE " ; kS 

k*/.= VAL<kS> 

IF k%<0 OP k%>3 THEN GOTO 40 

ON k% GOSUB 510, 160,520 

GOTO 40 



. he nitiai menu can Be orated wnen you wish lo u»the clock routine m other programs I! can alio be stolen tor you 1 own programs 



80 REM. '» SET UP VARIABLES AND FUNCTIONS * 

90 t ! =64502! :' start of internal clock memory 

100 es$=CHRS<27> 

110 cl$=esS+" E"+esS+"H" :' clear screen 

120 pm$=es$+"Y"+CHRS<42>+CHRS<60> :' print position for messages 

130 ptS=es$ + "Y"+CHR$<47)+CHRS><60> :' print position for time 

140 DEF FNxi%<t%>=16*<t%\10)+<t% MOD 10> 

150 DEF FNix%<t! > =10* (PEEK <t ! ) \16>+<PEEK<t ! ) MOD 16>:RETURN 

160 REM ' * SET AND START CLOCK * 

170 PRINT cl$: PRINT "Work in 24 hour clock? <Y/N>" 



11DF 
15F7 
0506 
08A4 
1272 
04D1 
OBED 
08C4 
049A 



1598 
152E 
0527 
0E78 
1CDD 
1AD6 
0DE9 
17B8 
OEAD 
175C 
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UPGRADING TO PC? 

Data transfers 

PCW/BBC/IBM 

375.2573.5" 

Details (sae please): 

MAPEJ, 

32 Carew Road, Mitcham, 

Surrey, CR4 2JH 
Telephone: 081 640 7676 



PCW TRAINING 

In Manchester 

ESPRIT 
061 962 7103 
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CALCULATE AND ESTIMATE 

The only course specifically designed to teach 

you how to calculate and estimate + - x + % In 

your head, from scratch £10. 

Allen Edwards, 

6 Belvedere Road, Coventry. 

0203 672658 



LASER PRINTING 

From Locoscript 2. realistic 50p per page 
DAISYWHEEL 
_051 630 2657 

MOLESEY EDUCATION 
W.P. TUITION 

on PC.W.'s & P.C.'s. 
Nationwide 

01 941 1364 
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£25 MEMORY UPGRADE FOR 8256 

Full instructions. Full guarantee. 
Cheques to: 

Q6 COMPONENTS 
72 Croston Road, 
Garstang, Preston, PR3 1HR 
..099526060 

FOR SALE: 

Amstrad PCW8256 plus printer. Extra software 

and games. I've got the unfindable Infocom 

games. £550 total 

9Pll_p2?5_269800 

SOFTWARE FOR SALE: 



for PCW 80005. Time 8i Magic £9.00; Lancelot 

£12.00; Classic Games 4 £10.00; Trivial Pursuit 

j £10.00; Jlnxter £15.00. All with original packaging 

and In perfect condition 



0242 602052 



ATTENTION EXPERT 86 USERS! 

Public Domain additional programs available, 

Train86 and Attributes86 for PCW. Send SAE + 

Formatted Disk + £1 .00 to: 

H. Dejongste, 

Honeycomb Cottage, 

Shalden, Hants, 

GU34 4DU 
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BASIC BRAIN 



Never before! Keypress to select file. Another to i 

choose Option:- Run: Chain: Find: 

Exchange: Edit: Print: Set Printer: Memory: 

Backup: Sort: Erase. i 

£19.95 
Allott, 
5 Fitzgerald Park, Seatdrd, BN25 1AX ! 



FOR SALE 

Pools winner £20. Master Pack £35. 
Stop Press £20. Unwanted gifts. All originals 

Neil (0642) 563112 
after 6pm or weekends 



SPORTS SECRETARIES PCW NEW! 

League tables plus results statistics.. .£44. Leac 
Tabfes (original). ..£24 Competition Fixtures.. .£ 
15% discount pairs. SAE for details. 

SPORTSOFT, 

16 Orchard Road, 

Bardsea, Ulverston, LAI 2 9QN 

0229 869517 



WANTED PCW85 12/95 12 

must be v.g.c. Reasonable distance from 
Southport or help with postage. 

Phone Roy 0704 68024 evenings 



DATADIARY: Next twelve months (A4/Filofax 
versions) still £16.95! POCKET DATADATE: 

Year's supply star blrthdates/anniversaries. Only 
£24.95! (Locoscript 2) 

A4 IDEAS, 66 Curzon Street, Calne, 
Wiltshire, SN 11 ODL 



ROUTE FINDER FOR PCW 8000'S 

Allows A road and motorway routes, multiple 
stops and map generation. Send SAE to: 

M. Frampton, 59 Prince of Wales 

Avenue, Regents Park, Shirley, 

Southampton, S01 4LT 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 

rate only applies to readers wishing to sell their 

own hardware or original software or to pass on 

a message to other 8000 Plus readers) 

All other ads are now classified as Trade 



Advertisements and are charged at £1 per word. 
(Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad Just fill in this application 
form and send It to us with the correct payment. 



We will then place the ad in the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive you 
order). 

If you wish your address or telephone numbe. 
to be featured in your advert it must be includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 






Order form Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 



Name 



Address^ 



My advertisement is a Private/Trade* Advertisement and 
I enclose payment for £ • delete as applicable 

I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order/Access/Visa 
Credit card number 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 



J 



LISTINGS PLUS 



180 aS=UPPER$( INPUTS (1>> 

190 INPUT "Enter time In form 10:02:59";tS 

200 IF aSO"Y" THEN PRINT "A.M ? <Y/N>" : bS=UPPER$ < INPUTS <1> > 

210 th%=VAL (LEFTS (tS, 2> > 

220 IF th%<0 OR <aSO"Y"> THEN 221 ELSE 230 

221 IF (th%>12> OR <aS="Y" AND th%>23> THEN 190 

230 th%=th%-12*((aSO"Y" ) AND (bSO"Y") AND (th*/.<>12>> 

240 th%=th%+12*((aSO"Y" > AND <bS = "Y") AND (th7.= 12>> 

250 tm%=VAL(MID$(tS,4,2> > 

260 IF tmS<0 OR tm%>59 THEN 190 

270 ts%=VAL (RIGHTS (tS, 2 > > 

280 IF ts%<0 OR ts%>59 THEN 190 

290 PRINT cl$: PRINT pmS;"Hlt any key to start clock."; 



08B0 
1281 
1ACE 
08E6 
0FE1 
0F95 
1300 
11AE 
0934 
0D2B 
0A1F 
0D3D 
1B4B 



The initial information is supplied by you whai time is it 7 You will see that the time ts entered as one string variable IS which is then converted 10 numerics and broken down into hours minutes and seconds 



300 cS=INPUT$<l) 0588 

310 POKE t! +2, FNxi%(ts%> : "set seconds in Internal clock 1C47 

320 POKE t! +1, FNxi%(tm%> : "set minutes in internal clock 1C7A 

330 POKE t! , FNxl%(th%> : 'set hours in internal clock 19C3 

340 PRINT pmS; "Clock started " ; 1163 

350 REM '« GET ELAPSED TIME AND PRINT IT » 1474 

360 hou%=FNlx%(t! ) : IF aS = "Y" THEN 390 1001 

370 IF hou%>U THEN b$="N" ELSE b$="Y" 0E5D 

380 hou7.=hou7.-12»(hou%=0) + 12«(hou%>12> : ' back to 12hr 161F 

390 mte%=FNix7.(t! +1> :sec%=FNix%(t! +2> 0F4A 

400 PRINT ptS;"Time elapsed " ; hou%; " : " ; mte%; " : " ; sec%; 1569 

410 IF aS="Y" THEN 430 080E 

420 IF bS="Y" THEN PRINT "am" ; ELSE PRINT "pm"; 15EB 



The PCWS mlemai clock is accessed and POKEd mio action The data is then printed to the screen 



430 PRINT STRINGS(ABS( <hou%< 10) + <mte7.< 10 ) + <sec%< 10 ) ) , " ") 1696 

440 REM « STOP AND RESET CLOCK * 0EF1 

450 IF <sec%-ts%+60> MOD 60=2 THEN 451 ELSE 460 1200 

451 PRINT pmS;"Hit a key to stop clock. " 124E 
460 dS=INKEYS: IF dS="" THEN 350 0A5A 
470 PRINT pm$i "Reset clock? (Hit Y or N> "; 1222 
480 eS=UPPER$<INPUT$(l> > 08CA 
490 IF eS="Y" THEN 160 0845 
500 GOTO 10 0464 
510 PRINT clsS:END 0841 
520 FOR i=l TO 500: PRINT " hello " ; : NEXT 1330 
530 RETURN 050A 



Alter a gao of two seconds you are asked if you want to stop the clock Lines 510-530 contain another suo-routine which can oe omitted m your own program 



Belter competition 



In the March Issue we proposed a 
competition. This was to design a 
BASIC programming utility which 
would do the following things; 
track variables 
track REM statements 
track PRINT statements 
In each of these cases, the 
program must be able to give the 
number of times each one 
appeared and where. But since 
announcing the competition and 
its prize, we have to say that 
the response has been rather 
disappointing. The prize we 
offered was any book you could 
name (up to £20 and which we 
could lay hands on) as well as a 
payment of up to 50p per line of 



code, depending on quality. 

Although the listings we have 
so far received have been of 
excellent quality, we feel that we 
should hold the winner over for 
one more month to give other 
people a chance. Listings can be 
any length (up to a maximum of 
120 lines), there should be no 
more than 80 characters per line, 
saved in ASCII form on an A: drive 
disc. It is also vital that full 
documentation be included in the 
package. 

So, send your efforts to: 
Listings Plus, Belter Competition, 
Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, BA1 2XF. And please 
tell us which book you would like. 



LocoApri 



Many, many, many of our readers have 
phoned in (in different states of temper) 
to ask why NEWCHAR.BAS by Richard 
Clayton (8000 Plus, April 1990) turned 
their LocoScript 2 characters upside 
down. Well, with hat in hand, we must 
admit that the whole thing was an April 
Fool. Of course we had nothing to do 
with it, it was all Locomotive's fault; 
honestly, we only ran it, checked it, 
checksumed it and printed it. For those 
of you who enjoyed the joke we say 
Huzza! For those who think that they 
might have wasted a little bit of 
time, we say Whoops-pardon but you 
did get some valuable programming 
experience from Richard Clayton, a 
man worth learning from. So, happy 
May and wait till next year! 
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Small businesses 
Self-employed 
Professionals 
Personal finances 
Clubs etc etc 



MANAGER PC\ 

£49.95 



For business, professional or personal use, MONEY MANAGER is the ideal system for managing your money 

Far easier to set up and to use than other accounting software - 

- yet packed with an unrivalled range of features for fast, efficient and enjoyable control of your finances. 



J 



All options are selected from a menu 
i Any number ot data files- business - personal - etc 
1 »? mo , n , ,n ? of accounts per file, with up to 500 entries /month 
i Move tile forward by a month at a time when required 
i Up to 20 user-defined accounts (banks, cash, cards, etc) 
i Up to 50 user-defined classes of income/expenditure 
i Arrange classes into logical groups for powerful analysis 
i Design classes to suit your own special environment 
i Up to 50 user-defined "marks" for extra report selectivity 
i Fast and natural data entry - like adding lines to a statement 
i Optional reference (up to 6 characters) for each entry 
i Your own descriptive text (up to 18 characters) for each entry 
Your codes are displayed on the screen during data entry 
Add, modify or delete existing items at any time 
Quick insertion of regular entries/standing orders 
Sort entries into date order at the press of a key 
Specify account/class/class group/mark for each report 
Detailed statements, item by item, for any range of months 
Totals for each class of transaction for one or more months 
Spreadsheet-type table showing class totals for each month 
Heports may be for consolidated class groups 
Report showing class totals for each account 
Account statistics - monthly max, min, average balances etc 
Bar charts for up to three selected categories of entry 
Pie charts for up to 20 selected categories of entry 



■ Report of monthly income, expenditure and cash-flow 

■ Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss etc) 

■ Automatic calculation of VAT (with multiple rates If required) 

■ Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amount 
• Summary VAT statements in same format as VAT return 

■ Simply ignore VAT features if they are not required 

■ Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 

■ Budget and cash-flow forecasts - may be updated 
i Print any report on built-in PCW printer 

■ Printing may be switched to a separate printer 

i Attached Dot-matrix, Daisy and Laser printers supported 

■ Print any report to a file for use with Locoscript etc 
i Data search facility to find "lost" items 

i Full vertical and horizontal screen scrolling of reports 

i Pop-up five-function multi-line calculator with memory 

i Macros to record and play back sequences of key-strokes 

i Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of F1 key 

i Back-up copies of data files created automatically 

i Easy installation routine produces self-starting "turnkey" disc 

i Data may be kept on program disc or on separate disc(s) 

i Suitable for PCW-9512, PCW-8512 and PCW-8256 

i Suitable for single or twin disc systems 

i Comprehensive 64 page manual (with index) 

i Two sample sets of data provided for initial practice 

i Free and indefinite telephone support 



Here are some comments from the people who matter and who really know the system - the users: 

In a a T„ S ^/! mpreS f ** W '] h J he I ottwar e that ' thought y° u m '9 ht like to know that I «** » is superb and surpasses 
SJS2T iu ave b0Ught at more than twice tne P" ce of Mone y Manager. Thanks for a fantastic, easy to 
use piece of software that represents outstanding value for money. D.A.j.(Uncs) 

'kHmSi 'S HSPSStP^ Mthout repeating my satisfaction with Money Manager. I am using it for the book- 
S 9 0f several small businesses. Before I retired recently after 40 years in banking, 24 of which were as a 
n^ O nf^ 9er -J < W0Uld *5* been deli °nted if my small (and some not so small) business customers had 
SEFfcSZ? 9U . reS and stat ! stlcs of their businesses as produced by Money Manager. It really is a program 

S£m iS5U£££ USe ' C0Ud S t Ve !" any busin esses ^om the chaos and disaster which can, and so often 
does, result from poor or non-existent book-keeping, ral (Cheshire) 

H2*£ SX.SSSSSL SUCh I ma ™ellous and easy t0 use program at such a reasonable price. No longer do we 
guess how much is where and no decisions are made without first consulting Money Manager, k.d. (Milton Keynes) 

/ think this is the best program that I use on my computers and I have tried quite a few programs! A.B. (Iceland; 

w^Jnt U J, h ltfr n t W M P ne Y Manager - and ' think it is magnificent. The manual is so rare in the mass market: a 
232*£jfi£ concise friendly instruction booklet written for us amateurs who really aren't computer experts, 

SLS/SJf 'uKiT* ' ° 5 e " i, rea " y d ° conaratulate whoever listened to the market, and whoever wrote the 
instruction book. Well done indeed! c.P.G. (Hove) 

L&SJ&LIS? p/ea . sed with tne Program, in fact it is an indispensable part of my business. My accountant is 
sogoodanhls 7 ' Sfce J^IiST* ^ ** '° ^ repWtS ** *"** ' ° a " ah/e hlm ' lt>s incredible that /f can be 

The program is perfect, just what I needed. If it were edible I would have a second portion, n.t. (Wilts) 

'n^nJISJ^J^J^^ and im P ressed J am witn M oney Manager. It seems to me far simpler, faster and 
»?rn nt* b nrL?Z?iZ°L * other *ccounte packages I have looked at. I have so far used it to prepare two sets of 
accounts for a small business, and am delighted with the results, r.d.h. (Yeovil) 

lESLE&£!! nhfJlTJf wo f P roce ssor this has to be my most frequently used program and certainly has made 
an astounding change to our finances. All in all .... brilliant! Dr i.n.p. (Co Durham; 

EifahSw^f^^iSKSS of . con 9 ratulatin Q You on an excellent program. I am treasurer of a local cycling 
X!ZfciXJSfJZ Pr °F ram 9 J VeS me m thatl °° is tremend ous, and impresses the auditors too! It is also 
rrZif^rH^ • ° f ep traCf l ofm y Phonal accounts, and know to the penny how much I owe to the various 
creait card companies. Keep up the good work! j.f.n. (Wilts) 



Connect 

Software Ltd. 



Over 25,000 users can't be wrong I 



To receive your copy of MONEY MANAGER PCW by return first class post, elthei 
cheque or phone quoting your Visa Access or Amex card number for Immediate 
Mon-Sun 8am-10pm Price £49.95 Includes VAT & postage. 

3 Flanchford Road, London 



tost, either send a 
" despatch 



postage 

W12 9ND Tei 01 743 9792 




SOFTWARE 
DEATHWISH 



If it weren't a violation of 
copyright, I'd be tempted to 
suggest that every Amstrad 
monitor should come stencilled 
with the large friendly message 
DON'T PANIC. So many people 
seem to prostrate themselves 
before their PCWs in an ecstasy of 
panic, that a time traveller from 
ancient Greece could quite 
reasonably deduce the machine to 
be a small household shrine to the 
great god Pan. 

This state of terror resembles 
the Examination Dream suffered in 
later life by so many victims of the 
education system, You find yourself 
confronted with a nightmare list of 
questions which cannot possibly 
be answered, even if you still knew 
anything about the forgotten 
subject. Cold fear takes you by the 
short and curlies, your ribcage 
suddenly becomes three sizes too 
small, sphincters begin inexorably 
to loosen.... 

For all too many PCW owners, 
this whole complex of terror and 
mental paralysis is instantly 
conjured up by the CP/M prompt 
message (readers of a nervous 
disposition should skip what 
follows): A>. 

Running on the spot 

Software people who try to explain 
things over the phone are all too 
familiar with the symptoms of 
panic. One is a sort of wild, 
despairing haste, leading to 
exchanges like this. 

EXPERT: "Now I want you to 
do exactly what I tell you. First, put 
in the disc with MASTER written 
on it. Then — " 

OVER THE TELEPHONE: 
"Yes yes I know that bit," tap 
lappety tap "I'll just start it up," 
lappety tappety. "and now Oh 
God! It's just not working, it keeps 
saying question marks, I'll have to 
turn the thing off and start again," 
CLICK "Sorry, which disc did you 
say?" tap tappety..... 

EXPERT: "Stop! Stop hitting 
keys and listen!" 

A related symptom is that 
sufferers tend to get stuck in a 
loop, repeating some quite simple 
error (wrong disc in place, or a 



command slightly mistyped) under 
the firm conviction that they are 
following the exact procedure in 
the instruction book. 

EXPERT: "Let me go through 
this keystroke by keystroke. Type 
these letters...." 

TELEPHONE: "But that's 
exactly what I've been doing all..." 
(Long pause. Very querulous 
tone.) "It never did that before." 

I sympathise with the victims, 
who have usually worked 
themselves into a ragged 
emotional state before resorting to 
calling the "expert". Unfortunately, 
frayed nerves can lead to the 
helper getting a hard time. 

EXPERT: "Let's see if all the 
right files are there. Type DIR and 
tell me what — " 

POSSIBLE REPLY 1 
(splenetic): "Look, I know what 
disc I put in, and what's more I 
know all about listing directories in 
CP/M, so there's no need to treat 
me like some stupid kid, thanks 
very much." 

POSSIBLE REPLY 2 (half- 
sobbing): "Oh dear, you keep 
going on about typing DIR and all 
that technical stuff, I just can't 
understand any of it, why won't 
you stop trying to blind me with 
science and just tell me, in simple 
terms, what to do" 

The final straw 

This last response approaches the 
final stage of panic which I think of 
as "software deathwish". Stand 
back! I am about to commit 
amateur psychology. What seems 
to happen is that the panic victim 
becomes emotionally committed to 
not understanding, to not solving 
the problem. The buried reasoning 
might go roughly as follows: 

"I'm not an idiot. But I'm totally 
baffled and frustrated by this 
software. It must be 
incomprehensible. This bloke who 
keeps saying it's really quite 
simple is obviously lying through 
his teeth. I'm not going to listen to 
him. (Besides, if it truly is simple, 
what does that say about me? 
Better not think about that.)" 

Sometimes, trying to help 
callers who have reached this 




state, one is left with the uneasy 
feeling that immediately after 
hanging up they plan to hurl the 
PCW from a high window, and to 
jump right after it. 

Look before you leap 

This being a far from perfect world, 
I don't say that all software is dead 
easy to learn (much is 
idiosyncratic) or that all experts 
are helpful (the most likely 
response to a call for support is 
"Just putting you through", 
followed by twenty groan-laden 
minutes of Muzak). However, here 
are some hints on how not to 
make things worse by succumbing 
to blind panic. 

Allow yourself time to master 
new programs. Non-swimmers do 
not as a rule leap into the 
Channel, point themselves 
towards Calais, and reckon on 
picking up the techniques of 
breast-stroke as they go. 

Similarly, the way to learn 
how to use that new spreadsheet 
is not to try and move your 
complete business records system 
to it on the day the tax return has 
to be posted. 

Check all software if you 
change computers; there's nothing 
more panic-inducing than the 
sudden discovery that a familiar 
program has stopped working. 
That roof-rack you bought for the 



old Reliant Kitten will have to be 
replaced now you've traded it in 
for a Rolls: the same goes for all 
8256/8512 start-of-day discs if you 
move to a 951 2. But the pink fluffy 
dice from the Kitten are Rolls- 
compatible and may be transferred 
- as can most 8256 programs that 
run with CP/M. 

When ready to scream with 
rage, remember the magic mantra 
"RTFM" which constantly trembles 
on the experts' lips. This of course 
stands for "read the flipping 
manual". Just this once, forget all 
the short cuts which you "know" 
are OK, turn off your imagination, 
and follow the instructions step by 
laborious step. That ought to do 
the trick; if, however, the program 
still doesn't work, you now have 
my permission to scream. 

After screaming, stay clear of 
the wretched computer (and 
all close members of the family 
and/or household pets) until your 
pulse rate is back to normal. Be 
warned; this may take quite 
some time, 

When you're as experienced 
as I am, you will find that life with 
your computer becomes a breeze. 
You'll meet problems with total 
equanimity, a tranquil... oh sod it, 
another missing address mark, 
and that's my only copy of the 
column, and the deadline is ... 
AAAARGH! ■ 
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It's just not cricket! Four pages of tips that 
give you an unfair advantage over your PCW 

Stumped by LocoScript? Caughl out by CP/M? Bowled over by 
BASIC? As the cricket season gets under way, come to Tipoffs, 
where the Inspiration Is never run out. This month David Harry of 
Solihull dons his box (but only in LocoScript). Keith Simons has 
the Key to a BASIC problem, Ian Chlsnall underlines a feature of 
LocoScript and J Newman shows the smart way to use Mini 
Office's spreadsheet. They win £10 each. 

So if you know of any smart pieces of play in LocoScript, 
BASIC or any well-known program, tell us - the best win hard 
cash! Send your contributions to: Tipoffs, 30 Monmouth St, 
Bath BA1 2XR 



Exit right 



@As a Protext user on a 
9512 I am irritated by 
the position of the 
[EXIT] key by the right 
of the spacebar. It's easy to hit 
accidentally and has the same 
effect as [STOP], switching mode 
- making it redundant but 
awkward. I keep finding that in 
the middle of a document I am 
suddenly typing text at the a> 
prompt instead of in the text! Is 
there a way of 'disabling' the 
[EXIT] key to stop it doing this? 
Sally Newman, Bath 

8000 PLUS: Yes -you can use 
CONFIG to change it. With your startup 
disc in the drive type CONFIG and select 
option 5 'Set keys tor the PCW. Type the 
code lor the lEXITjkey. (probably 08) 
(Check on page 544 of your Protext 
manual). End with [RETURN]. Now press 
TAB to move across lo the right hand 
table and type 2020202020 (live 
lots of 20). What you're doing is to make 
the EXIT key (known as key 08) return 
the character 20 hex (space) in the 
states of normal. SHIR. ALT, SHIFT-ALT 
and EXTRA. 

Now press [STOP] to get back 
to the main menu, save the configuration 
file to drive A with option 9 and quit back 
to Protext with 0. When you restart you 
find that EXIT merely gives a space. 



MOPping up 

Hln Mini Office's 
spreadsheet, you can't 
use a 'circular' 
command such as 
B3=B3+B2 to accumulate in B3 
successive entries into B2. 

However, there are many 
instances where such an action 
is essential - for instance, 
entering sales figures at the end 
of each day to give a running 
total of the week's takings. Here 
is how it's done. 

Put the cursor at B3. Press 
[f5] (enter formula). Enter 
OLD(B3,B3)+B2. To use this, 
put a number into B2 and press 
[ENTER]. With auto-update on, 
any other calculations using B2 
will be carried out at once, but 
B3 will continue to show 
(Function). This allows you to 
perform the accumulation 
process with a number of pairs 
of cells, say for sales figures of 
different items. It also gives you 
a chance to recheck that you've 
entered all the right numbers. 
When all is checked, press [f3] 
and after a pause the additions 
will all be made at once. 
Negative entries are accepted. 
JAS Newman, 
Honiton, 
Devon 



Blocks to that 



H Blocks in LocoScript are 
a handy way of moving 
pieces of text around in 
a document. But they 
can also be used for moving text 
from one document to another. 
Suppose you want to move a 
paragraph from a file called 
NOTES to one called 
CHAPTER.1. 

1 . Edit NOTES and go to the 
beginning of the section to be 
copied. Press [COPY]. 

2. Move to the end of the 
section to be copied and press 
[COPY] again if you want it to 
remain in NOTES, or [CUT] if you 
want it to be removed from 
NOTES. The text that will be put 
in the block is highlighted for you. 

3. Give a number from to 9 
to name the block. LocoScript 1 
only: Now press [f8] and select 



"Save block'. You are returned to 
the disc manager. Move to an 
appropriate group to save the 
block in, press [ENTER] and 
name the block. 

4. Carry on editing or save 
and exit as usual. You can 
actually 'Abandon edit' if you 
don't want to save the changes 
to the document NOTES and the 
block is still saved. 

5. Edit the file CHAPTER.1. 
Move to the appropriate point for 
insertion of text. LocoScript 2: 
press [PASTE] followed by the 
number you gave the block. 
LocoScript 1 : select [f7] 'Insert 
text' and move the cursor over 
the block you just named. Press 
[ENTER]. 

6. The required text is 
inserted. Now carry on editing as 
normal. 

DS Morgan, 

Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd 



Column crunching 



@l want to enter some numbers in LocoScript in four 
columns like this: 
1 41 81 121 

2 42 82 122 

3 43 83 123 

Do I have to type 1 [TAB] 41 [TAB] 81 [TAB] 121 [RETURN] and so 
on - or is there a quicker way by typing the numbers 1 to 160 down 
in one column and then pasting sections of it up? 
RD Sartin, 
Rumney, 
Cardiff 

8QQQ PLUS: I'm afraid there's no way of pasting sections up in separate columns like 
this. Protext can do it using its box' mode, but in LocoScript you're stuck with the way 
you're using already. 



Corresponding tip 



n 



An extension to Elaine 
Bullard's tip in February. 
She suggests keeping all 
your letters to the same 
correspondent in the same long 
file, starting each letter on a new 
page with [ALT][RETURN], and 
printing just the pages required by 
selecting 'Print some pages' after 
pressing [P]. 

The only problem is that you 
don't have your template setup 
ready for you as you would if 
you'd started a new document. So 



here's what to do if you want that 
template layout. 

Edit the existing document 
and move to the start of a new 
page with [ALT][RETURN]. Now 
press [f1] ([f7] in LocoScript 1) 
and 'Insert text'. Back at the disc 
manager, select the appropriate 
TEMPLATE.STD with the cursors 
and [ENTER]. The template is 
inserted and you can carry on 
with the template layout there 
for you. 
Tim Crafter, 
Wells, 
Norfolk 



Tippexpertise 



HA problem with the 
PCW's dot matrix printer 
is changing the print 
head for different 
thicknesses of paper. The head 



adjustment lever settings are 
nearly impossible to see. 

So, a dab of Tipp-Ex or 
similar on the two parts can help 
you line up the various settings 
you need much more easily. 
J Whittle, Bicester, Oxon 
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Structural defects 



ra 



I've got several Mini 
Office database files and 
want to combine them all 
I - unfortunately they're all 
different structures, and field 4 in 
one might correspond to field 2 in 
another. Is there any way I can 
use Append' without having to re- 
type all the information again? 
W Greenhalgh, 
Broughton-in-Furness. 
Cumbria 

8000 PLUS : Weeellll. not really, but 
you might be able to avoid typing the stutl 
again - it you can bear to spend money on 
the upgraded but bugged Mini Office Plusl 

Stage 1 is to produce ASCII (i.e. 
plain text) tiles ot your databases, all in 
the same tormat {i.e. a simple list ot the 



information contained in each with a 
consistent layout). You can do this by 
making mail merge tiles ol each database, 
which lets you juggle the order of the 
fields, and then inserting each ol these 
into a big LocoScript document (the 
process is described in detail in the 8000 
Plus Tipofls collection book on sale on the 
Special Offers pages). 

Stage 2 is to make an ASCII tile ot 
this big Loco document and then import 
this huge list into Mini Office's database 
using the Import ASCII tile' option. 
Unfortunately this feature is only available 
on Mini Office Professional Plus, the 
upgraded version, available from 
Database (confusingly the name of the 
company!) on 0625 878888. 
Unfortunately, because there were 
several bugs in this program which are 
being put right; no doubl Database can 
advise you on the latest position. 



Boxing shorts 



H 




Some tips for 9512 owners. 

1. When using bold to enhance a word, 

change to the next pitch up to prevent the 

letters being too cramped. So, if in pitch 12, press [+] P 10 
[ENTER] before and [-] P after; if in pitch 10, the normal pitch on a 
9512, press [+] P17D [ENTER] before and [-] P after. 
2. Neat boxes can be printed out by the following sequence of 
codes. You can copy it into a phrase for B to save time if you need a 
lot of them. That vertical line is on the keyboard near the L 
[-] LS [+] P 15 [ENTER] [SPACE] [+] P 12 [ENTER] [+] UL [SPACE] 
[SPACE] [-] UL [-] P [RETURN] [+] LSO [ENTER] | [SPACE] | 
[RETURN] [-] LS [+] P 15 [ENTER] [SPACE] [+] P 12 [ENTER] [+] 
UL [SPACE] [SPACE] [-] UL [-] P [RETURN] 
It looks a mess on screen, but prints out beautifully! 
David Harry, Solihull, West Midlands 



Ha reconnendation uas:- 

(-LSpace) <*P i tchlS) (tPi tchl2) (♦UL) _ (-UL) (-P itch) 
(tLSpaceO)l I 
-LSpace)(*PitchlS) (♦Pitchl2) (♦UL)_(-UL) (-Pitch) To wait for further 



My recommenda t ion was:- 

to wait for further development 

to accept the present occlusion 

extractions:- □ only Q as an interce pt Ive measure 

renovabl ? appl i driers in:- □ one arch □ both arches 

fixed appliances in:- □ one arch □ both arches 

functional appl lances 

surgery to 



I looks a mess on screen, but prints out fine. (It doesn't work on an 8512 or 8256. by the way.) 



Depressing news 



n 




In the March Tipoffs, Mike Bradbury 
wanted to know how to check if a key has 
been released, rather than pressed, as with INKEY$ 
I or INPUTS. This routine sets up and demonstrates a function 
USR(O) which is if and only if no key is currently pressed, including 
keys like [SPACE], [DEL] but not [STOP]. Just run the program and 
press some keys I 

5 c$=CHR$ (27) +"H" : PRINT CHR$(27)t"E" 

10 DATA 54,5d,f3,3e,83,d3,f0,af,21,f0,3f,06 

20 DATA 0b,b6,23,10,fc,12,3e,84,d3,f0,fb,c9 

30 h-HIMEM : MEMORY INT (HIMEM - 25) : DEF OSR ■ HIMEM+1 40 FOR a*-l 

TO 24 : READ aS ! POKE HIMEM+ai, VAL ("SH"+aSI : NEXT 

50 IF USR(0)oo THEN PRINT c$;"tey depressed" ; : ELSE PRINT c$;"key 

released " ; 

60 GOTO 50 

Keith Simons, Cheadle, Cheshire 



TIPOFFS 



Error terror 



gj 



Disc error messages 
don't always mean your 
disc is corrupted - so 
before you start 
panicking when the PCW beeps 
and refuses to acknowledge a 
disc, check the following list! 
MISSING ADDRESS MARKS 
Usually just means you've put 
the disc in the B drive on an 



851 2, or any drive on a 951 2, the 
wrong way round. ERROR: 
OPEN FILE 

NONRECOVERABLE (filename) 
Same thing in BASIC. ERROR: 
DISK WRITE NO DATA BLOCK 
(filename) Not enough room on 
the disc to copy a file when 
using PIP - make some space 
and try again, 
Kathleen Axe, 
Birmingham 



Mac to PCW 



SYou seem to be wrong in 
suggesting that the only 
way to transfer files 
between PCWs and 
Apple Macs is by cable. A PCW 
with a 3.5 inch drive fitted can 
use Moonstone's '2in1' software 
to read and write discs in IBM PC 
format. I gather there also exists 
comparable software to let Macs 
read and write IBM discs. 
Andrew Gibbons, 
London 

8000 PLUS: Yes and no: it's 
possible, but we tried it and have 
found it expensive and unreliable 



at the Mac end. Anyway, 
Moonstone is on 041 941 3120 
and the software costs £25; a 3.5 
inch drive costs £140 from the 
same place; a special board - not 
software - fitted to the Mac that 
will let the drive read IBM format 
discs costs several hundred 
pounds if you can find one (try 
Evesham Micros on 0386 765500) 
or alternatively a new Mac SE can 
automatically read and write to 
IBM format discs (prices on 
application from an Apple dealer in 
your Yellow Pages). Compare this 
with the cable-and-comms method 
that can cost you just £60 (the 
RS232 for the PCW) and needs no 
modification ol the Mac. 



En block 



H 



Two quick tips on block 
use in LocoScript. 1 ) 
The first time you type 
the day's date, copy it to 
a block. (Cursor to the start, 
press [COPY], cursor to the end, 
press [COPY] again, then press 
the number to store it under). 
From now on [PASTE] then the 
number you saved it under brings 
the date back up - until you 
switch off, which will be at the 
end of the day, when the date 
should be wiped anyway. 



LocoFile users may find 9 a 
better number to store it under 
than as LocoFile offers block 
to save material into, making it 
easy to overwrite by mistake. 2) 
Use COPY rather than CUT 
when doing block operations - 
or, in fact, when deleting 
anything more than a letter. Then 
merely by pressing [PASTE] and 
the number you copied into, you 
have a sort of 'undo' facility to 
reverse any mistakes you make. 
David Addis, 
Theale, 
Reading 



Ring of confidence 

■T3B LocoScript 2's excellent 
|4Jk] range lacks one 
LVrJ important character - a 
^^9 telephone. Here's the 
pattern for making one using 
LocoChar. When putting it in a 
document make it big by putting 
[+JPPSD before and [-] after. 
Philip Bailey, 
Kilmarnock 



tee I I ent 


Range 


of s- 
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« To 


save 


But 


fear not, 


Loco( 



LocoChar v3.0 

* 1389 Loconotive SofUare 



-iHtiawnp- 



User Character » 
Character Umber: 17 



PS Uidth 
Character 
Accent 

-*ra(t- 



36 Cols 

HIGH 

HIGH 



••♦•♦•♦'♦•♦•••«•♦ •«'«"0 
•♦•♦••••♦•♦•♦••••••♦•♦•0 

♦ •♦ ♦•# «'t0 

*-* •-♦-♦-♦ •-♦O 

* ♦ 6 

••••♦•••♦••♦■•♦•♦•♦••"0 
■••♦••♦•'♦•♦■♦••♦••♦•"« 

■•♦'♦■♦'♦ ♦•♦•♦••••0 

••♦•'••♦ ♦•♦•■••■0 

..».».»....«...,«.».«. ,o 
••♦•'♦••"♦•♦••■•♦••♦••0 

--*-* 1 1-»--0 

"♦••♦ «"»"0 

•'••♦•••♦■♦•♦•♦•♦•♦'♦••O 

- 

oooooooooooooooooooooooo 

0O0OO0O00OOO0O0O0O0O0OO0 



•♦•♦•••♦•♦■0 

♦•■•♦•••••♦« 
" >■♦■«'♦■« 

■♦•■•■♦ •■: 

•♦•♦••■♦■••0 

< I I . 
-*-*-*-*-* -o 

-♦-♦-♦-♦-♦-« 

000000000*00 



• ■WO" 



It's lor you: a pattern lor a telephone in the 
character definition program LocoChar 
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TIPOFFS 



Stock answer 



HHere is how to print out 
the graphs in 
'Stockmarket' when 
using a dot matrix printer 
connected to the parallel interface 
on your PCW 9512. 

Copy DEVICE.COM on to 
the Stockmarket work disc. (Do 
this by inserting the CP/M disc 
and typing PIP[RETURN]. At 
the ' type 

M:=A:DEVICE.COM[RETURN]. 
When it's finished insert the 
Stockmarket disc and type 
A:=M:DEVICE.COM[RETURN]. 



What's a foot 



a 



It's possible to use 

LocoMail to 

automatically number 

things in a document in 
sequence for you - invaluable 
for footnotes. (This is described 
in the '8000 Plus Tips Collection' 
advertised in the Special Offers 
pages of 8000 Plus). 

But if you don't have 
LocoMail you can still just about 
do it. Wherever you want a 
reference number to appear, put 
[+]SR [+]P17 [ENTER] [+] B * 
[•] B [-] P [-] SR - it saves time if 
you put this lot into a phrase. 
Before printing out, go to 
the start of the document and 
press [FIND]. Give ' as the 
character to find. Go through 
pressing [FIND] [RETURN] 
erasing the ' and replacing with 
consecutive numbers. 
Ian Ridley, 
Bracknell, Berkshire 



Fiddling the accounts 

All Last month there was a 
|jjJk] useful accounts routine 
LwJ m LocoMail on page 73 
^kS ("A good account of 
himself). Unfortunately I think 
you missed out two [RETURNJs, 
both in the third screen shot. So 
anyone who can't get their's to 
work should insert a [RETURN] in 
each of the following two places: 

1 . After (Unit) and before 
#ano=no:<:quit=0:again=0 

2. After (Unit) and before #cont= 
1:<:stop=0:(-Mail)etc. 

Alan Dawson, 
Stroud, Gloucester 

8000 PLUS: Sorry - in squeezing the 
screen shot to fit the space it appears 
that two (blank) lines were oil out 
Our apologies to all those who couldn't 
get it to work. 



Then press [STOP].) 

Then edit the PROFILE.SUB 
file and add the line DEVICE 
LST:=PAR to the end. (Do this by 
inserting the CP/M disc and 
typing BASIC RPED[RETURN]. 
When the next screen appears 
insert the Stockmarket disc and 
select Edit' giving PROFILE.SUB 
as the file to edit. Use the cursors 
and add the line at the bottom. 
[EXIT] to save). 

Now the program self-starts 
and automatically directs all 
output to the dot matrix. 
John Chapman, 
Monmouth, Gwent 



Make a stand 

F71H Worried by the price 
fc^4N oi printer stands 7 A 
J M I I cheap vegetable rack 
^™^B such as the ones from 
Argos for E9 work just as well, 
giving you a place to put all your 
paper. Put a piece of chipboard 
on top for the printer and cut a 
slot to feed the continuous 
paper through. 
Jerome Perkins, 
London 



Scale modelling 

EWhat is the Scale 
Pitch in LocoScript 2 
used for? All it appears 
to do is vary the 
effective line length. 
Eric Revill. 
Conwy, Gwynedd 

8000 PLUS: What it does is to change 
the pitch ol the ruler line you see at the 
top ol the screen. In scale pitch 12, 12 
spaces in the ruler line at the top 
represent one inch. In scale pitch 17,17 
spaces represent an inch, and so on. 
To avoid mess on screen, you 
should always set the scale pitch to be 
the same as the main pitch ol the layout 
1(18] when setting up your layout). 



An example should show why. 
Suppose your scale pitch is 12 and 
you've set tabs 12 spaces apart (i.e. one 
inch). But your text is entered in pitch 1 7 
(lor a narrow personal organiser page, 
perhaps). You can get up to 16 
characters between tab stops, but on 
screen LocoScript can't cram them all 
into the 12 spaces it has between tab 
stops in the ruler line, leaving a bit ol a 
mess: see the top screen shot 

II, however, you make your layout 
have scale pitch 1 7 (the tab stops are 
now 1 7 spaces apart - still an inch apart, 
because ol the new scale pitch) then the 
layout has more room to breathe 
and the mess relieves itself (see the 
screen shot at the bottom). 

Both print out exactly the same. 



"(+Pitchi7)' 
North Hunberside 



North Hunberside David Snith 0482 987177 

Leeds John MacDonald 0433 746737 

Bradford Mick Hallis-Kay 0577 472828 



With the ruler line set in Scale Pilch 1 2 but the text in 17 pitch, the labs are a right mess... 



(+Pitchl7) 

North Hunberside David Snith 



Leeds 
Bradford 



David Snith 0482 987177 

John MacDonald 0432 746737 
Mick Hallis-Kay 0577 472828 



...but with the ruler line in Scale Pitch 17. things look much better 



RSXtremely misleading 



HLast month you 
published a tip by Lloyd 
Davis on how to load 
program code into 
common memory using LDIR. 
This will not work for all programs 
and was exactly what the original 
requester for help said he didn't 
want! The only way round the 
problem is to write an RSX 
(Resident System Extention); 



these are automatically loaded 
into common memory. 
Peter Daniels, 
Geoff Williams and others 

8000 PLUS: Details can be lound in the 
book The Amslrad CP/M Plus by Powys- 
Ubbe and Clarke (MML Systems). Or try 
the book PCW Machine Code' available 
Irom various suppliers such as MJ 
Supplies on 0462 432897. 



Making a hash of it 



§1 



To get rid of a menu 
that appears on screen 
in LocoScript just press 
the 'hash' key (number 
2 in the keypad down on the 
bottom right). They disappear 
by themselves after a few 
seconds but this is useful for 
impatient types! 
Ian Chisnall, 
Bolton 



Drop me a line 



Hit is possible to get 
Pretext to print at 8 lines 
per inch (instead of the 6 
per inch it selects by 
default) by using the command 
>OC 27,48. But when you come 
to print out, even if you make the 
page length 80 by the command 
>PL 80. the printer insists on 
stopping after 72 linesl Is there a 
way round this? 
WB Broughton, 
Colchester, Essex 

8000 PLUS: Not that I can see. apart 
Irom the tedious one: when the printer 
stops, press [PTR-J and then [■] (to 
deselect Waiting lor paper'). The printer 
then prints the last eight lines to the 
bottom, ejects the page and waits tor a 



new sheet as normal. To reselect 6 lines 
per inch use the command >OC 27,50 

It is ol course theoretically possible 
in Protext to select any line spacing 
you like with the command >OC 27,51, n 
or >0C 27,65,m where n is the number 
ol216lhs of an inch you want the lines 



apart, or m the number ol 72nds ol an 
inch. The page length should be 
adjusted accordingly ol course: e.g. with 
>OC 27.65,3 you get 24 lines per inch, 
andwHhH2/3 inch single sheet M paper 
you would select something like >PL 256 
or whatever. 



— This is normal 

line spacing <6/in) 

And this is 

S lines per inch, 

while the next. . . 

is 24 per inch 



Protext can pnnt 
out at virtually any 
line spacing you 
wish: shame about 
the end ol page 
problems though. II 
you want to print a 
sheetolA4at24 
lines to the inch, 
you're in for a lot ot 
waiting lor paper'. 



70 8000 PLUS May 90 



for business 

up to 96 categories 

up to 4 VAT rates 



AUTOMATE YOUR PETTY CASH 



FORGET THE LARGE BOOKS 



Monthly, period and annual printouts. 



£55 incl p & p 

Specify 8000 or 9000 Series 



Pecwy Software 
73 Ledbury Road 
London W11 2AG 
Tel: 01-727-0909 



PROPERTYDATA 

An easy to use database for 
Estate Agents. 

£15.00incP&P. 

Send SAE for facts sheet: 






Appropriate Technology 
42 Enfield Street 
Beeston 
Notts NG9 1DL 



HD DESIGN CLIP ART FOR DTP 



HO? DESKTOP MAGIC: Parted Hi" ol graphics »nctu*ng flogs 

cals. buildings cars advertising a>fls electronic components 

portraits plus a special border making ton) 90 designs (or Kims and 

borders 

NB HD« A HD? ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR THE DESKTOP 

PUBLISHER FORMAT SEE CLIP PACK 

HD3 IMAGE KIT: 44 Larger graphics including steam trains 

butWIies cannons sp-tlires crest plaque samurai and many 

more 

HD4 POSTER KIT: Comprises ot tow sels W cul ano paste letters 

enabling you lo produce posters w<th reduced stepping includes a 

set of outline ofde engltsh letters ideal tor designing your own 

illuminated characters Plus ready made s-jns lor 'airs Fetes ana 

Sa«s 

HDS PAGE MAGIC: Outline figures mclud^g olftce workers soccer 

players cncketers tennis players children and portraits Plus a 

selection ot noeo fligilized images (some o» LooJon) and 14 ready 

made decwative frames Over fO graphics on one disc HD6 CARTOON FUN AVAILABLE NOW" 

HD6 CAHTOON FUN. 35 Cartoons mciudVig chei. vicars dogs cats, scout gmde oty gent a selection or lacaJ expressions 

nevveader bewdnnker heroes and many more Our most popular d>sc to date 

CLIP PACK: A selechon ol ?80 graphics from HD1 & HD2 formatted in GRF for the Desktop Publisher 

DISCS C 1 3 50 EACH INCLUDING PAP 

WE STOCK DISCS FORMATTED FOR MICRODESIGN II, STOP PRESS NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL AND THE 
DE5KT0P PUBLISHER PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH DTP SOFTWARE YOU ARE USING WHEN PLACING AN ORDER 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION SHEET ^^^^ 

HI)I)HSI(;N.3R(H\l)THORNWAV.\\()KIN(i,SlRKK^ OC2I3QN, F 

TELEPHONE MUK67) 81394 ™™ 




J & H Training 

Interested in Computer Training? 

1 Day Courses available on 

Word Processing, Database, 

Spreadsheet, plus more 

Training on Amstrad computers 

For details contact Julie or Helen 

Tel 0709 873359 Fax 0709 760088 

11 Fit z william Avenue, Wath-on-Dearne, 

Rotherham S.Yorks S63 7HN 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

'Interesting solution thoughtfully designed' says 8000 Plus 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter ot a square 
metre ol floor space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high. 41 cm wide 
and beautitully finished in 
durable red. white or black 
lacquer, the unit comes to 
you as a flat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT £5.25 and P8P El 70 
TOTAL £44.95 



TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque lof £44.95 
together with you' name and address 
and choice ol colou' red white or black lo 




<&&* 



COM-STAX LTD, FREEPOST. LONDON. SW5 OBR 
Tel: 071 244 8292 

Please allow ?8 dari '°* fl'i'rf'i The Com SUi is a Codiujm design Patent a?oi<ed io> 



please Quote 8 




A Complete 

Service in 

Computers & 

Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staffordshire,WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



Locoscript 2 £24.00 

Locoscript 2 + Locospell 2 ..£33.00 

Locospefl2 £18.70 

Locomail 2 £27.00 

Locofont £17.50 

Locofont2 £13.00 

24 Pin Drivers 8256/8512. .£21.00 

24 Pin Drivers 9512 £21.00 

Tasword 8000 £17.95 

Tasspcll 8000 £1 1.95 

New Word II £74.95 



Desktop Publishing Graphics 



AMX Mouse £55.00 

AMX Stop Press £36.40 

AMX Stop Press + Mouse. ...£70.00 

AMX Desktop + Mouse £62.00 

Desktop Publisher + Mouse. .£62.00 

Master Scan + Paint £67.00 

Micro Design II £47.95 



Integrated Packages 



Mini Office Professional £29.95 

Plan It £15.00 



Databases 



Masterfllc 8000 £30.00 

Datastorc II £27.00 

LocolUc 8256/8512 £27.00 

Locorl!c9512 £27 00 

Locoflle . Locomall £46.00 

Al Last Plus £24 95 

D-BASE II .£69.95 



Utilities & Program Development 



Dalafax .£32 95 

Easy Labellcr 8256/8512 £29 00 

Easy Labeller95l2 £29.00 

Hlsort Pascal 80 £32.95 

Hlsoft DevpacBO .£32.95 

Hlsofl Knifes Plus £16.95 

Super Type £19.95 



Spreadsheets 



Supercalc 2 £52 00 

Cracker II £39.00 



Accounting 



Accounts Plus £102 00 

Popular Accounts £69.00 

Invoicing £48.00 

Payroll £48 00 

Money Manager PCW £34.95 

Personal Tax Planner £18.95 

Stockmarkel £29.95 

SUA Cash £45 00 



Just a selection from our vast range of computer software. 

All goods sent within 24 hours. 

All Prices Include vat and Delivery 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: 

"Miles Better Software" 

Access/Visa orders please phone 

for immediate dispatch. 

Visitors Welcome. 



External Disc Drives 

8256, 8512 & 9512 External Drive B Disc Driven 

3.5" Drives in quality heavy steel cases, grey texture finished. £90 
5.25" Drives in grey texture finished steel cases. £95 

Add A Third Drive To A Twin Drive PCW 

As above but with additional switched cabling which allows the 
Drive to be selected as an alternative Drive B. 

3.5" £105 5.25" £110 

Easy to fit - all plug in - full year's guarantee - 
7 day money back if not satisfied - prices include P&P and VAT. 
Disks 5.25" £5 for 10 Disks 3.5' £9 for 10 

PINBOARD COMPUTERS 
Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, 
London Road, 
BALDOCK SG7 6HP ana 

Tel: 0462 894410 ^_ 



PCW PUBLIC DOMAIN 

FROM £1.65 PER VOLUME 



The Best of the Public Domain 

A huge range of excellent and tested P.D. software for everv 

purpose. Languages, utilities, databases, games, text editors 

and much more. Fully documented. 

Installing CP/M Software 

The definitive guide to software installation on CP/M 

machines. Comes with all necessary software. 

£5.00 on your disc. Only £8.00 on ours. 

Format Translation and Disc Salvage 

We probably offer the cheapest and best service there is. 

All prices include VAT and postage 

For FREE catalogue, please send a S.A.E. to 



PCW Software Library 

11, Older Way, Angmering, 

Sussex, BN16 4HQ. 




FOR 
MICRO DESIGN 1 - FUET St. EDITOR 
DESKTOP PUBLISHER ft STOP PRESS 

ON 3 DISC FOR THE PCW 
(STATE DESKTOP FORMAT REQUIRED! 



75 GRAPHICS FOR £9-99 



AGB ILLUSTRATIONS 

5 Queens Drive, Prestwich, 
Manchester. M25 8HQ 



tJ 



Bradway Software (8P) 



LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



The most versatile PCW ulilily yel lor designing and printing your own business & personal 
stationery, letterheads, receipts, orders, labels, posters etc Create the design on screen, 
select the required tormai & print all the copies you need 

• Library o' 1 5 different fonts and the integral font editor "All characters proportionally 
spaced m a choice of 81 sizes 'Screen windows may be mversed. scrolled & erased 

• Enclose any area in a box o' any thickness 'Graphics lines, arcs, circles & shade for logo 
design 'Icon editor lor easy inclusion ot symbols "Print headings in a choice ol 18 
sizes "Design labels to 4" i 2" in size "Price E18 00 



WORDFINDER 



A| last help lor all you crossword ana word game enthusiasts' WordFmder gives you on tine 
access to a large vocabulary to aid those laded memory cells 

• 19.000 unique words '5.000 proper names "Word lengths of 3- 12 characters 

• Search by word skeleton eg g-y "Simple retrieval ot plurals. ad|ectives & adverbs 'Superb 
anagrammer input more letters than target or less letters than target (lor Scrabble cheats) 
'Addlib utility to add eitra words to the dictionary 'Price El 3 00 

Prices include P&P within Europe. Please add £2 per program world wide airmail postage 

"Hillsetl ". Upper Padley, Grindlelord, Sheffield. S30 1JA 

Phone (0433) 30799 



WORLDWIDE 



SOFTWARE 



106AChilwellRoad 


Tel 


Beeslon 


0602 


Nottingham 


252113 


NG9 1ES 


(24 hrs) 



Tel 


106A Chilwell Road 


0602 


Beeston 


252113 


Nottingham 


(24 hrs) 


NG9 1ES 



Fax No.: 0602 430477 

All prices include VAT and 1st Class Post in the UK. 
Export. Government and Education orders welcome. 



3D Cyrus 2 Chess £14 95 

AMX Mouse; Desktop Publisher £58.95 

Brian Clough Football £14.95 

Bridge Player 2000 £11.95 

Bridge Player 2150 £2195 

Business Controller (Digital £59.95 

Classic Games 4 £1495 

ClockChess88 £1195 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13 50 

Colossus Chess 4 £13 50 

Datastore2 £33.95 

Graham Gooch Cricket £14 95 

Hi Soli C £38.95 

Hi Soli Forth £14.95 

Hi Soil Kmle Plus ...., „._.., £14.95 

Locoscript II . Locospell £32 95 

Locolile £28.95 

Locoscnpt 2 £22.95 

Mastertile 8000 £32.95 

Maslerpack (Masterpaint . Masterscani £58.95 

Mini Otlice Prolessional Plus £3300 

Money Manager Plus £28 95 

Payroll (Digital . „ £29.95 

Payroll Plus (Digital .... . £69 95 
Personal Tan Planner . .£21.95 

Prospell £22 95 



Protext £49.95 

Scapeghosl £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Small Business Accounts (Cash! £69 95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13 50 

Supercalc2 £59 95 

Supertype2 .. £12 99 

TaspnntSOOO £12.99 

Tassign £24 99 

Tasspell 8000 £13.99 

Tasword 8000 . £19 95 

Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator! £14 95 

Trivial Pursuit £14.95 

PCW Challenge (Compilation) £12.99 

(Air Combat Emulator. Sky War. Formula 1 
Strip Poker) 

Educalional 
Better Maths (12-16 Yrs| £12 99 

Better Spelling (9-14 Yrsl £12 99 

Magic Maths £12 99 

Malhs Mania (812 Yrsl £12.99 

World Wise ,.. £1299 



10 xCF2 Maxell Disk 
ONLY £19.50 



Please make Cheques and Postal Orders Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 



PCW SUPPLIES 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



MULTISTRIKE 
1-11 12* 



NYLON 
1-11 12. 



PCW8256/8512 
PCW9512 



£3.10 £2.75 £2.60 £2.35 
£2.20 £1.99 £2.20 £1.99 



PCW 9512 PRINT WHEELS £5.25 EACH 

COURIER 10, PRESTIGE PICA 10. RECTOR 10. ORATOR 10 

MINI GOTHIC 15. LETTER GOTHIC 10/12. PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

SCRIPT 12. THESIS 

3" MAXELL CF2 DISKS £1.79 EACH 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 



PCW 8256/8512 

PCW9512 

CLEANHEAD 



CLEANING RIBBON £5.00 

CLEANING RIBBON £4.50 

3" CLEANING DISK £5.00 



PROFESSIONAL ACOUSTIC HOODS 
UP TO 95% NOISE REDUCTION 

PCW9512 WITHOUT CUT SHEET FEED £85 
PCW9512 WITH CUT SHEET FEED £109 

FREE CARRIAGE - JUST ADD VAT @ 15% 



NOVATEC H) 



PAYMENT BY CHEQUE PO 
ACCESS OR VISA 

136 HIGHLAND ROAD tmt 

Sn u t t s hs p e o A 4 9 nh (0705)822911 



TIP0FF3 





Reading, writing and arithmetic 


■P7H Can 1 read and write 


on the B drive olyour 8512 can be 


|mJ| discs belween mv 8512. 


edited on either the 9512 or the B drive 


LVH running LocoScrip! 1 , 


ol the 8512. 


^^9 ana my yblil, running 


II you have an 8256. there is a 


LocoScript 2? 


limitation. II a disc has been formatted on 


JA Street, 


an 8256. the 9512s drive can only read 


Bristol 


it. not write to it; and the 8256 cannot 


8000 PLUS: Ves. but vou need two 


read a 9512 disc. This means you can 


copies ol LocoScript 2 - one lor your 


copy liles from your 8256 to the M drive 


9512 (which you already have) and one 


ol the 9512 and thence to a 9512 disc, 


lor your 85 12 (which you must buy lor 


but cannot copy anything Irom the 9512 


£25 from Locomotive Software on 


to the 8256. However Three Inch 


0306 740606). 


Software's rescue kit, £9.95 Irom them 


All your LocoScript 1 liles will be 


on 01 546 2754, will enable your 9512 to 


converted the first time you edit them 


lormat a disc that can be read and written 


under Loco 2. Thereafter any files saved 


by both 8256 and 9512. 



Double value 



n 



You can get a double 
underlining effect in 
LocoScript by using the 
= signs and a bit of 
cunning. 

Before the headline put [+] 
LP 8 [ENTER]. Type the headline 
and [RETURN]. Then type as 
many = signs as letters in the 
headline. End the line with [+] LS 



[ENTER] [RETURN]. 

Make the next line start with 
[+] P 1 7 [ENTER], then a space, 
then [-] P. Then type as many = 
signs as in the headline again (it 
may look better with one less). 
Finish with [-] LS [-] LP 
[RETURN] and carry on as 
normal. 
Ian Chisnall, Bolton 



(+LPitch8)IN CASE OF FIRE 
=============== (+LSpaceO) 

(+Pitchl7) (-Pitch)========== 



=====(-LSpace) (-LPitch) 



1. Shout "Fire, fire". 

Z. Run about in circles waving your arms 



Bit complicated on screen.. 



IN CASE OF FIRE 



1. Shout "Fire, fire". 

2. Run about in circles waving vour arms 



. .but looks doubly smart on the pnntoul 



M for mystery 

|E7H When using LocoScript 
1^1 my PCW shows 368K 
LVVJ available in drive M. 
^a But in CP/M, using 
SuperCalc, it only shows 112K 
in M - why? 
Jim Adamson, 
Sedgwick, 
Cumbria 

8000 PLUS . Very strange; simply some 
loose connection I suppose, but why it 
loots CP/M and not Loco I've no idea. 
Rather than poking about yourself it's 
probably best to contact your friendly 
local computer shop. 



Colour my world 



n 



You can make discs 
easier to pick out from 
the piles on your desk 
by colour-coding them. 

Small coloured stickers are 

available from 

stationers and 

can be put on 

the spine of 

the discs - green 

for LocoScript data 

discs, red for startup discs, 

yellow for games and so on. 

Ian Chisnall, 

Bolton 




Life times 



■7XH I seem to remember 
jjA| reading about a game 

^VrJ hidden on the LocoScrip! 
^^3 disc somewhere called 
'Life'. Can you tell me about it? 
Mrs J Ba me. 
Birmingham 

8000 PLUS : It isn't a game so 
much as a sort of computerised 
fishtank. It's a simple biological 
simulation of the way bacteria 
breed. It's often hidden in 
computer systems as a sort of 
joke by programmers and it's in 
MAIL232. COM on your systems 
disc somewhere. 

The simulation works like 
this. You specify where the 
bacteria are to start . Then they 
breed (if there are close enough 
together) . They can die (of 



loneliness if one is alone or of 
overcrowding (if there are three 
together). Each generation 
passes and finally you end up 
with stable repeating patterns. 

Here's how to 'play' it. Start 
up CP/M. (On an 8256 or 8512 
now insert your LocoScript disc). 
Type MAIL232[RETURN]. Wait 
for the screen to clear and press 
[13]. Move the cursor down to the 
last option 'Transfer as ASCII' 
and press [EXTRAjP 

The screen goes blank apart 
from a cursor. Now you can set 
up the bacteria pattern. Use the 
arrow keys to move the cursor 
and press [RETURN] where a 
bacterium is to go. Another 
[RETURN] deletes a bacterium. 
Once ready, press [SPACE] and 
watch the generations roll by... 



Securing the locks 



g 



In February's Tipoffs 
(page 73) you published 
a BASIC rouiine that 
automatically selects 
'numeric lock' in which letters 
come out as capitals (abc as 
ABC) but numbers as numbers 
(123 as 123) postcode fashion". 
Here is the same routine but 
which selects 'caps lock' (i.e. abc 
as ABC and 123 as !"£). 



10 FOR a=59 TO 72 : READ b : POKE 

a,b : NEXT 

20 capslock=59 : CALL capslock 

30 DATA 1,32,4,205,90,252,221,0, 

205,90,252,218,0,201 

unsetting the lock is achieved by 
POKE 61 ,0 : CALL capslock or 
by normal keypresses. 

To make this set numeric 
lock instead, change the 4 in line 
30 to 16. 
EP Morgan, 
Sheffield 



M for more safety 



n 



It's a good idea to work 
on files in the M drive, 
and copy them to disc 
when you've finished an 
edit. This is not only faster than 
working on disc, especially with 
saving and continuing, but it 
prevents the possibility of losing 
your work if the disc decides to 



corrput itself while you're working 
on the file (it has happened to 
me twice). So long as you make 
regular copies to disc you won't 
have to worry about power 
failures losing everything in M. 
Hazel Norrie, 
Irvine, 
Ayrshire 



Putting on the pounds 



K"^l How on earth can I get 
|y^| a sign lo orint out in 

Lwj SuperCalc' All I can 
■kJS gel are ft marks Why' 

David Lester, 

London 

8000 PLUS: The contusion arises 
because computers, although invented 
in the UK, were developed in the US 
where they don't have a £ sign. When 
the Americans came to make a code to 
represent all letters and characters, 
they got all the alphabet (a is 97, bis 98 
and so on) but lorgol about the £, which 
has to share the same code as the hash 



sign. Therefore confusion can arise 
depending on whether a program is set to 
interpret that code in the American way. 
as tt, or in the British way, as £. 

Anyway, to get £ signs printed out in 
SuperCalc. and not tt marks, here is what 
to do. When you are printing out you will 
go through a sequence like 
/Output.Display.AII. then the choices are 
P lor print or S lor setup. Choose S, and 
then type [EXIT] R3 [RETURN] 

The last menu is returned, and you 
can now press P lor print. This has set up 
the UK character set, and you should now 
see £s not Us on the screen. 
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^"THURSTON TECHNIQUES 



FoneMale - 706K disc. Includes the FoneMaic LocoFile for Personal and Business records (o 
merge with many pre-dcsigned LocoMail files [hal automatically produce label and lisl options for 
you. LocoFile of National telephone codes and exchanges with Merge List options. Diary. 5 year 
calendar, appointment diaries etc. For 8512/9512. 

XWorder - For compiling crosswords in LocoScript I or 2. All PCWs. 20 choices of crossword 
grids and accompanying clue numbering. Includes a £20 PRIZE Cryptic Crossword compiled by 



Brian Thurston. 







*** LOCOSCRIPT USERS •* * 

A 706K disc of 133 files comprising over 700 Options for the PCW8512. 

Includes LocoMail* and LocoChar features and all files described below. 

|"a showcase lor the features of LocoScript" cWithAPCW Sept '87 
•extremely professional, a worthwhile purchase" Your Amstrad PCW Dec '87 
'excellent, instructions are precise and well presented" APCW Mag Aug '87 
"no locoscripter should be without one" 8000 Plus June '89. 



TempDisc8.2 £19.95 



Locoscript 

Correspondence 

Courses. Please send 

large S. A. E. for syllabus 

and registration form. 



A Double Density disc with 133 files (706k) for LocoScript 2. It 

includes LocoMail" and LocoChar features. All Discs ordered direct are personalised. 

♦ GENERAL: Lifetime diary - (to yr 21001), 2 yr calendar, agenda, minutes, 5 label choices', envelopes' (Inc. 
1st Class, AirMail. Private. Personal etc), disc labels, menu, order form, organiser/planner templates, 
compliments, choice of 13 instant letterheads. 

♦ FINANCE & FIGUREWORK: Invoices', statement', calculator', spreadsheet layouts', metric convenor tile', 
payment advice', annual statement of account, sales and purchases books. 

♦ WRITERS: Authors, script layouts lor film, TV and stage. Crossword layout. 

♦ LISTS & FORMS: School marking chart, weekly diary. Inventory, appointment diary, shipping doc, production 
schedule, personal tile, c.v„ will, template with 9 choices of vertical lined layouts (simply add your own 
headings) Pedigree Chart. 

♦ SOCIAL & SPORTS: Star signs, family tree, automatic fixture lists', KO draw and chart', first day cover", 
tickets', party invitations, league tables, apology for abysmal behaviour at a party, screen-art and d.i.v., New 
LocoChar Artset. 

♦ LOCOSCRIPT FILES: Template. Std with prepared Stock Layouts. Pitch guide, Settings. Std with 10 preset 
choices, ingenious use ol Phrases. Std files. 

♦ CHRISTMAS: Cards, New envelopes with Christmas designs, bordered greetings, Christmas header and 
these Christmas LocoCharacters. 

a& ± te X< fR W WM <? . fr la) ct> £fc *f5 

Other versions (with file variations) of TempDisc: 

tor LocoScript 1 . TempDisc 1 dbl sided drive A £17 95 

for LocoScript 2 • TempDisc 2 - dbl sided drive A _..„ £17.95 

PCW 9512 owners TempDisc 9 - dbl density drive A £19.95 

TempDisc Upgrades £7.50. Updates £6. 5 1/4" drive B dir.c versions available 



Temp Mate (Design Copyright Sept 1986) 

MARGINS, TABULATION AND LINE POSITIONING 

Get them right first time! 

Suitable for all word processing. Versions lor all character pitch sizes, tor 
'Landscape' printing and mini planner TempMates. PCW 8256/8512 users 
should ask for the Standard version. Place the grid over your lorm or 
letterhead and correct positions lor Margins. Tabulation and Lines are clearly 
indicated. It's so simple it doesn't need further explanation! 
"like many simple things extremely useful" BBC CEEFAX. 

"excellent" Comp. WAPCW Sept 1987. "wonderfully simple Idea" 

Your APCW Jan 1 987. 
"excellent, there are a number ol word processing aids of this kind on the 
market but this is the best I have seen" APCW Aug 1987. 
'right place first time think ol all those trees you could save" 8000 Plus Dec 1986. 

WORD PROCESSING RULER 
The Page Boy word processing ruler Is a clear PVC ruler which measures 
characters per inch at 17, 15. 12, 10, 5 (10d). 6 & 7 1/2 and. lines per inch at 
5. 6. 7 1/2 and 8. It also includes a centimetre line and the '10' line doubles as 
an inch measure. In total it has 13 options. 

TT PATIENCE - Solo Card Games 
Six games of playing card patience. YAPCW said "ingenious and highly 
addictive" Top marks Irom 8000 Plus for "addictiveness". Includes an 
emergency 'cover-up' in case the milkman interrupts you! 

The Writer's Disc for LocoFile Users 
WordDisc A 706K disc Templates tor authors and lor stage. TV. and film 
script writers with SYNONYMS file ol over 39.000 words. 

TempMate _ £4.95 TT Patience £14,95 

Page Boy £2.45 WordDisc £15.95 

TempMate & Page Boy £6.45 'New XWORDER £14.95 

2 TempMates £7.00 'NewFONEMATE £15.95 

Quantity and trade pnees on request. Rotail. schools and local authority enquines wolcome 
All pnees include VAT and UK Post and Packing 48 hour despatch 



o 



Thurston Techniques 

Thurston House 

18 Danby Terrace 

Exmouth, Devon EX8 1QS 

Fax or Telephone 0395 277496 




INBUSINESS PCW from cavalier software 



8 Lausanne Road, London, SE15 2HU 

The complete integrated stock control, invoicing and full 

CAVALIER accounting system for the AMSTRAD PCW. Suitable for 

SOFTWARE retailers, wholesalers, builders, accountants and almost 

any other small business 



PO BOX 32, LONDON 
SE15 2HS 



INBUSINESS MENU 



A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 



Simple Invoicing 

Stock Control 

Retail Stock Control & Labels 

Order Processing & Invoicing 

Customer/Supplier Database 

Nominal Ledger 

Retail Cash Accounting 
H. Sales Ledger 
I. Purchase Ledger 
J. Period-end Accounting & Audit 
K. Report Generator 
L. Contract Accounting 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR SELECTION 



Simple Invoicing 
INSTOCK II 
INTACT II 
Report Generator 
INBUSINESS PCW 
Contract Accounts 



PRICES (including VAT) 



(menu options A & E) 34 95 

(menu options B to E) 74 95 

(menu options E to J) 74 95 

(menu option K) 14 95 

(menu options B to K) 1 49 90 

(menu option L) 59.95 



Lifetime \ 
Support ^ 



Requires INSTOCK I 
Requires INTACT II 



WE ALSO PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SPECIALIST SYSTEMS 

TELEADD (Name & Address database ideal for home, club membership etc.) 29.95 

HOMEVIEW (Estate Agents matching 8 mailing systems) 195.44 

DINER (Restaurant and Fast food Menu, Stock ana Billing System) 59.95 

NEWSBOY (Newsagent & Paper Round & Billing System) 59.95 

RE-CHORD (Music Library Database) 29.95 

HOTEL (Hotel Reservations & Billing System) 99 95 

All options are menu driven, so are simple to operate 

An Installation Program is provided tor all AMSTRAD PCW computers. 

All carry tree lifetime HOTLINE support and require no disc swapping 

All programs fully integrated with all other programs, so you can buy a single module to sta 

and when you are ready, add further modules to provide a complete business system 




a Tel \ 071 -639-6683 for more details or to place your order 



SOFTWARE GUIDE 




Word Processors 



PROTEXT/ 
POCKET PROT 

E59.95/E29.95 • Arnor • 0733 

The best CP/M wordprocessor. Very fast al moving around 
targe files, and packed with features. Works with key combina- 
tions rather than menus, but uses LocoScript keys too. Comes 
complete with a good spelling checker, a lightning fast word 
counter and a very powerful mailmerger. 'Pocket Protext' is a 
stripped down version - essentially the same word processing 
features, but no spell checker or mailmerger. and lacking one 
or two incidental facilities like two column printing. Specify 
which machine you have when buying. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 




Complete with spelling checker/word counter 

Packed with features, eg. calculate facility, text editor tor 

writing programs, "print to screen' option etc. 

Lets you work with two documents at once 

You can do all ol CP/M's functions withoul leaving Protexl 

Very fast at moving around, doing exchanges and so on 

Extremely powerful and flexible mailmerger 

Forces you to learn another new set of control keys to use it 

Not as slick as LocoScript In its printer controls 



TASWORD 8000 



£24.95 • Tasman • 0532 438301 • 8000s only 

Simplifies document planning by minimising dependency on 
layout procedures. Allows quick and easy access to parts of 
text by existence of a manner system. The 'Search' and 
'Find'Replace' facilities are simple to use, but very thorough. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Easy to use 

▲ Excellent mailmerge and label-printing ability 

EASY LABELLER 

£29.95 (plus VAT) ■ M.A.S.S. • 0603 630768 

Labelling program which stores your names and address list 
and will print out in label fomtat selected items from it. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Useful options like printing out current date 

▲ Good search facilities 

▲ Range of printing options will fit most stationery 

▼ Data needs an entire disc to itself 

▼ Data entry is slowed by constant returning to main menu 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 

£24.95 • Locomotive Softwfljf3M#< 

As bundled with new 9512. the rfcj^WfJaDfroTev'eryoTO's first 
wordprocessor. If you know howCbcoScript 1 works, you'll 
have minimal releamlng to do. and it puts right (almost) all the 
defects of the old version at a rock bottom price. Greek and 
Cyrillic alphabets, and even lets you define up to sixteen char- 
acters of your own design. 
PLUSES' MINUSES 

▲ 'Find page' command makes moving around faster 




▲ Superb range of foreign accents and symbols available 

▲ Can now drive daisy wheel and other printers 

▲ Has DISCKIT'S formatting and copying built into it 
A New 300-page manual 

▼ Mailmerger and spelling checker not included 

▼ Inconvenient for regular CP/M users 

▼ Still no word counter! 

▼ Still stow at Find. Exchange and scrolling 

LOCOSPELL 

£19.95 • Locomotive/Amsoft • 0306 740606 

The ultimate spelling checker for LocoScript users. It is run as 
a simple menu choice while you are editing a document nor- 
mally, and you can check either an entire document or only a 
paragraph. When It finds an error. It suggests a correction. 
Reasonably fast, given LocoScript's inherent sloth. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Runs totally from within LocoScript 
A Can do small sections of a file 

A Suggests alternatives for misspelt words 

▲ Reformats the text as it makes corrections 

▲ Provides the much-missed LocoScript word counter 

▼ Can't remove spellings you don't like 

▼ The manual gets bogged down sometimes 

▼ Slow at scrolling the dictionary window 



LOCOMAIL 



£29.95 • Locomotive/Amsoft • 0306 740606 

As a mailmerger lor LocoScripl. it's difficult to see how any- 
thing could be better than this. It runs directly Irom LocoScript. 
and can process any LocoScripl commands. Has many 
advanced features and is highly recommended foraJL^'TN 
LocoScript users. ^^^m&\l\ 

PLUSES -MINUSES f llftftA**!/ 



You done have lo tun il Irom CP/M 

Can print any LocoScripl texl formatting cWlffiands 

Can automatically rejuslify paragraphs alter insertion 

Can insert numeric calculations into letters 

Can read data Irom non-LocoScript lie. ASCII) liles 

Large manual, with example liles on disc 

Powelul selection procedures ■ like a database 

Need separate program to sort and filter addresses 

before a print run 



PROSPELL 

£29.95 -Arnor -0733 68909 

A stand-alone spell checker for use with almost any wordpro- 
cessor that runs on the PCWs. Reads LocoScript, WordStar 
and ASCII files, and allows you to make conections directly, 
view the context change the dictionary etc. Specify which 
machine when buying. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Checks LocoScript and WordStar documents directly. 
A Displays (he context of a suspect word 
A Can edit misspellings directly from Prospell 
A Anagram and crossword solvers too 
▼ Processes files of 1 5K or more in sections 

POCKET WORDSTAR 

£49.95 « MicroPro/Davis Rubin • 0386 853610 

For many business users, word processing means Word Star. 
Almost everything you could need in a text processor is here 
and despite the title this "Pocket" version has all the features 
of the original. Efficient and proven, but now showing its age 



and there are alternatives unless you are committed to 

WordStar already. £20 extra buys the De Luxe version with 

spell checker. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Probably the world's most widely used word -processor 

A Documentation is complex but well- structured 

A Includes a mail merge utility 

A Keystroke commands fully described on on-screen menus 

▼ Doesn't make full use of the PCW keyboard and printer 

▼ Page and margin formatting commands awkward to use 

NEWWORD 

£69.00 • NewStar Software • 0245 265017 

NewWord exploits the WordStar market by doing the same job 
better. It uses much the same key commands as WordStar 
and will even edit documents prepared under WordStarComes 
with a spelling checker, and the on-screen help is slightly bet- 
ter than WordStar's, though the keystokes are still as obscure 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Does everything WordStar does, even reads WordStar files 
A Spelling checker included 
A Can un-erase words and lines 
A Onscreen help better than WordStar's 
A Full reformatting of text within mailmerger 

▼ Weak on use of keypad and printer support 

▼ Like WordStar, formatting troubles and obscure commands 

LABEL PRINTER 

£25.00 • Mlcrodraw • 0622 685481 

Very similar program to Easy Labeller if not quite as powedul 

Usual features of a labeller and you can store comments with 

each label's data. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Menus simple - easy to get the program going 

A Fast data entry 

A Can store comments with each entry 

▼ No import or export of data 

▼ Data needs an entire disc to itself 



LOCOKEY 



£14.95 • Locomotive Software • 0306 740606 

This successor to LocoChar is a keyboard customiser which 

means that any key can be made to produce any letter. The 

program will reproduce any one of the sixteen LocoChar- 

defined characters. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Enables customisation to any distribution of 

keyboard letters 
A Handles any combinations of accent and character 
A Is fun and easy to use 
▼ Will only be of limited use 

ANSIBLEINDEX PLUS 

£34.95 • Ansible Information ■ 0672 62576 

The upgraded version of the LocoScript document indexer. 
Type in your LocoScript document as normal highlighting the 
words to be indexed with a LocoScript (*RV) code. The pro- 
gram will then compile an alphabetical list of entries complete 
with the page number on which they appear. A friendly, useful 
little package. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Don't need to convert files into ASCII files 
A Word counter also included 
A Runs with both LocoScript 1 and 2 



May 90 8000 PLUS 75 



SOFTWARE GUIDE 




▲ One index can be created lor a series ol documents 
A Indexes can be edited on screen 

A Index entries can be inverted; instead of 'mutton pie.' lor 
example, 'pie, mutlon.' 



Accounts 



VITAL PROCES 
SERIES 

£29.95 -39.95 each- Vital 

Series of three programs designed to help you look alter your 
money and your assets. The Savings Processor is ideal lor 
someone with a portfolio ol stocks and shares; it tells you 
your 'net worth' like a balance sheet. The Insurance 
Processor helps you make an inventory of allyour posses- 
sions and put a value on them, while the Income Processor 
helps you keep tabs on your Incomings and outgoings. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Income Processor allows you to budget efficiently 
A Insurance Processor can complete inventories room by room 
A Savings Processor is a last and efficient way of keeping 
track ol share values 

▼ You have lo be keen to do all the research 

▼ II can be time-consuming 

▼ With the Income Processor, it's difficult getting all the 
information you need from the manual 

▼ It's not always clear how some ol the operations work 

CHECK ACCOUNT H 

£14.95 • Molesoft • 03722 75053 

Written specifically for the home user, this program maintains 

four accounts per disc in familiar bank-statement form. Its 

analysis feature shows trends and forecasts how much you 

can afford to spend. The interest-estimating feature can keep 

track of Building Society accounts where interest earned 

varies with the amount deposited. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Designed solely lor home accounts 

A Easy to team from demo file 

T Relatively slow screen update 

▼ You have to be organised to keep it up to date 

DIGITA BUSINE 
CONTROLL 

£69.95 • Digita Internatio 

Not a full accounting system, but a very easy-to-use package 

with an excellent manual. Nominal ledger already set up and 

you can be up and running in minutes. No aged creditor/debtor 

lists can be produced, and problems with VAT handling- not 

really for VAT businesses. For other small business it's very 

good value. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Delight to use with a very good manual 

A You can get the system working in minutes 

A Financial ratios can be included in reports 

▼ No facility lor producing aged debtors/creditors list 

BOOK-KEEPING 
AND ACCOUNTS 

£69 (with invoicing, £80.50; with invoicing and 
stocks, £92) • Manx Tapes • 0624 813071 

Recently updated suite of programs advocating a very tradi- 
tional style of double-entry book-keeping. Useful demonstra- 
tion disc also supplied with more than 200 example accounts 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Solid, traditional approach to double-entry book-keeping 

▼ Program doesn't make full use ol the PCW 

▼ Screen prompts not always that helpful 

T Written m BASIC, so prone to sluggishness 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

£199.00 ■ Compact Software Ltd ■ 0703 611214 

Another very large integrated package supplied on several 
discs and consisting of sales, purchase and nominal ledger 
together with invoicing. The package is available on much 
larger micros, and since the format in which data is produced 
is the same as on PCWs, the system is particularly suitable 
tor users planning to upgrade their hardware at alater date. 




PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Audit trails are an auditor's dream 

A Data can be used in WordStar, Multiplan or SuperCalc 2 

A Superb prepayment facility 

A Can run a number of companies separately 

A Easily transported to bigger computers 

▼ Lots of disc swapping necessary 

▼ Can be slow to use - it tuns in Mallard Basic 

▼ Quirks in cash allocation routine and account code system 



MAP. INTEGRA 
ACCOUNTS 

£249+VAT- MAP Systems -061 




This is a very powerful package moved onto the PCW at a 
fraction of its cost on larger micros. The size makes it a little 
cumbersome to use. but apart from that there are very few sig- 
nificant problems. The integrated suite includes the same five 
modules as Camsoft. but they are supplied on four sides of 
disc, making it effectively impossible for the software to be run 
as an integrated system on an unexpended 8256. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A A very comprehensive and professional package 
A Very good audi! trails 

A Sales/purchase ledgers can run over different periods 
A Facility lor handling prepayments and accruals 
A Able to print full management accounts 

▼ The size of the programs means lots ol disc swapping 

▼ All normal responses need to be in upper case 

CORNIX SIMPLE 
ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 • Cornix • 0234 219969 

Simple cash-book style package which allows you to keeptrack 

of debtors and creditors (though not aged ones). Simple to use 

and you can make changes if you make a mistake.Slow to use 

tor complex operations and number of entries in given penod is 

limited, but very good simple program for small businesses. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Simple, easy-to-use program 

A Can correct errors 

A Keeps track ol debtors and creditors 

▼ Slow for complex operations 

▼ Ability to alter figures won't please accounting purists 

CAMSOFT PSH 

E180.14+VAT • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 

Consists of five integrated packages: Sales, purchase and nom- 
inal ledgers, invoicing and stock control. In terms of sophistica- 
tion it falls somewhere between the Sagesoft package and the 
larger systems from MAP and Compact. But it's easier to run 
than the larger packages since all the sottwarecan be squeezed 
into the M drive. Good package for a small company. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Already set up for 8256 or 85 1 2 
A No need tor pre printed stationery 
A Excellent sort and search facilities 
A Invoices shown on screen as you create them 

▼ Constant need to input full five-digit account codes 

▼ No final accounts reports available on nominal ledger 

▼ No facility to run the ledgers in different accounting periods 

IN BUSINESS 

£149.90 • Cavalier Software • 01-639 6683 

A comprehensive integrated package. Comprises Intact' 
accounts and 'Instock' stock control, available separately for 
£59. 95 each Well designed, easy to run and powerful enough 
for most businesses 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Other packages (eg: 'Teleadd' address book) can be added 
A Comprehensive range of features when used as a package 
A Sophisticated pricing and order features in Instock section 
A Flexible accounts, iraps most mistakes, useful summaries 
A Interesting forward planning facility in stock control 

▼ Manual gives you a confusing number of options 

SMALL BUSINESS 
ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 -NewStar- 0245 265017 

Using the split-screen method, the prompt-driven program 

leads you through the hazards of double-entry book-keeping 

as painlessly as possible. Again, very useful demonstration 

files supplied with the program. It also handles VAT easily. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Excellent system ol screen prompts 

A Good demonstration tiles 

A One of the easiest double-entry systems for the novice 

▼ Manual is really for the PC 



SAGE ACCOUN 

£87 -Sagesoft -091 2131555 




An integrated accounts package coneisiing ol purchase, sales 
and nominal ledgers. 'For-QnoiherZSQ you can buy Accounts 
Plus which also has invoicing and stock control. Aimed at small 
companies with the emphasis on ease of setting up But a 
number of limitations, eg. the package cannot cope too easily 
with rapidly increasing numbers of customers and suppliers. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 



Clean, tidy and logical screen layouts and menus 

Easy to set up and use with excellent documentation 

Good audit trails and VAT reports 

Can produce formatted trial balances 

Restrictive account numbering system 

Only single Nominal ledger and VAT analysis per Item 

Does nol caler for settlement discounts 

Won't print remittance advice slips 

Cramped on 951 2 printer - need 1 7 pitch daisywheel 



MAP PAYROLL 

E199+VAT i MAP Systems - 061 624 5662 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Can amend and re-run at any stage (even after printing) 

A Cash analysis is broken down into departments 

A System prevents re-use or amendment of leavers 

A Can hold up to 40 standard hourly and weekly wage rates 

▼ No SSP calculation facility (but can record all amounts paid) 

▼ Programs necessitate a lot of disc swapping 

▼ No printed record of automatic tax code changes 

SAGESOFT POPULAR 
PAYROLL 

£61 -Sagesoft -091 2131555 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Any or all employees payroll can be rerun at any stage 

A Full pay history available for all employees and leavers 

A Calculates average pay for holidays etc 

A Very easy to install 

▼ Limited number ol additions/deductions 

▼ Doesn't print a list of cheques 

▼ No analysis of additions deductions 

COMPACT PAYROLL 

£135.00 • Compact Software Ltd • 0703 611214 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Supplied with test data 

A Facility to change employees tax codes following budget 

A Can run payroll tor several companies 

A Program available tor PC compatibles - data transportable 

▼ Must be run from the master discs 

▼ Needs input form and check calculation for each employee 
T Once payslips are printed nothing can be changed 

▼ Most expensive payroll program 

CAMSOFT PAYRQH^Se) 

E60+VAT • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 



PLUSES -MINUSES \^--^^ 

A Full payslip displayed on screen, any item can be amended 

A Facility for freehand narrative on any payslip 

A Uses M drive for programs to speed operation 

A Built in on-screen help facility 

A Search-sort routine for output to screen, printer or disc 

A Uses alphanumeric employee codes 

▼ Screen menus a bit untidy and sometimes difficult to follow 

▼ No listing of cheques 

CHECK ACCOUNT TWO 

£14.95 -Molesoft -0372 275053 

Written specifically to keep track of personal household 
accounts. Can store the details of up to lour different accounts 
per disc, records all withdrawals and deposits and will allow an 
inspection of the current state of any account at any time. It also 
reveals both the minimum and maximum figures to which the 
balance has either sunk or nsen over previous or current 
months. Also incorporated are comprehensive interest-calculat- 
ing options. A solid, competent package. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A No double-entry book-keeping or VAT returns to wrestle with 
A Very easy to use 

A Carries last month's spending levels forward into this month 
A Tiered interest rate option available 

EASI-ACCOUNTS SYSTEM 

£23.95 • Arctan Computer Ventures • 1 Foxwell 
Square, Southtields, Northampton NN3 5AT 
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RECYCLED PAPERS 



QUALITY COMPUTER PAPER MADE FROM PRINTED WASTE « 

1 65 gsm 11x9.5 2000 sheets £18.50 inc. VAT & P/P | 
8 70 gsm A4 m/perf 2000 sheets £27.70 
|2 80gsm A4 s/sheets 2000 sheets £20.00 



Suppliers of recycled paper lo CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
lor MICRO DESIGN II manual 



EARTHWRITE c ?fg p 

The North's only specialist supplier 
99 CARLISLE STREET EAST 
SHEFFIELD S4 7QN 
TEL: 0742 739123 



LIU 




MACHINF «<*"*>• CW»datciib»d. WC P(OQ'»mnung d«icnt»<J SciMnA Sa»- 
rnnc & «*>*»«. Memory Oac. Pnntar & (W»f G-aphies, FJ. Hindlmg. Errot 

SUPER P'" 1 '*' Fonti. Inttrrupt rcujtinas. Timing □'OcMurts. Manui. Input and 
mrtF Output pfog'ami, 5os*n & Character Manual on » loading Sciaani 
wvwc Machos Orfotlon 
[_ 8otf> conum itoens of pnjgtwn ewgm ploi. oiagum j. to»W»i and a 'u* **«> 



Special Offers 



Printer ribbons, black, compatable, 

nylon or multi-strike film, price each 

PCW 8256/8512 £3.00 

PCW 9512 £2.50 

many more ribbons in stock 

Head cleaning kit. 3" drive £4.50 

Listing paper, micropeif, 2000 sheets 
11" x 9.5", 60 gram £16.00 

11" x 9.5". 80 gram £19.00 

A4 size, 60 gram £19.00 
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MEDIA «» CHANGE 

A Member of the Avenue Group 
AUTHORISED DEALERS for 

LOCOMOTIVE 

SOFTWARE 

Available from 1st May at 

£112 inc. VAT & PD Sample disk. 

For May order we pay postage! 

Cheques with order to: 

The Avenue Group 
8 Fourth Avenue Havant Hants P09 2QX 
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TYPESET 
LASERSET 



No Codes! 

No ASCII! 

No Fuss! 



We use your Locoscript Layouts! 

From just ^' ve vears experience allows us 

to offer this unique service. Forget 
coding, use your PCW in the way 
you always do. We identify your 
layouts, bolds, italics, etc., and 
apply your choice of fonts from 
our large library. 

THAMESLINK 

99-101 St. Leonards Rd. Windsor. SL4 3BZ 
Tel: (0753) 863356 Fax: (0753) 858330 




per page 



KEYSTROKES LTD 



Phototypesetters 



i Setting direct from your Amstrad 
disks, Loco 1 or 2 or ASCII 

' Helpful service, reasonable pricing 

• Page make-up, Multi column, 
Top quality keyline 

Over 120 faces, sizes 5 to 72 point 

Top quality setting at over 
5 million dots per square inch 



Expanding 



Reversing 



Condensing and 

Italicisins 

available on 

the majority 

of faces 



Tel: Reigate, Surrey 0737 243682 Fax: 0737 224157 



ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

UNBEATABLE PRICES ON CF2 DISKS 

FREE 3" CLEANING KIT WORTH 
OVER £5.00 WITH EVERY ORDER! 



r 



MAXELL 3" CfB DISKS (uncased) 



1 



10 X £20.90 per box 

20 X £19.90 per box 

30 X £18.90 per box 



z 



MAXELL 3" CF2 DISKS (in plastic cases) 



M 



10 X £22.95 per box 

20 X £21. 95 per box 

30 X £20.95 per box 

| PCW PRINTER RIBBONS GUARANTEED QUALITY b 

PCW 8256/8512 

Fabric Nylon £4.30 

Carbon M/S £5.95 

PCW 9512 

Fabric Nylon £3.95 

Carbon M/S £3.95 

Goods are despatched same day if in stock. 
Postase at normal P.O rates. Access and Visa welcome. 



TEL 051 639 7900 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

THINGI COMPUTER AND OFFICE PRODUCTS 

THE BUSINESS CENTRE, 

CLAUGHTON ROAD, BIRKENHEAD L41 6EY 
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Another PCW accounts package this time for the smalt busi- 
ness man or the very organised home user. Works on the tra- 
ditional system ot ledgers with up to 500 entnes (or individual 
transactions) allowed per ledger. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Comprehensive List and Search facilities 
A Manual assumes you know nothing about accounting and 

Is, on the whole, well-written 
▼ Not a particularly easy package to use 
T You would have to be exceptionally well-organised to use it 

MONEY MANAGER PCW 

£49.95 • Connect Software Ltd • 01 743 9792 

This accounting package has been designed for individuals, 
small businesses and dubs - anyone who might find a larger 
accounting package daunting. The program concentrates on 
income and expenditure, each file covering a 12-month period 
with up to 500 entries per month. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Up to 20 different kinds of accounts are catered for 

A Up to 50 transaction codes help categorise income and 
expenditure 

▲ Needs little computer or accounting expertise 

▲ Information can be displayed in the form of a bar or pie chart 

▼ Too limited for bigger businesses 
T Over-featured for domestic use 

DG PAYROLL 

£39.95 (£79.95 for DG Payroll Plus) • Digita 
International -0395 270273 

A computerised payroll program tor the small PCW-based 
business which covers all PAYE. Statutory Sick Pay and 
Statutory Maternity Pay requirements The package can han- 
dle up to a hundred employees and their pay requirements 
whether they are weekly-paid or salaried staff. 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
AGood menu arrangement 
A Automatic calculation ot deductions: SSP, etc 
A End of year routine could save time 

▼ Understanding and experience of PAYE is essential 

▼ Basic version of software needs frequent updating 
T Won't save the smaller company any time 



ilities 



BRAINSTORM 

£29.99 • Brainstorm Software Ltd • 0895 677845 

A new improved version, reconfigured tor easier use on the 

PCW. Works as an 'ideas processor': you throw your ideas 

in any order and then use the program to rearrange them and 

impose a structure. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Quick and efficient and easy fo use 

A Encourages structured thinking 

A Versatile, many different edlfing facilities 

A Results can be fed into a word processor for polishing up 

▼ Namesakes must be exact matches 

T Manual is on disc, so you cant consult while using 
Brainstorm unless you print it out 

PCW DRAW 

£39.95 • HTB Computing • 0794 516279 

Draughting package written specifically tor the PCW 
machines Program is teaming with features - built-in shapes 
and free-hand drawing tacility - which, used with practice and 
imagination, could provide professional-looking output. 
PLUSES MINUSES 

A Very comprehensive text entry and pnntout format options 
A ZOOM facility allows you to edit small sections of a draught 

pixel by pixel 
A Many useful functions: different line lhicknesses, hatching .. 

▼ No support for plotting devices tike mouse or light-pen 

▼ PCW Draw doesn't consider the PCWs screen aspect 
ratio, on-screen drawings took twice as high as wide 

PCW TOOLKIT 

£2455 • Moonstone Computing • 041 941 3120 

A user-friendly data recovery package for the PCW. Provided 

you can find the contents of the damaged file, roll out a new 

one, sector by sector, on M using PASTE. 

PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Perfect for the complete novice 



A Clear, confide nee- boosting manual 
A Can recover data varying In amounts from a few bytes to a 
complete disc 

PRO-PERFORMER 

£59.90 • Electromusic Research • 0702 335747 

The only real musical add-on for the PCW. Easy to use soft- 
ware runs on CP/M. has a wide variety of powerful features 
and is icon-driven. Sophisticated recording facilities and the 
program will allow you to save compositions as tracks, songs 
or performances. Ideal for pop and classical musicians. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Icon-based screen 

A Can record lines independently or in an arrangement 
A Punch-In editing facilities 
A Facility for slow recording and fast playback 
A Step-time recording for strict in tempo lines 
A Tracks can be looped (made to repeat) 

▼ Manual glosses over arrangements 

▼ Can't edit notes individually 

T No musical notation anywhere 

JOB ESTIMATING & 
PRODUCT COSTING 

£79.90 each • Cornix Software • 0243 219969 

Bofn programs aim to provide help to small businesses by 
keeping track of costs You break down the product you're 
costing or the job you're doing into a series of costing lines - 
recording quantity and price per component Program analy- 
ses profit margins and can produce customer printouts. ^-— « 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES s*^**t l\\ 

A Excellently- written manuals 
A Simple and robust to use 
A Changes in material costings instantly re; 
A Neat way of doing on-the-spot quotes 

▼ Only suitable for small to medium-sized businesses 
T Can't add new components to a description 



h all quotes 



TEMPDISC 8.2 

£19.95 • Thurston Techniques 0395 277496 • 
8512s only 

Disc ot ready-made templates to be used inside LocoScript! 
All you have to do is lind the particular template to suit your 
requirements and then Ml in the details. Vast selection ot bor- 
ders Is excellent tor personalising labels and envelopes. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Has included files to complement LocoMail's 

invoicing (acuities 
▲ Very easy to use 
A Vast range ot templates available 
T Not so good it you don't like lots ol visual trimmings 

FORMS BOX 
COMPENDIUM 

£19.95 -Disc Design • 0337 7444 

Fully compatible with LocoScript t and 2. this disc provides 
70 different kinds of forms tor home and office use. You can 
either fill them in on the screen, save and print them out or 
print them out and fill them in later. A solid, no frills product. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 

▼ Will only print out on A4 size paper 

POOLS PREDICTOR 

£19.95 • Intraset Ltd • 02572 76800 

This program helps you select the numbers to cross on your 

pools coupon faking its recommendations on the recent form of 

each team or simply on [he basis of sequence prediction (going 

on the numbers which have provided draws in the past). 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Very easy to use 

A More accurate than the newspaper pundits 

▼ Entering form results from week to week is tedious 

LOCOFONT I 

£19.95 • Locomotive Software (0306 740606) • 
8000s only 

A selection of new fonts to help you break out ot the standard 
LocoScript typeface. There's a very good selection ot styles to 
choose from: 'handwritten' styles look very good as do the 
Copperplate and Script styles. The Roman and Standard 
fonts are more practical. The new characters are reproduced 



very well indeed. A further six fonts are available, including 

Old English and flowing script, on LocoFont II for £14.95. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Eight new fonts, one coming for free 

A Each style supports all accents, characters, etc 

A Relatively cheap and easy to use 

A Can break out of that one-pattern printout. 

▼ Can't mix styles in one document 

▼ Limitations ot a 16 dot pattern means that the 
quality cannot be brilliant 

PS HEADINGS 

£11.95 • Orb Systems • 01 690 8534 

An updated version of the original product, with a ma/or 
improvement in speed. A must for all Protext users who need 
to incorporate high quality large pnnt tor letter headings and so 
on. Facility to alter stylistic details such as shading, underlining 
and tnple-strike printing. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A Easy to use 
A Range of styles 
A Good manual 

▼ Only one font available (although m two sizes) 



TAS-SIGN 



£29.95 • Tasman Software • 0532 438301 

Takes time to print out but you can print signs of up to five 

lines of text up to seven inches high with up to 32 characters in 

each. Four fonts, eight hatching patterns, and you can print 

lengthways on continuous paper tor long signs. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Wide range of fonts and shadings 

A Long stgns will print out m landscape ' (sideways) formal 

▼ Long signs take time 

▼ Some symbols (yen signs etc) won't print out on PCW 

GILLIGAN'S GUIDE 

£29.95 • 49.95 • NG Gill igan • 0629 56347 

A geographic information program based on the Ordnance 
Survey system. Concentrates on a given area loosely 15 
square miles; it will list alt the places included on the map in 
alphabetical order with their grid references Also gives you 
information about the sites and will locate them on the 
map. You can also interrogate the system so that it only gives 
you details and locations of sites of special interest 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A A thorough, versatile and easy to use package 
A System can be Interrogated in a number of 

interesting ways 
A Breaks sites down into areas of specific interest 
A You can commission you own made-to-measure guides 

STAR TRACK 

£14.95 • Discovery Software ■ 01 840 5252 

A fun and informative program with which you can display on 
your computer screen all ot the 88 constellations and 600 or 
so stars that are recognised by today's astronomers You can 
also see how their positions in the sky change depending on 
your location (which could be anywhere in the world) and the 
time (any time between 1000 and 2999 AD). 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Excellent manual with helpful practice exercises 
A Comprehensive list of ready-made latitudes and 

longitudes supplied 
A Cyde option transports you forward a month at a time so 

that you can chart the stars' progress 

▼ Screen displays could be more exciting 

▼ Moon and planets aren't included 

POCKET DATADATE 

£24.95 -A4 Ideas -0249 815082 

An invaluable utility for those who crave date-related trivia. 

Fully operational under LocoScript 2. Pocket Datadate even 

pnnts tilotax-sized text 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Program recently updated 

A Very Informative 

A Ideal for quizmasters 

T Only works with LocoScript 2 

▼ Documentation currently on disc 

PCW SUPERDOS 

£29.95 'Encyciasoft- 0270 811890 

Fills the gap between the Mendliness ol LocoScript and sparsi- 

ty ot CP/M Has the ability to copy multiple tiles at once, and 

can back up an entire directory. 

PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Printable 'notepad' facility 
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JOIN THE CLUB! 

If you're looking for the best prices, best games, best offers and best service, 
then join Special Reserve. Or join Official Secrets if you're looking for more.. 



Special Reserve 



£5.oo ■Official Secrets 



£22.00 



Club Privileges 



All club members benelil from 



Confidential 



32-page A4 bi-monthly glossy magazine 



■ Special offers: a! prices you might not believe 1 

• Bt- monthly Buyer's Guide each with details of 40 games, building to a valued reference. 

• Membership card with privilege number and folder for the Buyer's Guides. 

• FAST despatch, normally the day after receipt of order Most lines in stock 

• Each product sent individually by 1st class post Many will fit through your letter-box 

• 7-day sales hotline, open until 8pm weekdays. 10 to 5 30 Saturdays, It to 5 Sundays 

• Written order confirmation and receipt Order query line manned weekdays. 

• New titles may be ordered in advance and will be despatched upon publication 

■ Instant refunds available on request for delayed titles. 

• No commitment, no obligation to buy anything and no "minimum purchase" 



Confidential is written for people who take their lun seriously II you are into Adventure. 
Strategy, FRPs. MUGs. PBMs. D&Ds. or if you would simply like to see more from 
behind the scenes then Confidential is essential reading Regular features include 
Personnel File. Dead Letters. The Man in Black. Feature Articles, Bracn Teasers. Diary. 
News, Competitions, and The Boss Upstairs. Club participation is welcomed 



Gnome Ranger 



Level 9's award-winning 3-part adventure 



Starring Ingnd Bottomlow "Go out and buy Gnome Ranger pronto" said Alan ST User. 
II you already did please tick the box lor a Surprise Alternative. 



P rices include VAT and carriage 

All the best software carelully selected and available to members only at truly 
extraordinary prices. You can buy at the same time as joining - or join now and 
select from our catalogue. There is no obligation to buy anything 



Games 



RRP SRP 



8000 PLUS COLLECTION 
BOB WINNER (ACTION) 
BRIAN CLOUGHS 
FOOT8ALL FORTUNES 

BRIDGE PLAYER 2150 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 
(BRIDGE 2000. CHESS 88. 
BACKGAMMON. DRAFTS) 

CLOCK CHESS '89 

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 

CYRUS CHESS 2 

DISTRACTIONS 
(4 GAMES FOR 8256) . . 
EUROPEAN SUPER LEAGUE 
GIANT KILLER IMATHS 914. YRS| 
GRAHAM GOOCH CRICKET 
HEAD COACH (US FOOTBALL] 
PCW CHALLENGE (ACE. 
SKYWAR. STRIP POKER. 

FORMULA 1) 

PRO POOLS 

PRO PUNTER 

SCRABBLE 

STARGLIDER (8000) 

STEVE DAVIS SNOOKER 
STOCKMARKET ANALYSIS 

TETRIS(BOOO) 

TOMAHAWK 

TRIVIAL PURSUIT 

WORLD OF SOCCER 

YES CHANCELLOR' (ECON SIMl 



1995 
24.95 



1499 
29.95 



19 95 
19 95 
17.99 
2495 

19.95 
1999 
1495 
19.95 
19.99 



19.99 
44 99 
59.99 
19 95 
2495 
17.99 
39 95 
19 99 
19 95 
19.95 
19 99 
14 95 



12.49 
8.49 



899 
1999 



1399 
1399 
10.49 
6.49 

11 47 
1299 
10.99 
1449 
13.49 



13 49 
24 49 
31.99 
13.49 
1499 
11.49 
27.99 
1299 
13.49 
8 49 
13 49 
10.99 



Adventures 

Level 9 

GNOME RANGER 14.95 

INGRIDSBACK 1995 

LANCELOT 19.95 

SCAPEGHOST. 19 95 

TIME&MAGIK 14.95 

Magnetic Scrolls 

CORRUPTION 24.95 

FISH 1 2495 

GUILD OF THIEVES 24 95 

JINXTER 24 95 

THE PAWN 24.95 

Infocom 

LEATHER GODDESSES (8000) 24 99 

Abstract Concepts 

MINDFIGHTER . 24.99 

Artronic 

PCW ADVENTURE (8000) 1499 

Topologlka 

ACHETON 

AVON 

COUNTDOWN TO DOOM 

FORESTLAND 

GOBLIN TOWERS .... 

KINGDOM OF HAMIL 

PHILOSOPHER'S QUEST 

RETURN TO DOOM 

WITCHHUNT 



RRP SRP 



999 
9.99 
12 49 
1249 
10.49 

11.99 
11 99 
11 99 
11 99 
11 99 

17 99 

7.99 

10 49 

10 99 
10.99 
10.99 
9 49 
9 49 
10 99 
10.99 
10 99 
949 



. .1495 

. .14.95 

. .14.95 

...14.95 

14.95 

...14.95 

1495 

14.95 

14.95 



MAXELL 

CF2 3" DISK 



1.89 



Utilities 

AMS STOP PRESS DTP 

DBASE II 

DEVPAC80 

GRAPHICS PLUS (8000) 
LIGHTNING BASIC PLUS 

LOCOSPELL 

MASTERFILE 8000 

DATABASE 

MONEY MANAGER (2) .. 



RRP SRP 

44 95 28.49 

69 95 51.99 

4995 3999 

24.99 16.99 

24 95 16.99 



49 95 32 99 
49 95 3149 



Utilities 

PRO. ADVENTURE WRITER 

PROTEXTWP 

SAGE ACCOUNTS PLUS ... 

SAGE CHIT CHAT 

SAGEPAYROLE 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS 
SAGE POPULAR INVOICING 
SUPERCALC 2 
SPREADSHEET 



RRP 

27.95 
59 95 
149.99 
.99 99 
69 99 
99 99 
69 99 



SRP 

18 49 
37 99 
99 99 
69.99 
49 99 
65 99 
4999 



69.99 4999 



Help-Line 



Manned weekdays and Sundays 



Advice and hints to help you solve most games. 

Sp&CJdl nBSGrVQ Included in the membership tee 
All the features and benefits of Special Reserve membership 



Myth 



A mini-adventure by Magnetic Scrolls 



Magnetic Scrolls, authors ot The Pawn, The Guild of Thieves. Jinxter, Corruption 
and Fish! have now written Myth exclusively for members ot Official Secrets 
Amazingly enough, it is included in the price ol membership. Set in Ancient Greece, 
you play the pad of a young god striving to prove himself worthy ol immortality. You'll 
meet the Fern/man, have a chance to cheat Death, and do battle against the nine- 
headed Hydra guarding the gates to the Underworld Myth includes the state-of-the-art 
Magnetic Scrolls parser and those incredible graphics. For most computers • disk only 
Only to members of Official Secrets • Free - Out Now. 




Myth Reviews 

Crash Smash 91 %,Commodore User 90%, Amiga Format 87%. TGM 85% 



SALES LINES 0279 600204. PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS A SURCHARGE OF SOP PER GAME FOR ORDERS PLACED BY TELEPHONE. 

Special Reserve and OHicial Secrets are trading names ot Inter-Mediates Ltd Reg Oltice 2 South Block. The Mattings Sawbndgoworth. Herts CM21 9PG Registered in England Number 2054713 VAT reg no 424 8532 51 



M embership and Order Form 



Name 
Address 



Post Code 
Computer . 



Phone No. 



WE ONLY SUPPLY CLUB MEMBERS 

Existing members enter your Membership No. 
Special Reserve Membership £5 UK, £6 EEC. £7 World or 
OHicial Secrets Membership £22 UK, £25 EEC, £30 World 
with Gnome Ranger and Myth I I or with Surprise Alternative and Myth |~ 

Item 



'5.25'V3.57*3.07*TAPE 

Payable to: Special Reserve or Official Secrets 
P.O. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 

Overseas orders must be paid by credit card Prices include UK & EEC Post and Packing 
World orders please add E 1 .00 per item For blank disks add 1 0% EEC or 25% World 



Item 



TOTAL 



Credit card expiry date 

■CHEQUE' - POSTAL ORDER'" ACCESS/'VISA ' Delete where applicable 
(Including Connect. Mastercard. Eurocard, Switch etc) 



8000+ 









SOFTWARE GUIDE 

▲ Makes CP M less daunting to use 

▼ Need to leave SuperDOS (or some functions 

FACTOTUM 

£14.95 • Tudor Systems • 0622 861775 

The combination ol LocoScnpt 2, LocoFile and LocoMall will 
give you access to this extremely useful catalogue ol informa- 
tion. As well as a diary, incorporating special date reminders, 
there is an address and telephone list, and a tax planner. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

▲ Works from LocoScript 

A Very efficient letters section 

A Easy to use 

▼ Poor presentation 

▼ Won't work with an unexpanded 8256 

▼ Assumes knowledge ol LocoScript 

SUPERZAP 

Public Domain • Various suppliers 

A disc editor with a difference - one key commands taken from 
adequate menus permit easy operation. Super zap allows you 
to examine both the structure and contents of the M Drive. 
Lack of print function is an irritating pitfall - this command is 
even disabled in CP'M 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A Very easy lo use 
A Fast 'find' function 
T No copiet 

▼ Numbers can only be entered in hex 

DATA DIARY 

£16.95 • A4 Ideas • 0249 815082 

More PCW-generated diary inserts tor use at home or in the 

office. The program works from within LocoScript so you can 

make use ol all LocoScript 2's text and style enhancements. 

Inserts feature year to a page calendars, month at a glance 

planners and page a day formats. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Buy it al any time ol the year and you will be supplied with 

next 12 months' supply 
A 2 versions available - lor A4-size and Filofax-size printout 
A A solid, no-frills product that's easy to use 

INVESTOR 

£29.95- B 4 BB Software -0240 242946 

Program has been designed to assist the share-owner in the 
management of a portfolio and to help in the choice of shares 
to buy and sell It allows up to 300 stocks, shares or unit trusts 
to be kept in its library. Stocks are listed in order of their perfor- 
mance and you can call up graphs of price movement for indi- 
vidual stocks. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Manual is very easy to follow 
A Records share-holdings, dividends and cash accounts 
A Dividend printout for tax purposes 
A Four methods of share price analysis 

▼ No ability to calculate taxable gains 

▼ Graphs are small and lack expansion facility 

▼ 9512 owners won't be able to print out the graphics 

PERSONAL TAX 
PLANNER 

£24.95 • Digita International • 0395 270273 

Simple program which asks you all the questions relevant to 
your year's tax affairs, and prepares your tax return claim 
(or bill') Can, for example, find out whether married couples 
would be better assessed separately or not. Personal Tax 
Planner is updated every year - look out for the most recent ver- 
sion following March's budget . 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Simple to use 

A Needs a minimum knowledge of the lax law 
A Forces you lo keep your tax details in one place 

▼ Limited application - might only use it once a year 

▼ Can't handle unusual cases 

▼ Program updates (lor a new allowance level) cos! £10 

KNIFE PLUS 

£19.95 • Hisoft • 0525 718181 

An essential loot lor retrieving data Irom corrupted discs. Knife 
Plus will copy all uncorrupted sectors on to a fresh disc which 
you can then patch up without risking the original. 
PLUSES MINUSES 

A Copies all uncorrupted data Irom damaged discs 
A II boot sector damaged, will copy good boot 
sector onto disc 

▼ Requires some knowledge ol basic disc structure 

▼ Manual not written lor beginners 



WISE ONE 

£34.95 • Swallowsoft Publications • 0420 63793 

An expert system - you input rules and information and Wise 

One becomes an intelligent' program which can. for example. 

do simple diagnoses according to symptoms you type in. 

From PO Box 107. Walton on Thames, Surrey KT12 5PO 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Power to be genuinely useful 

A Elementary arithmetic 

A Help screens can be set up for the user 

▼ Obscure way ol wnting rules - need programming instinct 

▼ Manual dry and academic 

FLIPPER 2 PLUS 

£29.95 • Software Imperative • 0225 425315 • 
9512/8512 only. 

Can do everything the original Flipper did and more. You can 

now flip Mini Office and LocoFile and will have no problems 

with whatever version of LocoScript you're using. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Easier to install than us predecessor 

A Can flip between environments in as little as 2 seconds 

A Professionally- presented documentation 

A Works with most CP/M programs, LocoScript and BASIC 

▼ Still wonl work with many self-loading games 

▼ Be careful of slale of printer and disc drives when flipping. 

SUPER TYPE II 

£14.95 • Digita International • 0395 270273 

A program for users of LocoScript and CP/M programs. 

which modifies the fonts used by the PCW printer. 

SuperType has 4 business' and 'novelty' fonts. It works 

by directly altering the relevant files tor LocoScript or 

CP/M. so you only need run it once - after that, Ihe new 

chosen fonl is available. 

PLUSES MINUSES 

A Once installed, you can totally forget it's there 

A Genuinely useful range of fonts available 

A All LocoScnpt's print size and style options still work 

▼ You can't mix different fonts in Ihe same document 

DAATAFAX 

Basic version £39.95 (with Microfile 

£49.95 with mouse £79.95) • Kempston Data • 

0234841224 

Used 1 with personal ring-binder, it helps you keep track of 

names, addresses and appointments. Prints out data in a form 

that will fit the average organiser. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Flexible and easy to use: saves buying inserts 

▼ Not very sophisticated' keeping it up to date is tedious 

DHCP12-TRACK 
SEQUENCER SOFTWARE 

£45 -DHCP -0440 61207 

The second add-on recording studio' for the PCW consisting 

of MIDI interlace and software. Can cope with up to 12 tracks. 

all ot which are polyphonic and which can be as long as the 

PCW memory allows. Can also cope with quite advanced 

instruments. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Cheaper than (is competitor 

A Tracks can be bounced lo enable several tracks to all 

be put into one 
A Looping can start/end at any bar 
A Add-ons available for Casio and Korg synthesisers 

▼ Manual is skimpy 

T No editing possible without re-recording whole Iracks 





FLEET STREET 
EDITOR PLUS 

£49.95 • Mirrorsoft • 01 928 1454 



Versatile and powerful package You can create template-like 

page dummies ' if you use several pages of the same format. 

and handling ot text, setting of margins and size ol text boxes 

etc, is well controlled. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Versatile integrated package 

A Text handling and ediling sophisticated and controlled 

A Can sei up page dummies lor regularly used formats 

▼ Odd use ol memory in text editor 

▼ Still lots of serious bugs even now and crashes occasionally 

NEWSDESK 
INTERNATIONAL 

£25 (with lightpen £50) • The Electric Studio • 
0462420222 

Versatile package with a very wide range of graphics facilities 

and high quality headline text. Page make-up is flexible, though 

the program can be a bit cumbersome, mainly in text handling. 

Same graphics facilities as Electric Studio s Art' package which 

it supersedes. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Good control over the elements on the page 

A Powerful graphics facilities 

A Good quality prinl in headlines and large fonts 

A Can use font editor to create your own high quality fonts 

T Text-handling slow and cumbersome; editing is difficult 

STOP PRESS 

£49.95 -Database -0625 878888 

An excellent DTP Package, very strong on graphics, very well 

designed, and once you gel used to it. easy to use. 

Sophisticated text handling features such as autotlow. but can't 

edit text - that all has to be done in your word processor before 

flowing the text in. A lot ot good fonts supplied too. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Excellent graphics facilities, good as any graphics program 

A Wide range of text styles with text autollow 

A Menu and key commands system suits beginner and expert 

▼ No text editing ability 

THE DESKTOP 
PUBLISHER 

£29.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

Tremendous value for money Graphics and text boxes can be 

easily moved around and page layout is clear You can edit text 

from within the program, using LocoScript-hke commands to 

set bold and italics. Good range of fonts and graphics too, at 

half pnce of its rivals! Mouse optional for £50 more. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Text editor allows you to edit articles to tit ihe space eaiiy 

A Boxes and general layout easy to manipulate 

A Works with three mice, but fine with keyboard alone 

A Hall ihe price of other packages 

A Good range of fonts and graphics, and can design your own 

▼ Can't fix size of text boxes - they expand to take all the text 

▼ Headlines can took a bil jagged 

LATE EXTRA 

£19.50 • Exemplar Designs • PO Box 683, Bath, 
BA1 1XU 

A Stop Press add-on consisting of a collection of 1 1 fonts that 
cover the range of type styles and sizes needed lo create a bal- 
anced page. Also supplied on disc is a 13-page publication 
which describes how to create your own professionally-pro- 
duced publication. Now you can create a good-looking page 
with readable text. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Good range of 11 complementary fonts 
A Can adapt template for own use 

▼ Time-consuming 

T Text needs reducing lor best results 

MICRODESIGN II 

£59.95 • Creative Technology ■ 0889 567160 

The ultimate DTP package tor sheer pnntoul quality. Creative 

Technology regard the words and the graphics as being equally 

important, hence the program's integrated page processor' 

label. Runs on all three machines and produces very 

high quality results. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Has full 24-pin printer compatibility 

A Easy and fun to use 

A Excellent text-editing laOliiies 

A Fully compatible with other word processor and DTP packages 

▼ Won't run with Flipper 



m s » « 8000 PLUS 80 



jPRICESSUBJECTTOCHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE) 



KRJIN 



for all your TEL: 01-567 7313^— 

COMPUTER SUPPLIES 



MAIL ORDER * EXPORT HOTLINE 01-567 7313 



Callers welcome 9.30am-late 



ALL PRICES 
EXCLUDE VAT 



Official orders welcome from 

PLC, Government & Eaucalional 

establishments. 

ALL PRODUCTS CARRY 

KCS GUARANTEE 



Post & Packing {UK Only): 
Ribbons 2Sp each 
Label /Paper £3 per Box 
All other items 50p each 
Computer/Printers £750 Iby courier) 
Please add VAT to total 
Minimum order £15.00 



Kavm Computer Supplies Ltd 

106 South Ealing Road 

Ealing London W5 40L 

Tel: 01-567 7313 

Fax:01-840-4958 

Telex: 947838 GEEWS Dept KCS 

Callers Welcome 9.30-5.30 




YOU ORDER BY 3PM 
WE DESPATCH BY 4PM 

(subject to availability) 



AMSTRAD W0RDPR0CESS0RS 

(Now with FREE one years on-site maintenance) 
PCW 8256 Single Drive/256k Memory/VDU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer £343.50 

PCW 8512 Double Drive/51 2k Memory/VDU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer £439.50 

PCW 9512 Single Drive/51 2k 
Memory/VDU/Keyboard/Daisywheel Printer £456.95 



PLUS FREE AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER WORTH - £79.00 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 




For PCW 9512 primer holds up lo 30 sheets ol 
paper SPECIAL £69.00 



3 



ANS 20L 

DISK STORAGE BOX 

Box Clever - protect your disks 
with high quality perspex, lockable 
storage boxes. Holds 18 3" disks & cases. 

ONLY E6.75 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



These printers can be connected to 
any PCW. 

Star LC10 £139 

NEC P2» £269 

Panasonic KXP1081 £139 

Panasonic KXP1124 (24 pin) £219 

Panasonic KXP1180 £165 

Epson LX800 £173 

Amslrad LQ3500 £209 

Amstrad LO5000 £295 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 



Courier 10 

Letter Gothic 10/12 

Thesis PS 

Oratorio 

Mini Gothic 15 

£5.80 each 



Recta 1 
Script 12 
Prestige Pica 10 
Prestige Elite 12 



BOOKS 



Hackers Handbook III £6.95 

Looking into LocoScript 2 £14.95 

15 Hour Word Processing £5.95 

All In One: Mini Office Prol £11.95 

Supercalc Super Book £12.95 

Program Your PCW £8.50 

DTP with AMS.PCW £9.95 

Mallard Basic, lnlro.._ £9.95 

Easy into Locoscnpt £16.32 

Protext. A PCW User Guide £9.95 

Using AMS PCW 9512 £9.95 



ACCESSORIES 



Additional Disk Drrve lor 8256/9512 £115.00 

RS232 Interlace £45.00 

8256 Memory Upgrade POA 

RAMPAC - 51 2K plug on Memory 
Expansion E114 



3" DISK DRIVE 
CLEANING KIT 



ONLY 
£7.50 



GAMES SOFTWARE 



PCW Challenge..- 

Cyruss Chess II , 

Time & Magic 

Clock Chess CP 

Bridge Player 2000 

Draughts/Checkers 

Scrabble Deluxe 

Tomahawk - 

Backgammon CP 

Steve Davis Snooker . 
Strike Force Harrier.... 
Corruption 



. £10.00 
...£12.00 
...£11.95 
£14.95 
...£15.00 
...£14.95 
...£17.39 
...£13.00 
...£14.95 
...£13.50 
...£19.95 
...£15.65 



RIBBONS 

LOW LOW PRICES 

Ask for quantity discount 

2 

PCW 8256/851 2/LO3500 £3.39 

8256/8512 Carbon £4.26 

PCW9512 MS £3.39 

Minimum of 2 



4* 
£3.21 
£400 
£3.21 



PAPER & LABELS 

2000 sheets 11" x 14.5" 1pt60gsm £16.27 

1000 sheets IT x 9.5" 2pt OTC £19.82 

2000 sheets H"x9.5 - lpt60gsm £14.16 

1000 sheets 11" x 9.5" 2pt NCR £23.26 

2000 sheets A4 1 pt 70gsm Micropert £17.19 

1000 sheets A4 1pt 85gsm Micropert £11 49 

Labels 1 Across 2 Across 

2000 3\i' x l7/i»" £8.65" £9.20 

2000 3n" X llsne" £11.74 £11 84 

2000 4" X l7-ie" £9.53" £9.65 

2000 4" x 1i*w" £13.00 £12.72 

•Available in Blue. Yellow. Pinh. Green (Et extra) 
OTHEP. SIZES AVAILABLE 



ACOUSTIC HOOD FOR PCW 9512 



Silence that 
noisy printer with 
our high quality 
printer mufller. 
Up to 80% noise 
reduction 



! £69.50 
Base tor the hood £21.50 




PCW STARTER PACKS 



SAVE ££££s 
• 10 CF2 discs • IANS20L 

Disc box* 1000 Sheets 

Listing Paper • 3 Piece Dust 

Cover • 3 Printer Ribbons 

• 3" Drive Cleaning Kit 

OUR PRICE £54 ONLY 

Delivery £3 
State if 8 or 9 series 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Micro Design II £39.00 

Fleet St. Editor Plus £29.00 

The Database Publisher (software) £19.00 

Database Desktop Publisher (with AMX Mouse) £60.00 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
13 Fonts. Clip Art. Typesetting, 
Cut & Paste Up. Graphic Design. 

Stop Press (Software only) £29.00 

Stop Press S AMX Mouse £66.70 



3" AMSTRAD DISKS 



3" DISKS AMS0FT MAXELL 

5 10 20 

CF2 £10.82 £20.39 £34.50 

CF2-DD £20.00 £39.00 £70.00 




DUST COVERS 



PCW 9512 (3 piece) £10.85 

PCW 8256/8512 (3 piece) £9.95 

PC1640 (2 piece) £8.26 

PC1S12 (2 piece) £7.39 

DMP 2000/3000/3160 £3.90 

DMP4000 £4.75 

LO3500 £3.90 

Eliminates dust and static with these attractive- 
ly designed dust covers 



KEMPSTON MOUSE 



Mouse with Daatafax and Jeeves software 
and interlace. Daatafax is (he comput- 
erised personal organiser Mouse 
compatible with Stop Press, 
Micro Design 



£59.00 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs • Wordprocessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUR PRICE ONLY C25.95 



COPY HOLDERS 




With 

adjustable arm 

80 column 

£12.75 

132 Column 

£16.95 

Desk Top 

£12.75 



TIDY UP'PROTECT 




£14.99 



-WITH 
MAINS 
FOUR GANG 
SURGE PROTECTOR 



SOFTWARE 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Popular Accounts £56.00 

Sage Payroll £41.00 

Sage Invoice/Stock Control £41.00 

Sage Accounts Plus £88.00 

MAP Integrated £89.00 

Money Manager Plus £33.95 



WORDPROCESSING 



Tasman Tasword 8000 £16.00 

Tasman Tasprint 8000 £10.00 

Tasman Taspell 8000 £12.00 

Tasman Tas Sign £20.00 

Amor Protext £35.00 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE 



Newword II £42.65 

Locomail 2 £25.00 

Locospell lor Loco II £16.00 

Locospell . Locoscnpt II £27.00 

Locoscnpl II £20.00 

Locolont £16.00 

Locolile £25.00 

Locolont 2 £12.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Artisoft Supercalc II E42.17 

Newstar Cracker Turbo £33.50 



DATABASES 



At Last Plus £25.00 

Dalastorell £27.00 

Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Camsott Cambase II £34.50 

Mastetfile 8000 £28.00 

dBase II _ £45.00 



COMMUNICATION 



Linnel V21/V23 Modem ( RS232 interlace) 
Autodialing & Answering. Hayes Compatible 
32 Names store. 

3 Help Menus . Chit-Chat £209.00 

Sage Chit-Chat Software £69.00 



LANGUAGE 



French Mistress Kosmos _ £14.50 

German Master Kosmos £14.50 

Spanish Tutor Kosmos £14.50 

Italian Tutor Kosmos £14.50 

SPECIAL OFFER ON TYPING 
TUTORS 

lansysl Crash Typing £16.95 

lansysl Two Fingers Touchtype Course.E16.95 



GENERAL UTILITIES 



Mass Easy Labeller ... 

Rotate 

Digital Pascal MT. 

Digital C Basic . 



Pi05pell 

Arnor C 

Arnor Maxam 



. £23.00 
...£17.35 
...£39.00 
...£39.00 

£20.00 

...£43.70 
..£43.70 



nl 



PART-EXCHANGE 



Thinking of upgrading? 

Why not part-exchange 

your PCW for PC1 640, 

PC2086 

or even PC2286. 

Call for latest prices 



t MAIL ORDER • 8000 PLUS t MAIL ORDER t 




8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

1. 8000 plus dust covers 

Protect your PCW with these specially-commissioned three-piece 
8000 Plus covers. 

2. 8000 Plus T-Shirt 

The Truly Terrific American Royal Blue T-shirt with the 
honour of carrying our 8000 Plus logo on the left breast. 
Wear yours with pride and set yourself above the rest! 

3. Magazine Binders 

A superb gold-embossed green binder. Buy one and watch 
your collection grow into the definitive library of PCW 
information. 

4. PCW Luggage 

An essential addition for any PCW owners who want to ensure 

against accidental knocks when transporting their computer. 
Ideal for writers on assignment, businessmen when 
taking the micro to the office, or salesmen for 
demonstrations. 
High density foam padding and a water resistant nylon 
exterior make this a strong and safe piece of luggage, 
with its adjustable shoulder strap and sturdy carry handles. 

8256/8512 

Two separated pouches for the printer and keyboard, that then fit 
neatly into the large case but leave room for manuals, etc. 



Two large cases for the monitor and printer, with a separated 
pouch for the keyboard that fits in neatly with the printer but leaves 
room for manuals, etc. 



Dust covers - 

3 pieceset for 8256:85 

3 piece set for 9512 

T-Shirt - 

Medium 

Large 

Magazine Binder 

Two Magazine Binders 

PCW Luggage - 

8256/8512 

9512 



Order code 



128005 
8006 



£11.95 
E12.95 



£35.95 
£49.95 



8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

(The Ultimate Tips Book for the Amstrad PCW) 



The book is based on the collected 
tipoffs in 8000 Plus from issue 1 to 
the present day and covers every 
possible facet of PCW use. But it's 
not just a reprint - every item has 
been rewritten, re-illustrated and 
updated where necessary. Plus a 
whole host of new tips have been 
added to make this book the 
essential guide to PCW use. 
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Order code 



Tips Book 
Book only 
Book and disc 



£11.40 
£14.40 



HISOFT C 



from HiSoft (All PCWs') 



The fastest C compiler for the PCW. Produces fast, good, compact code. 

Carefully designed to make it easy for a newcomr to learn 

as well asproviding the power and flexibility that professional programmers need. 

• Full screen editor automatically started oncompilation errors. 

• Friendly English error messages and hints on how to find bugs. 




Order code 



HiSoft C 



£24.50 



Integrated Compiler/Editor 



Fc&t, Standard 
Integer C Compiler 



• PRICES INC CARRIAGE & VAT • HOTLINE 0458 74011 • 



t MAIL ORDER • 8000 PLUS • MAIL ORDER • 





MASTER PACK 

from Database Software (8256/8512) 
Consisting of Master Paint and Master Scan 

Master Scan: attach the 
optical scanner to your PCW 
printer to enable images to 
be captured for use in art 
packages and DTP. Capture 
logos, diagrams, sketches, 
photos, maps, signatures, 
cartoon characters and much 
more. Your letters, reports 
and bulletins can now be 
illustrated to create a much 
more interesting and 
professional image. 
Master Paint: with this 
oackage you have 
everything you need to 
produce quality, artistic, 
professional artwork. Create 
various shapes that can be 
filled with a choice of 16 
different patterns, choose 
from a range of styles and 
lonts, use the airbrush for a 
more subtle shading facility. 




Order code 



Master pack 



C-STAM 



Transfer files from your PCW to 
your PC using this brilliant file 
transfer package. 

Leads and 3.5, 5.25, 3 inch disks included. 



Order code 



C • Stam 




MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

-vplfpAClTbT I Wordprocessor, Database, 
HIGHLIGHTER 1 Spreadsheet, Graphics and 
i prill AMn * m -* Communications. 

Omini 
The new upgraded version including new 
manual and The All in One Business 
Computing book (worth £11.95). 
Import and export Ascii files to and from 
the database and spreadsheet modules. 




Order code 



Mini Office 
Professional 



BACK ISSUES . . . 

We have limited quantities of- the back issues listed below. The 
prices include a nominal 25p postage. All issues contain excellent 
TipOff sections and a selection of BASIC listings, plus the other 
regulars. Don't miss the chance to expand your collection! 


Issue 21 


£1.75 


Order Code 80021 


Issue 24 


£1.75 


Order Code 80024 


Issue 25 


£1.75 


Order Code 80025 


Issue 30 


£1.75 


Order Code 80030 


Issue 32 


£1.75 


Order Code 80032 


Issue 33 


£2.00 




Issue 34 


£2.00 


Order Code 80034 


Issue 35 






Issue 36 


£2.00 


Order Code 80036 


Issue 37 


£2.00 


Order Code 80037 


Issue 38 


£2.00 


Order Code 80038 


Issue 39 


£2.00 




Issue 40 


£2,00 


Order Code 80040 


Issue 41 


£2.00 


Order Code 80041 


Issue 42 


£2.00 


Order Code 80042 


Issue 43 


£2.00 


Order Code 80043 









ORDER FORM N0.44 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just list the items you require 
in the order form below or 
ring our 24 - hour hotline on 
(0458)74011 and ask for 
Credit Card Orders. All goods 
are sent by first class post, 
normally within five days of 
order. But please allow 28 
days in case of temporary 
shortage. 

Please send me the 
following items from 
the 8000 Plus Special 
Offers pages 

Name 



Payment is by (please circle) 

Cheque • PO • Access • Visa 
Make payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 

Your credit card number is 



Expiry date 

For prices and delivery times for export orders 
please call Kelly Porter on 0458 74011 





Title 


Order code 


Price 


1. 








2. 








3. 








4. 








5. 








6. 









Address^ 




Postcode . 



Send this form plus payment to: SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 Plus ■ 
SOMERTON • SOMERSET ■ TA11 7PY 



• PRICES INC CARRIAGE & VAT • HOTLINE 0458 74011 • 
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"DOUBLE T" PATIENCE 




•DOUBLE T PAITENCE' IS A "DOUBLE T' PRODUCT FOR USE ON 

AMSTRAD PCW COMPUTERS 

A SUITE OF SIX GAMES REQUIRING VARIED 
DEGREES OF SKILL AND LUCK 

"Poker Patience, Foursome, Fourways, Pairs, Kuala| 
Lumpur and One Foundation and an emersency 

cover up in case the boss catches you!" 
8000 Plus - Addictiveness - 5 out of 5 marks. 5_ 

Price £14.95 incl VAT 5 

ffG&oara^sj feMYtejU ^5, Thurston House, 

18 Danby Terrace, Exmouth, 

Devon EX81QS 

P| Telephone or Fax: 0395 277496 



LANGUAGE LEARNING SOFTWARE 

Written by Professionals 



V**iV***V**«V** + V**4,v**«.v,*, 



/PzIO 



BUSINESS FRENCH £49.95 

BUSINESS GERMAN £49.95 

BUSINESS SPANISH £49.95 

BUSINESS ITALIAN £49.95 



DONTBE 
LEFT 
BEHIND... 
THE SINGLE 
MARKET IS 
HERE NOW 

"A very Impressive package" Electrical Contractor 
"A real aid to learning the language. ..good value and 

fun to use" APCW 

'These packages have a polished and professional 

feel...very classy indeed" 8000 Plus 



k 



French for Travellers £15.95 

German for Travellers £15.95 

Spanish lor Travellers £15.95 

Italian for Travellers £15.95 

Commercial French £15.95 

Commercial German £15.95 

Commercial Spanish £15.95 

Commercial Italian £15.95 



Secretarial French £15.95 

Secretarial German £15.95 

Secretarial Spanish £15.95 

Secretarial Italian £15.95 

Technical French £15.95 

Technical German £15.95 

Technical Spanish £15.95 

Technical Italian £15.95 



Other educational programs also available - please enquire. 

NOTE: PC versions of the above software are 

now available on 3 1/2" and 5 1/4" disc. 



HOW TO ORDER: 
Send cheque or telephone giving credit card details 



, 



Apex Computing Services Ltd., Duke House, 
33 Waterloo Street, Hove, Sussex, BN3 1 AN 
Tel: (0273) 787477 
9am - 8pm Mors - Sat 

All prices include VAT. P&P. Overseas orders welcome. 

Member of Federation of Sussex Industries 

and Chamber of Commerce 



Professional 

GRAPHIC DESIGN & DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

for the AMSTRAD PCW series 








"An easy to use package capable of impressive results at an accessible price " - The Guardian 
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EXTRA FONTS DISCS -Not Ba s hdad &*%"&** cqlcjc GinoV niblick 

Outrigger ScbwabacJwe gherwocd ... 4 ***<, mora 



MicroDesIgn 2 £59.95 

with FREE Extra Fonts &*RP C69.95) 

Disc No I only From us.' 

Extra Fonts Discs... £14.95 



-No* 



■olden Rondo 
EXcpcTiKa Helvetica 



each 



All prices Include VAT and P8.P 
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This advert was designed, typeset and printed AT THIS SCALE using an Amstrad PCW05I2, WcroDesIgn 2, and an HP DeskJet Plus printer. 



POST 
SCRIPT 



Have you got any praises to 
sing or axes to grind? 



These are the pages in which you can air your views about 
PCWs - and virtually anything else for that matter - with an 
ardently expectant nation ot readers. So what are we talking 
about this month? You'd be surprised: spaying bitches, musical 
raps, and John Major, Chancellor of the Exchequer, to name but 
a few, So send your views to Postscript, Beautord Court, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2XF. 



POSTSCRIPT 



Prize bitches 



The April edition Postscript carried 
too many encomia to allow you to 
go on in that vein. Herewith some 
cold water to cool you all down: 
PCWs are all about 
communicating, yet you seem 
hellbent upon making all as clear 
as mud. Taking the issue as an 
example, I'll make random 
selections to illustrate my gripe. 
Pages 10, 11 and 12: the margin 
has infill of various assorted 
browns, greys and fawns, 
comprised of partial illustrations 
overlying one another (ie, a clutter 
of visual nothings.) If you wish to 
use such illustrations, then leave 
out the marginalia. Print running 
through varying shades of 
colourings tends to be somewhere 
between barely legible 
and illegible. 
You are 
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using what has hitherto been 
known as the art of camouflage to 
give me as much difficulty as 
possible in deciphering your text. 
Pages 26 and 27: the marginal 
decor has clusters of dark-green 
leaves obscuring the text. Tutor's 
comment would be 'Can do better' 
... Page 29: the background infill 
of tickets on page-head seems to 
have migrated without reason 
from the article on ticket 
production (pages 20 and 21) 
having no relevance to Only the 
Lonely. Page 35: marginalia of 
light blue on pale blue; the 
exhibited desire to show off the 
extensive repertoir of the print 
outfit seems positively childish and 
certainly does nothing for 
communication ... Page 46: take 
this page to your optician and ask 
him if he would expect one of 
average vision ability to 
experience difficulty. My specs are 
of recent prescription but I still 
have recourse each month to 
using a magnifying glass to assist 
me when reading your mag; your 
use of glazed paper just doesn't fit 
in with such playing about with 
coloured background and 
jockeying so frequently from one 
size script to another ... 

That's halfway through your 
mag but it should be enough to 
give my message - so may I 
now change tack? ... 
Why, in every issue (I've 
been reading for the past 4 
to 5 months) is it 
necessary that you have to print 
F corrections/errata alongside all 
your latest crop of printers' pies? 
Perhaps if your compositors 
worked on the same material in 
the same month as your printers, 
we might have an easily digested 
product. No, I'm not a pro' in the 



printing world (and I've yet to buy 
my PCW) but I am a lifelong 
reader and I declare your monthly 
output atrocious. Please find my 
cheque for your 14 issues offer, 
at the end of which may I hope 
some of my bitches will have 
been spayed. PS: If the above 
is too long for your Postscript 
pages, could you print it out as a 
feature headlined perhaps 'Room 
for improvement - comments, 
notes' and thereby prove 
yourselves not only sadists but 
masochists as well? 

Douglas M Henly 

Birchgrove 

Cardiff 

8000 PLUS: Well. Mr Henly, rarely do our 
readers take the time out that you 
obviously have to pen such letters ol 
unrelieved support and appreciation. I was 
surprised to learn that you are not a pro in 
the printing world, since your own 
communication seems a very model ol 
clarity and concision (as our readers will no 
doubt be able to see from the printed 
pages below.) I am. however, sorry to hear 
ol the trouble you're having deciphering 
our margin notes and screen shots; I doubt 
that it will be ol any consolation to you to 
hear that none ol our readers - some ol 
whom. I suspect, are many years your 
senior - have until now ever complained 
about them or our visual nothings '. As lor 
that final accolade - the cheque that you 
enclosed - I'm alraid that we couldn't 
find it anywhere. Maybe you lorgot to 
include it. I guess the bitches - like those 
of some olour readers - will just have to 
run their course. 



April fools (1) 



Not being someone who normally 
uses the listings in your magazine, 
it took me half a day to type in and 
de-bug Newchar.bas from your 
current edition. 

Meeting a problem, I 
telephoned Locomotive and 
discovered that the listing was 
published as an April Fool's joke 
and is otherwise absolutely 
useless. 

To anticipate a glib riposte, 
yes, I do have a sense of humour, 
but a joke that wastes God knows 
how much of your readers' time is 
just irresponsible. 

By all means, have an April 
Fool's joke, as most newspapers 
do - which only takes a few 
minutes to read, but I am sure that 
most of your readers took quite a 
time to get the joke of 
Newchar.bas. 

Mike Maber 
Dorset 



April fools (2) 



I hurried home with my April copy 
of 8000 Plus to type in Richard 



Clayton's Newchar.bas and the 
upgraded Check 3 program. 
Everything worked well and my 
9512 screen is now filled by thin 
italic letters. There is, however, a 
slight problem. My editing speed 
has seriously declined since I find 
it a trifle difficult to read the screen 
through a mirror whilst standing 
on my head. As they would say in 
the country of my infant nurture, 
'Alls down uppards and 
backwards road on.' If this is your 
ida of an April Fool! Tut! Tut! Tut! 
Well really! 

I was the first to call Mr 
Peters of Oxford about his back 
copies of the magazine (see 
April's Postscript All Present and 
Correct), but unfortunately I ended 
up at the end ol the queue and 
only succeeded in filling three 
gaps in my collection. It wasn't his 
fault. The poor chap was 
inundated by calls. However, I 
now have a spare copy of issue 
number 7 of April 1987 and is 
there anybody out there with 
good spare copies of numbers 6, 
12. 15 and 16 for March, 
September and December 1987 
and January 1988 respectively. If 
so, please call me on Nottingham 
0602 258848. 

Even though spelling has 
never been your strong point, it is 
still a superb magazine. May the 
force ever be with you. 

Derrick Bullock 

Beeston 

Nottingham 

8000 PLUS: Glib hpostes. us? Oh no. 
we're too busy trying to spoil things 
correectly. Seriously though, I'm sorry 
that several ol our readers took ottence at 
what we - and Locomotive - considered to 
be a lairly harmless April Fool's listings 
prank. We were only trying to have a 
little lun - honest! 



This is the BBC 



I wonder if you can help me. I am 
trying to locate a program, 
preferably in the Public Domain, 
which can convert data files 
between the CP/M Plus operating 
system (as used in the Amstrad 
PCW 8000 series) and the BBC 
series of microcomputers? (The 
only one I know about is 
Multiformat from Moonstone 
Computing.) 

There are two other points I 
should like to ask about. Was the 
recent letter 'A ghost in the 
machine' from K Cox of 
Berkhampstead a genuine letter or 
an April Fool? If the latter, I think it 
irresponsible to frighten PCW 
users with the idea of a non- 
existent virus. If it is true, however, 
I think you should have devoted 
space elsewhere in the magazine 
to this, and also warn readers 
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Following the release of LocoScript PC, Amstrad PC W users wishing to upgrade to a PC or compatible are asking 
Can I transfer my existing data from my PCW computer to my new PC compatible? 

THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TIMATIC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit which will allow you to connect a standard Amstrad FD4 second 720K disk drive to your PC 
or compatible and allow transfer of data from the full range of Amstrad CP/M • LocoScript machines. 

The simple to use kit allows you to connect the drive (as if it were a Standard external floppy disk) to most machines that have 
a normal PC type floppy controller and suitable cables. 

If your machine already has its full compliment of floppy disk drives, TIMATIC SYSTEMS can still help. We can provide a disk 
controller card that will enable connection of a further four floppy disks. The card is flexible enough to allow most types of drives 
to be connected, including high density 3 1/2 and 5 1/4, even on a standard PC. 
This includes such machines as the Amstrad 1512/1640/2086 and most true compatibles. 

Software is provided with all versions of the kit to allow AUTOMATIC DETECTION of which Amstrad disk format you are reading 
making the kit very simple to use. The kit will allow you to READ and WRITE files from both CP/M and Locoscript. 

The versions of the kit available are:- 

FD4 board only - FD4 board and Cable kit - FD4 board, cable kit and controller card - FD4 cased drive, inc. cables etc 

Formats supported by the software provided include:- Amstrad 464, 664, 6I28, PCW256, PCW85I2 and PCW95I2 



Access 




Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston Business Park, 
Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, P014 1DJ. 

Telephone (0329) 239953 - 236727 Fax (0329) 237051 for Sales and MasterCaroWisa Orders. 




The magazine 

you con 



In Classic CD you don't just read about the best new 
classical music recordings - you listen to them too. 

Every issue comes with a full-length compact disc 

featuring the pick of the latest releases: 70 minutes 
of outstanding music from the world's best 
performers. 

It adds up to a remarkable package which 
will enrich your enjoyment of classical 
music and help you make the right choices 
as you build your CD collection. 



Classic CD 

The new approach to classical music 




Magazine + CD only 



POSTSCRIPT 



about the source (in the UK) of 
this software; the reply to the 
letter mentions Mr JD Haldremain 
and Ms P Erlichmeine of San 
Fernando; is it just a coincidence 
that two of the Watergate 
conspirators were Bob Haldemain 
and John Ehrlichmann? 
Despite the above, I do genuinely 
enjoy 8000 Plus greatly (and I 
know everyone says that), and 
only wish it came out more often. 
Ian Rippey 
County Armagh 
Northern Ireland 

8000 PLUS: We've just spoken to the 
Public Domain Software Library 
(Winscombe House. Beacon Road, 
Crowborough. East Sussex TN6 1JL - 
0892 663298) and they recommend that 
you attach a sehalport to the back otyour 
PCW, so that, by means of a serial cable 
between the two machines and an 
appropriate comms package running on 
both (it must be capable Or Kermit 
protocol) the relevant data can be 
transferred. Mucking around with the disc 
formats is likely to prove a real headache. 
As far as A ghost in the machine is 
concerned, the advantage of a machine 
like the PCW is that it remains blissfully 
immune to all the most heinous viruses of 
which the computer industry can conceive. 
It is precisely because they can rest at 
ease in this knowledge, that we thought 
our readers would be able to appreciate 
last month's Postscript spoof. 

Anyway, thanks for the support. 



Catching code 



Browsing through my At Last 
database the other day, it 
occurred to me that come May 
6th, I am going to have to change 
the codes on all the London 
telephone numbers. 

It set me wondering whether 
anyone on your excellent 
magazine had any plans to 
market a disc with a Find and 
Exchange type of facility to save 
us all having to key in hundreds 
of changes. 

It would sell like hot cross 
buns! Best wishes for your 
continuing success. 

Ian Macpherson 
London 

8000 PLUS: Well wonder no further. Mr 
Macpherson. Always at the forefront of 
modern communications, us, we've 
included a listing on page 59 - May6.Bas 
- which will allow you to convert all 
London-bound ASCIIed dataliles. 



Running for cover 



I expect there is no-one who 
reads your magazine who knows 
less about computers than I do, 
having bought a PCW 9512 less 
than a week ago. But I do know 



where to get a set of dust covers 
which includes one for the printer 
when it has the sheet feeder on! 
You need to remove the paper 
rest, which stands proud of the 
rest of the feeder, to get a good fit. 
The set can be obtained from 
Computerware, telephone Exeter 
0392 210507. Mr Roger Hall, 
whose plea for this information 
was in Postscript in April, can 
now finish the washing up! 

George Meredith 
Exeter 

8000 PLUS: Thanks lor your letter, 
George. We know of another company 
producing dustcovers lor the 9512 with 
cut sheet feeder in situ: Hamilton 
Business Systems, 38 Green Lane, 
Hounslow, London TW4 6JF. They're on 
01 5770098. For further information, have 
a read of their advert on page 38. 



SODDing off 



I now refer to my start-of-day disc 
as a SODD. 

Can one claim copyright 

when inventing computer jargon? 

Leslie Griffiths 

Ashstead 

Surrey 

8000 PLUS: We may have got there 
before you, although I'm afraid that's one 
of the more polite things our office start- 
ups get called. 



Invisible review? 



In the Postscript section of the 
October 1989, issue 37, edition of 
8000 Plus, in response to a 
request for a database best- 
suited to recording information 
about photographs, you said next 
month, which it is reasonable to 
assume is the November edition, 
you would be reviewing such a 
specialist database, Fotocall. 

Having now obtained a copy 
of that issue, I cannot find the 
promised review. 

Incidentally, you also 
suggested that Locofile would be 
suitable. However, in the March 
edition, you headline an article on 
Masterfile with "the best PCW 
database on the market". Where 
do we go from here in choosing a 
database. 

Dr Kays 
Bristol 

8000 PLUS: The problem with Fotocall 
was that it struck us as being too 
incomplete a program on which to base a 
constructive review. That being the case, 
we decided to hold it over until such times 
as its creators could tie up its loose ends. 
As soon as it looks fit for inspection, we'll 
let you all know. 

Having said that, it's doubtful that any 
specialist photographers ' database will be 



able to do the job any more efficiently 
than Locomotive's LocoFile. It offers you 
the scope to produce some quite tightly- 
defined and structured record patterns 
with good indexing and search lacilities. 
For more details, read our Locofile tutorial 
series (issues 30 to 34) or write to 
Locomotive Software (0306 740606). 
Dorking Business Park, Dorking, Surrey 
RH14 17L. 



Major coup 
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I thought you might be interested 
in the front cover of this week's 
'Economist'; yes, you are right, as 
you can see from the picture the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer is 
using our own dearly beloved 
Amstrad 9512. No doubt this will 
comfort us all as we pay off the 
loans on our PCW purchases at 
extortionate rates of interest. 

I wonder if he has ever run 
Yes Chancellor through it? You 
never know, it might improve 
matters: it's a nicer thought than 
the alternative of John Major 
putting the whole of the British 
economy on a SuperCalc 
spreadsheet ... I wonder if he's 
mastered command files yet? 
Congratulations on a great mag. 
Jonathan Hutchinson 
Stretford 
Manchester 

8000 PLUS: How could we fail to be 
aware of it? Our phone lines were 
jammed and our post bags bulging 
following the appearance of this one on 
the newsagents' stands. Whoever would 
have thought that the PCW could ever be 
an instrument of torture. Thanks tor your 
letter, though, Jonathan. 



Teacher's pet 



In issue 43, April 1990, page 88, 1 
was glad to see John 
Ravenscroft's Calling all teachers 
letter. As a teacher myself, I 
would very much like to get in 
touch and answer any of his 
problems. 

I teach, wait for it, COBOL 
programming, word processing, 
database methods and 
spreadsheet methods up to 
City and Guilds Elementary 



level. Personally, I prefer 
programming in both Cobol and 
8080 machine code. 

Getting back to Mr 
Ravenscroft, I would suggest an 
integrated package, something 
like Mini Office Professional 
would be a life-saver. I use 
spreadsheets to design forms, 
databases to keep records of 
students, word processing for 
designing handouts and the 
graphics for my own pleasure. 

Knowing the hard work behind 
teaching, I believe we also need a 
hobby or pastime to give us a 
break. My pastime is punching the 
keyboard at all times. I'm new to 
my Amstrad PCW 9512, but if I 
can put it to use to help a 
colleague, I can't wait. 

I'm also new to 8000 Plus; 
I promise to subscribe at the end 
of April. 

John Reeves 
Computer training officer 
Castle Vale , Birmingham 

8000 PLUS: Thanks forgetting in touch. 



Breakdown service 



"What happens when your PCW 
breaks down?" you write (page 8, 
April issue of 8000 Plus). The 
item then goes on to discuss how 
you pay for the repairs to be 
carried out by an organisation 
called Restart. 

When my PCW broke down 
some months ago, I contacted the 
suppliers, Wildings, who I 
understand to be a reputable 
organisation. 'Certainly,' they 
said. The repair will take about 
five weeks.' The response from 
Amstrad was, in due course. 
'Take it to Dictaphone.' 

Long before this. I had 
contacted Suredata, who 
advertise in 8000 Plus. They said 
'Bring it in straight away and let 
us have a look at it.' So I did and 
in as many hours as had been 
promised weeks by Wildings and 
Dictaphone, it was up and talking 
to me again. 

When, a few months' later, 
there was another, quite different, 
breakdown (my 9512 has a very 
hard life in the service of a busy 
Parish Council), Suredata really 
showed their competence. The 
'trunion lever widget', or 
whatever, was broken. 'No spares 
available at present and no firm 
promise of delivery' said Amstrad. 
But Suredata repaired the broken 
widget and the printer has been 
hammering away for several 
weeks. (My wife was less pleased 
than I was.) 

What we PCW users need 
are lots of Suredatas. Need I say 
that I know nothing of the 
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company other than as a satisfied 
customer? I may mention also 
that I have been saving money for 
this Parish (goodness knows 
why) by the use of a firm called 
Aladdink who replace the ribbons 
in my printer cassettes at about 
half the price of new cassettes. 
This is another advertiser in 8000 
Plus whose service I have found 
to be very satisfactory. 

May I add that most 
satisfactory of all is 8000 Plus? 
Goodness knows how one would 
manage without it? 

FJ Pidgeon 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

8000 PLUS: Thanks lor taking the 
trouble to register your support - both 
lor the magazine and its advertisers. 
It's always good to hear from people 
who are happy with the service we - 
and they -oiler. 



Finding the drive 



I will apologise now for what will 
seem to you another tedious 
letter asking lots of questions; I've 
tried asking at my local shop, but 
they are either too busy or try to 
sell me another system. 

I am in the process of 
starting a commercial illustration 
business, and I have acquired a 
PCW 8256 on which I would like 
to run the following software: 
LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell, 
LocoFile and LocoMail and Stop 
Press and mouse. 

I have a very basic 
knowledge of computers so I 
would be extremely grateful if you 
could help me on the following 
points: 1) I plan to upgrade the 
memory and fit an external 3.5 or 
5.25 inch second drive for storage 
purposes. Would I also need a 
second FD4 drive to run and use 
the above software to its full 
capabilities? 2) Could you 
recommend a cheap second drive 
and would it be best to use 3.25 
or 5.25 inch discs? 3) What do 
you consider better for my book- 
keeping: Cashmaster or Money 
Manager? 4) And finally, could 
you recommend a good invoicing 
package to run on my system? 

Chris Cowell 
Gonerton 
Swansea 

8000 PLUS: No. you won 1 need another 
FD4 drive because you wilt be able to 
convert the soltware lor use on the other 
drives. We would probably recommend 
buying a 3.5 inch disc dhve from Compact 
Micros 10274 640589 at 177 Sunnyside 
Lane. Otley Road. Bradford BD3 OJB). 
They cost £79.95. As lor the accounts 
programs. Money Manager will probably 
give you a better run lor your money 
because ol its graph-printing option. For 
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your invoicing requirements, try The 
Invoicer Irom Comix (0234 219969) lor 
£59.95 or Sage Accounts Plus (that's 
stock and invoicing) Irom Sagesolt (091 
2131555) lor £61. 



BASIC designs 



The name of your magazine was 
given to me as the most likely 
source of information for Amstrad 
computer/word processors. I 
wonder if you could help me with 
a problem concerning the 
existence of software for the 
PCW 8256. 

I have for a long time been 
looking for a version of BASIC for 
the PCW 8256 which has a 
graphics facility, in much the 
same way as, say, the BBC or the 
Spectrum. It seems odd that none 
seems to be available; certainly 
the BASIC provided with the 
machine has no graphics at all. 

I would be most grateful if you 
could help me with this matter. 

Hugh Livesey 
Somerset 

8000 PLUS: You need CP Software's 
Lightning BASIC (£19.95). an ingenious 
add-on to normal Mallard which allows 
you to produce graphics and on-screen 
special effects without any machine code 
programming. CP's telephone number is 
0993 823463 and they can be reached at 
Stonelieid. 198 The Hill, Burford, 
Oxfordshire OX8 4HX. 



Sticking keys 



I have a four-year old 8256 which 
has done trojan service, used 
mainly for word processing. I'm 
an arthritic geriatric, and one-time 
speed typist. Grandchildren stood 
in awe when Granny typed their 
school projects, and I was able to 
type comfortably for long periods. 

But over the last few months, 
I have had some difficulty in 
getting up my typing speed with 
any accuracy. The keyboard has 
become stiff, and misses quite a 
few letters at ordinary pressure; I 
find myself going back to the 
beginning of my work to insert 
vowels and other letters which 
didn't come out first time. 

A kind local electrical 
engineer unscrewed the base of 
the keyboard and removed an 
incredible amount of dust and fluff 
- thanks to your Tipoff in page 68 
of January '89. 

But it hasn't given any more 
fluidity to the keyboard, and I 
can't find any other reference in 
the 8000 magazines to this 
hiccup - and I have them all, from 
1986 to date. 

Can you please help? Must I 
buy another keyboard? I can't 
manipulate little screwdrivers, 



hands are too stiff, so I need 
precise instructions for my kind 
friend to follow - he's so 
impressed that I think he's going 
to buy a PCW anyway. So we are 
doubly interested in your 
recommendations. 

Mrs DM Williamson 

Polegate 

East Sussex 

8000 PLUS: It rather sounds as it the 
little springs under each key have gone - 
in which case, you won't be able to fix it 
yourself unless you really know what 
you 're doing. The good news is that you 
won't need to buy a new keyboard; the 
bad news, on the other hand, is that 
keyboard repairs tend to be rather 
expensive with each new key costing 
somewhere in the region of £2.50 to £3. 



Success story 



Thank you for lowering the 
barriers and injecting some 
humour into a subject that most 
people take far too seriously. Until 
I bought your magazine, I was 
beset by worries and doubts, but 
every time I read the Postscript 
and Tipoffs pages, I can actually 
find things that I understand - not 
so with some of the other PCW 
magazines. 

I've had my 8256 for a year 
and a half now. I taught myself 
how to use it, and as I became 
more adventurous, I also became 
aware that my M drive just wasn't 
big enough. 

It started with little things - 
like the longing to use the big 
dictionary in LocoSpell. then the 
desire to be able to store more 
than a couple of fonts at a time. 
The crunch came though, when I 
decided that Micro Design II was 
to be my next conquest. My 
husband bought me a 256K 
Memory Upgrade kit from Silicon 
City and we spent Boxing Day 
reading the instructions and 
eventually plucked up the 
courage to do the dirty deed. We 
took my beloved PCW apart and 
with very little effort, found the bits 
that the instructions talked about. 

It worked!! A huge - well, 
huge to me, anyway - M drive 
and Micro Design II on the way. 
I've been using the PCW 
constantly since then and 
experienced no problems - yet. 
The upgrade cost about £30 and 
took an hour to accomplish. I 
would recommend this method of 
upgrading to anyone capable of 
wielding a screwdriver. 

There is life after an upgrade; 
be brave and be bold ... 

Mrs Ceri Brabham 
Southampton 

8000 PLUS: Thanks for sharing the news 



of your triumph with us. Mrs Brabham. 
May it be an inspiration to others. 



Raw deal 



I would like to bring to the 
attention of your readers what, I 
think, amounts to a real rip-off for 
PCW owners of dBase II. 

I have recently become 
interested in dBase II and. after 
having purchased the program, 
was looking around for books on 
the subject. I was delighted to 
find one in the local W H Smith 
shop. The book is called 'Working 
with dBase II' and is written by 
M de Pace. 

Imagine my surprise when, 
on reading it, it sounded very 
familiar. On checking my dBase II 
user manual, it turned out that 
this book is nothing but a 
photocopy of the manual. 

The reason I think it is a rip- 
off is because if you go out and 
buy dBase II, YOU DON'T NEED 
THIS BOOK because you have 
the manual. 

Likewise, if you don't have 
dBase II YOU DON'T NEED 
THIS BOOK. 

Nowhere in the book, does M 
de Pace have the decency to 
mention that you are buying a 
duplicate. At £9.95, it is an 
expensive duplicate. 

I know quite a few people 
who, like me. have recently 
become interested in dBase II. I 
shall certainly make sure that 
they are made aware of the 
above and will advise them to 
leave it where it belongs - on the 
bookshop shelf. 

Derek Chatterton 

Stevenage 

Herts 

8000 PLUS: Thanks lor that word ol 
warning; I hope your letter is in time to 
stop somebody else Irom making the 
same mistake. 



One at a time, please 



Why are you so nasty to your 
competition entrants? In order to 
avoid multiple entries, surely the 
best way would be to require that 
some token accompany the entry. 
A £1 coin attached to entries 
might discourage multiples and 
swell the editorial coffers. After 
all, even the recent water 
privatisation attracted multiple 
applications. 

Edward Heron 
Morden Surrey 
8000 PLUS: No, but seriously, lolks, this 
multiple entry lark is getting a bit 
ridiculous. One gentleman - who shall 
remain nameless - submitted about 
seventeen last monthh. 
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THURSTON-FRANCES 

nan academy 

xy LOCOSCRIPT 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

* Work at Your Own Pace 
* Structured Modules 

* Working Discs and Peripherals 
* On-Going Assessments 

* Personal Phone Link Tutor 

Pay As You Learn • £49 for Module 1 and, without obligation, 
4 subsequent modules at £12.50 each. 

Leading to a Certificate of Proficiency 

For details and prospectus apply to: 

Thurston-Frances Academy 

Administrative Office 

32, High Street 

Budleigh Salterton 

Devon EX9 6LQ 

«-» Telephone 0395 46482 

^-^ Facsimile 0395 277496 
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Successful projects, reports, courses 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

• It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 

• It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

• It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow 

• It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

• It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 
It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 



■8-c 



Please send me: 
1 "I Amstrad PCW disk- only 
1 I — I Brainstorm- 1 enclose £29.99 
I The manual is on disk in both 
1 LocoScripl and ASCII text formats. 

I 

| Further information 

I My name is 

My address is 



£29.99 

all inclusive 



I 
I 
I 

i ( Our lull address IS IB Courtlands Close. Ruislip. Middx . HA4 SAX. Tel: 0895 677845). I 



Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Software. 
Our address is: FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8BR. 



BACKPAGE 



COMPETITION 

Get yourself quickly through the PCW learning 
curve by winning this month's competition 



Our back page competition this month is all 
about winning yourself a solid, well-rounded 
PCW education. To each of the three lucky 
winners we are offering a pack of three 
trusty tomes, each one of which has, at some 
stage in the past, received rave reviews from us. 

Easily into LocoScript by Susan Rogers, 
Locomotive Software's Mallard BASIC - 
Introduction and Reference and, finally, Protext 
- A PCW User's Guide by erstwhile Editor of 



8000 Plus, Rob Ainsley, represent about £40- 
worth of pure erudition that could be yours - for 
nothing - if your name is drawn out of the hat 
next month. So what do you have to do exactly? 
Simply jot down the answers to the following 
questions on the back of a postcard by working 
out who really said what and send it in to us here 
at the 8000 Plus Book Competition, Beauford 
Court, Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2AP. Entries 
must be received no later than 31st May 1990. 



1 . 'The greatest misfortune that ever befell man was the invention of printing. 
Printing has destroyed education ... ' 

A William Caxlon J{ Benjamin Disraeli (J John McGregor 



A William Caxton 

2. Reading is to the mind 
A Or Miriam Sloppat 



is to the b 



Richard Steele 



3. 'Soap and education are not as sudden as a massacre, but they are more 
deadly in the long run' 



han Swift 



Hagman 



4. 'My argument is that War makes rattling good history; but Peace is poor reading' 
nslon Churchill |J Leo Tolstoy C Thomas Hardy 

5. 'Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man' 

B Francis Bacon (J Jeffrey Archer 



LOCOSCRIPT 




FISH WINNERS 



Our congratulations go to Mr M Hemming from Studley, Warwickshire, Jill Keat 
from Gwynedd and R Dowling from St Austell in Cornwall who correctly completed 
our March word circle to get TEMPLATE. A copy of the game FISH will be winging 

its way to each of them. 



Next month 



The freelance life 

Three writers, of very different types and at 
differing stages in their respective careers, 
will be telling us about the agony and 
the ecstasy of the freelance life. If you're 
considering taking that most drastic of 
journalistic plunges, stay tuned to the June 
issue to read more about those who have. 

The 9512 spreads its wings 

So far, the 8000s have been claiming most 
of our attention when it comes to adding 
new drives to your PCW. But what about the 
9512? With our definitive, fully-illustrated. 
9512 handbook, we will be showing you 
everything you will ever need to know about 
transforming your 9512 into an altogether 
more versatile - and more powerful - 
machine. 

Mini Office to the rescue 

This month we've learnt how to monitor and 
manage power expenditure in the home; 
next month - again with the help of Mini 
Office Professional - we will be looking at 
ways in which you can manage your assets 
and liabilities on a monthly basis. 

Jockeying for position 

With a number of very important meets still 
to come in this year's horse-racing calendar, 
we'll be piecing together a full round-up of 
all those PCW programs that claim to be 
able to minimise that potentially fatal 
element of hazard before you place your 
bets. A waste of money or a betting boon? 
We find out. 

Calling all estate agents 

Just when you thought existing vertical 
software had passed you by, Intraset 
Ltd have brought out The Estate Agent. 
Written to the specifications of a local estate 
agent, its application, say its creators, is 
a realistic one. 

In next month's issue, we will be 
reviewing the program which provides you, 
among other things, with a database on 
which to store the details of both properties 
and prospective house-buyers. 



The June issue of 8000 

Plus will be sitting on 

your newsagents' shelves 

from May 24th. Don't 

forget to order your copy 

next time you go in 
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Don't risk losing 
your valuable data 

• Genuine Amsoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 

BOX OF 

FIVE 

BOX OF 

TEN 



PCW 

STARTER 

PACKS 



SAVE £££££'S 

PCW 8 SERIES - DELUXE 
STARTER PACK 

10 x AMSOFT CF2 3" DISKS • 1 x AMS 30L 3' 
DISK STORAGE BOX - 2000 SHEETS LISTING 
PAPER • 1 x 3 PIECE DUST COVER SET • 3 > 
AMSTRAD CARBON PRINTER RIBBONS ■ 1 x 
CLEARHEAD 3" DRIVE CLEANING KIT 

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE £1 




viLcwiiiiunn 

69.96 



PCW 9 SERIES - DELUXE 
STARTER PACK 

I0XAMSOFTCF23' DISKS • HAMS SOLS- 
DISK STORAGE BOX • 1 x 3 PIECE DUST 
COVERSET 3 1 AMSTRAD CARBON BLACK 
PRINTER RIBBON ■ 2 .AMSTRAD (ENGLISH! 
PRINTWHEELS. CHOOSE FROM LIST 
OPPOSITE YOUR CHOICE- 1* 
CLEARHEAD 3" DRIVE CLEANING KIT 

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY _ 
PRICE £l 



'.. 1 1. ''.mn>J m I 

59.96 



AMSTRAD PCW 9 SERIES 

PRINTWHEELS 




CHOOSE FROM THESE 9 

DIFFERENT PRINTWHEELS 

LETTER GOTHIC IM2 

MINI GOTHIC T5 

ORATORIO 

, PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

PRESTIGE PICA 10 

RECTA 10 

SCRIPT 12 

( THESIS PS 

COURIER 10 



5.95 



FOREIGN PRINTWHEELS 

AVAILABLE CALL FOB PRICES 

AND DELIVERY 



CLEANING KIT 



CLEARHEAD for 3- drives 

• Safer data 
storage 

• Easy to use 

• Prolongs disk 
and drive life 




•5.95 



GENUINE AMSTRAD 



PCW 8 
SERIES 
BLACt 


FABRIC 


CADBON 
MUITISIRIKC 


£4.80 


E4.99 


PCW 

9 

SERIES 


BLACK 


£2.99 


BROWN 


£3.99 


BLUE 


£3.99 



QUALITY COMPATIBLES 



pew e 

SERIES 
BLACK 


FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTISTRIKE 


£3.29 


£3.99 


PCW 9 
SERIES 


£2.50 


£2.69 



LISTING PAPER 



11" x 9' .' ■ 60gsm _ AC 

1000 SHEETS E li?9 

2000 SHEETS £ 14.95 

(PLEASE ADD E4.00 TOWARDS DELIVERY ON 
ORDERS FOR PAPER UNLESS YOU ORDER 
WITH OTHER ITEMS. THEN DELIVERY IS FREE 



DUST COVERS 



PCW 8 
SERIES 



PCW 9 
SERIES 



3 PIECE 



£8.95 



£8.95 



AMSCASE 



3" DISK STORAGE 

CASE - HOLDS 

10 DISKS £ 



5.95 



AMS 30L STORAGE BOX 




• High tmpacl resistant, anti- 
static plastic construction with 
inset smoked lid panels. 

• Hinged lid with key operated 
security lock. 

• Stepped base tor easy disk 
selection with a capacity 
for fifteen 3" disks either 
cased or uncased. 

• Can accommodate up to thirty 3' 
uncased disks. 

• Redesigned throughout and 
now attractively finished in grey 

ONLY 



PCW SOFTWARE 6 OF THE BEST 



l34.39 tflMrgtffctf* 



t IIASTWaE&OOO 



• S£&*«» £ 34.39 

lbs-* 34 - 39 



£2.89 



(Database S#*« 

•SSS.M-* ***** 



Massive discounts on an PCW software. Please call lor details. 



R HOTLINE 0509 610444 



FREE 

DELIVERY 

•(EXCEPT PAPER) ALL GOODS 

USUALLY DESPATCHED SAME DAY 

PLEASE ALLOW 2-5 DAYS. 



NO QUIBBLE 

GUARANTEE 

IF ANY ITEM PROVES FAULTY WITHIN 12 

MONTHS OF PURCHASE WE WILL 

REPLACE OR REFUND IN FULL 



CUSTOMER 
SUPPORT 

FRIENDLY ADVICE AND AFTER 

SALES SUPPORT ■ ANY PROBLEMS 

OUICKLY RESOLVED TO YOUR 

COMPLETE SATISFACTION. 






<#> 



Eompumart 

COMPUMART LIMITED, FREEPOST (80 - 1 

JUBILEE DRIVE, LOUGHBOROUGH. LEICS LE11 DXS 

TEL: 0509610444 Fai: 0509 610235 



News From The Software Specialist 



NEW STAR SOFTWARE 

The Old Rectory, London Road, Wddford, Chelmsford CM2 8TE, Essex. 
Telephone 0245 265017, Fax 0245 263969, Tlx 995143 



New Star Software Catalogue 



\m 



ewStar Catalogue 

Autumn 1989 




TT»* camplmtm guldi (o buying 
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More products 

Prices shown inc 4 ex VAT 

Extensive buyers's guide 
information 

Network and multiuser 

pricing 

Feature cross ref charts 

Expanded PCW section 

Business software 

Entertainment software 

FREE 
■ just ask! 



NewStar Software: Original and best 



Over 3 years of supplying 
software for the PCW user 
makes NewStar probably the 
most experienced company in 
the marketplace. 

We were therefrom the launch 
of the PCW with any CPM 
software transferred to 3" disk 



Touch'n' Go 

Typing Tutorial 

Can't type? Touch'n'Go will 
change all this - with a little 
effort, you can achieve m astery 
of the QWERTY keyboard in 
just 24 hours! At the end of the 
course you should reach 
speeds of 40 words per minute, 
with an alphabetic accuracy of 
95%. 

Touch'n'Go £21.70 □ 



Poly System 

A suite of easy to use software 
tools, designed specifically for 
the PCW, which enables the 
user to present information 
attractivelly, show figures as 
graphs or create diagrams. 

Full Poly System £60.83 Q 



on request; and our classic 
CPM applications, Touch 
'n'Go, NewWord and Cracker 
are still the best in their 
respective fiel ds. 

Several feature data and skill 
portability to MSDOS (IBM 
PC) systems, so skills learned 
on the PCW can be carried 
forward with no wasted effort. 
□ 



From PCW to PC, 
and back again 

Included in an expanded PCW 
catalogue section, is the latest 
edition of Software 

Technology's versatile 

CSTAM: the simple to use 
serial file transfer utility: 
available with 3" PCW disk, 
3.5" and 5.25" PC disks. 

Move files between any 
combination of these systems 
using the serial connector 
lead supplied. 

□ CSTAM £49.95 

□ PCW Serial interface 
£59.95 

□ CSTAM and interface is 
purchased together £99 



More for the PCW 
owner than ever 



By popular demand the PCW 
section has been expanded, 
and includes the complete Loco 
selection from File to Font. 
Displaying it's usual commit- 
ment to be much more than 
just another software vendor's 
flog sheet, the New Star 
Software Buyers' Guide and 
Catalogue is available free of 
charge -just call/write for your 
copy. 

There are 64 pages describing 
a complete range of IBM PC 
(and compatible) software, 
plus an expanded section 
covering the best of the PCW 
software. 

Accounts, wordprocessing, 
database and graphics are all 
covered. 

Check and see if your local 
software stockist has theNew 
Star catalogue available - and 
if not, ask them to get some in, 
but don't delay before getting 
your free copy! Q 



Cracker 2 Turbo 

still the only high res 
graphic spreadsheet 
for PCW users 

The range of features and 
functions in Cracker remains 



NewWord2: 

the classic 
alternative WP for the 
PCW 

Lost in LocoScript? You may 
be surprised to leam that the 
most refined WordStar worka- 
like of them all has been avail- 
able to run on the PCW since 
long before LocoScript was 
dreamed of! 

NewWord2 operates under the 
CPM operating system, and 
uses the universally recog- 
nised codes that allow trans- 
portability of the skill to virtu- 
ally any micro computer - in- 
cluding systems operating 
under CDOS and Unix! What's 
more, the files are directly 
transferrable! 

□ NewWord2 PCW £60 

□ NewWord2 with Polyprint 
typeface sets, if purchased 
together £99.95 

Q Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition £39.95 

□ Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition with 
STAMfile transfer utility 
suite £60 

(Return of original master 
disk required with all 
upgrade purchases) 



OPINION POLLS 
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Exanpe p** Inm a PCWpnitot 



Prices here are EXCLUDING VAT 

AH registered trademarks acknowledged. 



unsurpassed for the serious 
spreadsheet user. And don't 
forget, like newWord, Cracker 
users can upgrade to MSDOS 
and CDOS systems, taking all 
data and experience as you go! 
QCracker2 £42.61 



PaperBackUp 
Support 

Don't forget that our 
affiliate publishing 

company, PaperBack 
Software UK, operates a 
comprehensive hotline and 
support service on all ifs 
published products. 

Extensive support, close 
integration of the facilities 
of UK published 
applications and the easy 
transfer of skill and data to 
other types of computer 
software like Cracker and 
NewWord,. makes 

PaperBack Software the 
logical solution for all UK 
users. 



